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Regent condoles Pakistan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 

£L^ n L Tue * d 3L* en i ?,. caWe of «**Wenees to Pakistani 
President Farouq Ahmad Khan, expressing deep sorrow and 
regret over a recent bombing attack, which claimed the fives of 37 
Pakutani civilians. The Regent said: “I received with shock and 
S 1 ®' news of the cowardly terrorist attack against the 
brotherly people of Pakistan. As the government and people of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan condemn this heinous act. we stand 
m soUdanty wirfi Your Excellency and the government and people 
of the brotherly Republic of Pakistan and we express to the 
famines or the victims our heartfelt sympathy." On Sunday the 
Re gent sent a cable of condolences to President Suharto of 
fndoi^a expressing condolences over the passing away of Fatima 
Sith Haitina wife of the Indonesian president. Prince Hassan 
delegated Jordan s Ambassador to Indonesia louay Khashman to 
take part in the burial ceremony of Mrs. Suharto 
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May Day holiday 

The Jordan Times will not be published 
on Thursday/Friday (May 2 and 3) 
because of the May Day holiday on 
Wednesday (and Thursday being the 
regular weekly holiday of the paper). 
The next issue of the paper will appear 
on Saturday May 4. The chief editor and 
staff of the Jordan Times wish readers 
and advertisers a happy May Day- 
holiday. 
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White House refects 
Likud's allegation 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The White House dismissed 
Tuesday Israeli opposition 
{claims that the warm wel- 
come Prune Minister Shimon 
Peres was given here was 
afrned at boosting his chances 
in the May 29 elections. ’The 
president, as is well-known, 
would never attempt to inter- 
fere in the domestic political 
environment of another 
country,” said White House 
spokesman Michael McCur- 
ry. Former Israeli Prime 
V Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
' * top officials of the right-wing 
Likud Party have accused 
U.S. President Bill Clinton of 
openly supporting Mr. Peres, 
of the Labour Party, accord- 
ing to Israel's Yediot Ahar- 
onot daily. "Given the ex- 
traordinarily important 
events in the Middle East 
that are directly related to 
Israeli security, it’s very time- 
ly for the president of the 
United States to meet with 
the prime minister of Israel,” 
Mr. McCurry said. “It comes 
at a critical moment when we 
attempt to restore momen- 
tum in the peace process, and 
that is manifestly in the 
national interests of the Un- 
ited States,” he said. "It has 
nothing to do in our view 
with Israeli politics.” 

Israelis find 60 
petrol bombs 

BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
Israeli border guards arrested 
four people suspected of car- 
rying out attacks after finding 
a stash of 60 petrol .bombs, 
police said Tuesday. The four 
were suspected of firebomb- 
v: -feglsrBelf'VtiJfcfes, they said. 
Two other young suspects 
were released after question- 
ing following the raid Mon- 
day night, the police said. 

Ell body seeks 
ties with Algeria 

BRUSSELS (R) — The 
European Commission, re- 
flecting the European Unions 
(EU) desire to bolster its 
fragile southern rim, said on 
Tuesday it wanted to open 
* talks with Algeria on a wide- 
” ranging "association accord.” 
The accord forms part of a 
drive to strengthen the EU’s 
Mediterranean policy and 
follows on from last Novem- 
ber's Euro-Med conference 
held in Barcelona which cal- 
led for better North-South 
economic ties and more poli- 
tical dialogue. The commis- 
sion said in a statement the 
accord was aimed at under- 
pinning economic and politic- 
al reforms undertaken by the 
government of President 
Li amine Zeroual who re- 
tumed to power after win- 
ning last November's pres- 
idential elections. 

PLO executive resigns 
over charter change 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 

• pro-Iraqi member of the 
‘ Palestine Liberation Orga- 

niation (PLO) Executive 
Committee resigned his post 
Tuesday to protest against a 
historic Palestinian decision 
to delete anti- Israeli clauses 
in the national charter. 
Mahmoud Ismail, repre- 
sentative of the Arab Libera- 
tion From (ALF) on the 18- 
tnember committee, said in a 
pass release that he "with- 
drew" because the charter 
decision ‘‘contradicts the 
Palestinian strugle.” The 
ALF favours "national unity 
as the bans of the struggle for 
achieving the rights of the 
Palestinian people" but could 
not go along with the decision 
on the charter, he said. Mr. 
Ismail was reelected to the 
Executive Committee last 
Friday by the same session of 
the Palestine National Coun- 
cil that approved amending 
the 1968 charter document to 
.4 annul clauses calling for 

* brad’s destruction. The 669- 
■ member PNC, from which 
tbe Executive Committee is 
drawn, voted overwhelming- 
ly in favour of the amend- 
ments after Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat insisted 
the move was needed in adv- 
ance of final status peace 
negotiations with Israel. 


Cana massacre victims 
buried in mass funeral 


CANA (Agencies) — Tens of 
thousands of mourners 
gathered Tuesday amid 
scenes of overwhelming grief 
for the mass funeral of 102 
people killed by an Israeli 
artillery attack on a U.N. 
refugee compound in this 
southern Lebanon village. 

Women and men sobbed, 
beat their chests and held up 
pictures of their dead loved 
ones decorated with plastic 
flowers as a convoy of around 
40 Lebanese army and Red 
Cross ambulances wounded 
its way slowly through the 
crowds into Cana. 

They carried the bodies 
and mutilated remains of 102 
civilians, most of them 
women and children, killed 
by Israeli shells on April 28 in 
a massacre which drew inter- 
national condemnation. 

Wails of anguish rose from 
the estimated 20,000 people 
crowded in the cemetery, lin- 
ing Cana’s narrow streets and 
perched on rooftops as 
church bells tolled and Isla- 
mic prayers rang out from 
mosques. 

Boy scouts directed hose 
pipes on the crowds as many 
showed signs of collapse. 

Relatives of the victims 
crouched by gravesides, rock- 
ing back and forth and kissing 
the portraits of the dead, 
whose bodies had been kept 
in refrigerated trucks for 12 


days awaiting burial. 

The ambulances stopped at 
the entrance to Cana where 
the wooden coffins wrapped 
in Lebanese flags were car- 
ried shoulder high to the 
cemetery. There the bodies 
were removed and passed 
through hundreds of waiting 
hands to be laid to rest. 

As the first body, wrapped 
in white linen and bearing a 
name, was lowered into a 
grave shouts of “death to 
America” and "Death to 
Israel” rang out. 

Workers at the cemetery 

— a municipal field and piece 
of land donated by a 
Lebanese expatriate in Africa 

— worked up to the last 
minute to prepare the graves 
which they covered with 
Sowers and a slab of con- 
crete. 

Earlier, thousands had 
gathered at a Roman 
amphitheatre in the nearby 
port city of Tyne for an offi- 
cial funeral ceremony led by 
the head of Lebanon’s Shiite 
Muslim Community, Sheikh 
Mohammad Mehdi Shamsed- 
din. 

He was flanked by 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri, Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Bern and a 
throng of Muslim and Christ- 
ian clerics, cabinet ministers 
and deputies. 

The open caskets were car- 


ried by civil defense volun- 
teers past a Triumph Arc 
built by Alexander the Great 
after be conquered Tyre in 
the 4th century B.C. 

Fewer than half of the 
bodies of the Cana victims 
could be identified, and many 
were little more than charred 
pieces of flesh. Red Cross 
workers said. 

Officials remain unsure of 
the exact death toll, but esti- 
mates range from 91 to more 
than 100. 

Sheikh Sbamseddin told 
mourners the massacre had 
united the Lebanese against a 
common enemy, Israel, and 
described the victims as "the 
heart and conscience of 
Lebanon and the Arab 
world.” 

“Israel wanted to destroy 
Lebanon but it only rein- 
forced its unity,” he said,” he* 
said, adding "the Jews have 
carried out an Arab holo- 
caust.” 

Israel said it was retaliating 
for a Hizboilah rocket attack 
launched from near the U.N. 
camp when several shells 
struck a compound sheltering 
hundreds of Lebanese re- 
fugees. Around 100 people 
were wounded, many 
seriously. 

More than 100 graves were 
dug to accommodate the 
mutilated bodies of victims 
and the remains of at least 


two other unidentified corp- 
ses found nearby. 

Relief workers, preparing 
for the funeral overnight 
found the remains of three 
more victims, bring an earlier 
toll of 98 dead to 102. 18 of 
them unidentified to the last 
moment. 

Cana, like Tyre, was hung 
with banners denouncing the 
Israeli massacre. "This is the 
glory of Israel built on the 
corpses of Che innocents of 
Cana,” said one. 

"Jesus achieved miracles in 
Cana while (Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon) Peres car- 
ried out his massacres here.” 
said another. 

Many Lebanese believe 
that Cana is the spot where 
Jesus Christ turned water 
into wine, in his first re- 
corded miracle. 

Lebanon has declared 
April 18. the day of the 
attack, as a national day of 
remembrance for the dead. 

One mourner. Mohammad 
Atweh, 50, wept for the 
daughter, son-in-law and two 
grandchildren be lost in 
Cana. "The dead are dead 
but now we have to think of 
those injured like my grand- 
daughter Hamida. She’s 22. 
She lost a leg,” he said. 

Another man, Ali Bitar, 
arrived Monday hi Lebanon 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat to meet Peres, 
Clinton in Washington 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres was to meet 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat in Washington late 
Tuesday, Israeli and Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

"Yes, they are going to 
meet tonight. The meeting is 
going to happen tonight," 
said Khalil Foutah, deputy 
director of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
office in Washington. 

“Chairman Arafat is sup-' 
posed to give a speech ... for 
a group of Middle East peace 
and economic cooperation 
conference, chairman Arafat 
probably will meet Prime 
Minister Peres before that 
speech,” Mr. Foutah said. 
“This is going to happen.” 

Israeli radio said earlier the 
two leaders would discuss the 
start of negotiations on a final 
peace settlement, opening 
Sunday in the .Egyptian Red 
Sea resort of Taba. 

Mr. Peres was due to con- 
clude a three-day visit here 
Tuesday and die !a$t sche- 


duled event was a (2200 
GMT) reception for U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry at the Israeli embassy. 

"After that, he is going to 
meet with Arafat, but we 
don't know where nor 
when,” the source told AFP. 

Mr. Arafat was expected in 
the U.S. capital on Tuesday. 

The meeting was not en- 
tirely certain, but **we are 
working on it,” said the 
source, who asked not to be 
identified. "There is a very 
good possibility that they will 
meet,” he added. 

Mr. Peres was due to leave 
Washington for Paris late 
Tuesday. 

U.S. officials appeared to 
have been taken aback Mon- 
day by the announcement 
from Gaza City that the pres- 
ident of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
was coming to Washington to 
meet with President Bill Clin- 
ton. 

After ruling out fitting the 
surprise visitor into the presi- 
dent’s busy schedule Tues- 


day, the administration 
announced the president 
would meet with Mr. Arafat 
on Wednesday morning for 
an hour at the White House 
— making it an official visit. 

Earlier, Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said he 
received word Monday morn- 
ing of the visit and would 
"probably” meet with Mr. 
Arafat during his stay, which 
the State Department de- 
scribed as a private trip. 

U.S. officials also raised 
the possibility of a three-way 
meeting at the White House 
but that plan appeared to fall 
off the agenda as the day 
progressed. 

Mr. Peres, who arrived 
here Sunday to sign a missile 
defence accord, was to go to 
the White House Tuesday, to 
sign an anti-terrorism agree- 
ment that would put in writ- 
ing a commitment made by 
Mr. Clinton last month to 
help Israel fight attacks from 
radicals. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel and PLO to open ’final 
status talks’ in Taba on May 5 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) are to open 
talks on a final peace settle- 
ment on Sunday in the Egyp- 
tian Red Sea resort of Taba, 
the two sides announced 
Tuesday. 

The Israeli delegation will 
be headed by Uri Savir, coor- 
dinator for the peace process, 
the foreign ministry here 
said. 

The Palestinians will be led 
by Mahmoud Abbas, one of 
the main architects of the 
Oslo accords which launched 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho May in 1994. 

The two sides are to 
negotiate the final status of 
the Palestinian territories af- 
ter the five-year interim 
period of autonomy comes to 
an end in May 1999. 

The talks will tackle 
Palestinian demands for an 
independent state and the 
thorny issues of the future of 
Jerusalem, Jewish settle- 
ments and Palestinian re- 
fugees. 

They will open at 1500 


GMT on Sunday at a large 
seaside hotel, foreign minis- 
try spokesman Danny Shek 
said. Hassan Asfour, head of 
the Palestinian negotiations 
department, confirmed the 
plans. 

The two sides were origi- 
nally to sit down together on 
May 4. But the talks were put 
back a day as that date foils 
on Saturday, the Jewish 
Sabbath. 

According to Israeli offi- 
cials, the opening will be 
essentially a one-day formal- 
ity and negotiations will be 
adjourned until after Israel's 
May 29 general election so as 
not to interfere with cam- 
paigning. 

In Cairo. Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa hailed as 
a “positive sign” the fact that 
the talks were starting on 
time after Israel froze the 
peace process in Jbe wake of 
a suicide bombing campaign 
in February and March. 

He also said the decision 
by Israel’s ruling Labour Par- 
ty to drop its opposition to a 
Palestinian state, as well as 
the Palestinian National 
Council vote to scrub calls for 
Israel's destruction from its 


1968 charter, "demonstrates 
the seriousness” of both 
sides. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak were 
optimistic about the pros- 
pects for progress, when the 
Palestinian president visited 
Cairo on Monday, Mr. Musa 
added. 

Last week, Israel’s ruling 
Labour Party dropped its 
veto ot a Palestinian state, 
and the PLO voted to scrap 
articles in its charter that call 
for the destruction of the 
Jewish state. 

_ But Mr. Peres has ruled 
out any partition of Jeru- 
salem, which Israel regards as 
its eternal and indivisible 
capital. He has also called for 
Israel's annexation of parts of 
the West Bank and for Jewish 
settlements to be kept in 
place. 

Mr. Abbas said he ex- 
pected final status talks to 
last for two years and ulti- 
mately end in an independent 
Palestinian state. 

A senior PLO official said 
unofficial talks on final status 
issues have been going on for 
three months. 


Peres 
will win 
elections 
outright 
- secret 
surveys 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
is on course to win more than 
50 per cent of the votes in 
May 29 general elections, 
enough to score a first round 
victory in the race for pre- 
mier, two opinion polls 
showed Tuesday. 

"Mr. Peres will win in the 
first round of voting thanks to 
the support of more than 50 
per cent of electors," said the 
paper, based on the two sec- 
ret Labour Party surveys 
published by the Maariv 
newspaper. 

It said he had a lead of nine 
to 10 points over his right- 
wing rival, Likud leader Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, compared 
to just five points after the 
April 18 shelling of a U.N. 
base in Cana, South Leba- 
non, that killed 98 refugees. 

"He has pulled ahead of 
Mr. Netanyahu, through the 
support of most of the Jewish- 
electorate and many Arab- 
Israeli voters,” Maariv said. 

Israelis will elect their 
prime minister directly for 
the first time in the upcoming 
poll, along with their de- 
puties Mr. Netanyahu is Mr. 
Peres' only competitor in the 
race. 

The two opinion polls were 
ordered by Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak, who is in charge 
of Mr. Peres’ personal elec- 
tion campaign, and Interior 
Minister Haim Ramon re- 
sponsible for the whole of the 
ruling Labour Party’s cam- 
paign. 

“Labour Party leaders 
place a great deal of import- 
of these two polls car- 
ried ov+ after security 
arrangements were agreed 
for Israel’s northern border 
after the grapes of wrath op- 
eration," Maariv said. 

The agreement, criticised 
by Likud as not going far 
enough, brought to an end 
early Saturday Israel’s 16-day 
military operation in Leba- 
non aimed at halting Hizboi- 
lah cross-border rocket 
attacks. 

(Continued on page 7) 



The sister of a slain 10 year-old boy cries and mourns below his photograph in a 
mass funeral at Cana village on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Iran, Syria remain among 
Washington Terrorism list’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Iran, Syria and five other 
states sponsored "terrorist” 
groups in 1995, the U.S. 
State Department said Tues- 
day, in a report that also 
highlighted a sharp increase 
in the number of Kurdish 
attacks. 

The number of "terrorist" 
attacks worldwide rose to 440 
last year from 322 but fewer 
deaths resulted from the vio- 
lence, the report said. 

According to the report, 
165 people died in the 
attacks, compared to 314 in 

1994. But the number of 
wounded increased tenfold to 
reach 6,291. The Sarin gas 
attack in the Tokyo subway 
alone injured 5,500 in March 

1995. 

Iran was described as “the 
world’s most active supporter 
of international terrorism” 
and topped the list of nations 
that will continue to be sanc- 
tioned under U.S. law for 
their policies. 

Cuba, Iraq. Libya. Syria, 
North Korea and Sudan were 
also listed as states that “sup- 
port, tolerate and engage in 
international terrorism,” the 
report said. 

-With a total of 272 attacks 
in 1995, Western Europe was 
the hardest hit in 1995. 
according to the report. 

Most of the violence was 
attributed to what the State 


Department described as a 
“major increase" in arson 
attacks by the Kurdistan 
Labour Party (PKK) against 
property in Germany and 
Turkey. 

The PKK, which is fighting 
for an independent Kurdish 
state in southeastern Turkey, 
has 10,000 to 15,000 full-time 
guerrillas, 60,000 to 75,000 
part-time guerrillas and hun- 
dreds of thousands of sym- 
pathisers in Turkey and 
Europe, the State Depart- 
ment said. 

U.S. interests abroad were 
increasingly targeted. There 
were 99 anti-American 
attacks in 1995, up from 66 in 
1994, and 12 U.S. citizens 
were killed on foreign soil 
compared to four in 1994. 

As in previous reports, the 
State Department harshly 
criticised Iran and said 
Tehran had escalated its 
attacks on dissidents while 
continuing to provide "aims, 
training and money to 
Lebanese Hizboilah and 
several Palestinian extremist 
groups.” 

Tehran also encouraged 
Hizbolah, Hamas and other 
Palestinian groups opposed 
to the Middle East peace 
process to form a “coordin- 
ated front to resist Israel and 
the peace process through 
violence and terrorism.” 
Iranian authorities also 


reaffirmed the Heath sent- 
ence or fatwa on British au- 
thor Salman Rushdie for his 
book the Satanic Verses, con- 
sidered blasphemous by the 
late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

Syria has not been directly 
involved in attacks since 1986 
but it provides safe haven and 
support for several anti- 
Israeli groups including 
Hamas, the Palestine Islamic 
Jihad and Hizboilah, the re- 
port said. 

Damascus also allows the 
PKK to train its fighters in 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley 
where most Syrian troops are 
deployed and PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocatan resides 
pan-time in Syria. 

Iraq uses “terrorism'’ 
against Kurds in the north 
including a thallium poison 
attack on the opposition 
forces that left an unknown 
number of dead in early 1995, 
the report said. 

Cuba provides safe haven 
to “terrorists” as does North 
Korea, according to the State 
Department, while Sudan is a 
“training hub” for Middle 
East ‘terrorists," the report 
said. 

Libya was blasted for its 
refusal to turn over two Li- 
byan intelligence agents in- 
dicted for the 1988 bombing 
of a Pan Am flight over Lock- 
erbie, Scotland 


THE EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 
in Amman, has the sad duty to notify the passing away of 

Mrs. Tien Soeharto 

the Indonesian First Lady and wife of the Indonesian President, 
on Sunday, April 28, 1996. 

A Condolence Book will be opened for signature at the 
Indonesian Embassy, South Um Uthainah (6th Circle), 
next to Amra Hotel, 

from Tuesday April 30 to Monday May 6, 1996, 
from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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Lebanese bear deep scars 
from 16-day Israeli assault 


TYRE, Lebanon (AFP) — 
Lebanese civilians who 
spent terrifying days ' 
sheltering from a hail of 
Israeli fire will find it hard 
to erase the psychological 
' scars, doctors said. 

“Those who are the most 
traumatised are the chil- 
dren" said Dr. ' Hassan 
Faran at a lyre hospital, as 
he tended his patients after 
Israel's 16-day war with 
Hizbollah guerrillas in 
Lebanon. 

“Many people have lost 
all reference points in' time 
mid space, and all the pa- 
tients have serious difficul- 
ties sleeping." 

He recalled one four- 
year-old girl who was 
brought alone without her 
parents to his ward at the 
height of the Israeli bom- 
bardments. “She was com- 
pletely bewildered and 
when we asked her who was 
doing all this she cried: 
*58(158™ Hussein.’" 

“What has happened will 
mark people for a long- 
time, especially the children 
and we need to work hard ■■ 
to avoid lasting scars in the 
children." 

In the Najem hospital in. 
Tyn: which took in the dead 
and the wounded from the 
Cana massacre on April 18, 
neurologist Abdul Rahman 
Samra estimated that more ■ 


than 100 people have been 
treated for psychological 
problems since the launch 
of Israel's assault on April 
11 . 

“Some of them won't be 
released for at least six 
months at the minimum,” 
be said. He cited one case, 
of a 15-year-old girl who 
before the attacks was 
“mildly depressed" but has 
now been diagnosed as 
deeply schizophrenic. 

There were horrific 
scenes of carnage at the 
U.N. base in Cana where 
over 100 people were killed 
and more than 100 wound- 
ed when Israeli artillery 
shells slammed, into the 
camp where civilians had 
sought shelter. 

One doctor appealed to 
■ the Lebanese authorities to 
stop showing the terrible 
images on television 
screens. 

“I can’t turn on my tele- 
vision any more for fear of 
seeing these monstrosities 
again," said Jacqueline, a 
; Beirut librarian whose hus- 
band, a former soldier, had 
a heart attack when he saw 
the terrible images of 
twisted and broken bodies. 

“I am on edge the whole 
time, I can’t sleep anymore, 

I jump at the slightest 
noise,” she added. 


AH Issa at the Tebnin 
hospital 30 kilometres east 
of Tyre, confirmed be had 
seen every kind of psycho- 
logical disorder "shock, 
hysteria, fainting, loss of 
appetite.” 

Six people had been tre- 
ated at the hospital in the 
past two weeks for nervous 
breakdowns after the build- 
ings became a shelter for 
800 civilians during the 
bombardments. 

"We even had to abort 
four women who were in a 
state of shock," said 
gynaecologist Hussein 
Fawaz. 

In the village itself farmer 
Ali, 32, who spent four days 
barricaded in a tiny room 
with nine people virtually 
without food, said be was 
sure a doctor would tell him 
to spend a month in hospit- 
al. 

“There have been lots of 
nervous breakdowns in the 
village. There are still peo- 
ple who cannot walk, others 
cannot talk or- sleep.” be 
said. 

Two days after Satur- 
day's ceasefire four people 
were stfll in the Tebnin hos- 
pital suffering from spells of 
sickness, pain in their joints 
and weakness all brought 
on by the sustained bom- 
bardments. 


U.S. judge halts deportation 
of two Palestinian activists 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
federal judge on Monday 
baited deportation proceed- 
ings, against two Palestinian 
immigrants accused by the 
U.S. government of engaging 
in terrorist activities by sup- 
porting the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). 

U.S. District Judge 
Stephen Wilson ruled that 
federal authorities had sing- 
led out the fiair for deporta- 
tion while they had only en- 
gaged in non-violent huma- 
nitarian activities such as dis- 
tributing pro- PFLP literature 
and engaging in political dis- 
cussion protected by U.S. 
constitutional First Amend- 
ment rights of free speech. 

The judge's decision was 
the latest move in a 10-year 
sap in which the U.S. Im- 
migration and Naturalisation 
Service (INS) has sought to 
deport the two as well as five 


other Palestinians and a Ke- 
nyan for supporting a “ter- 
rorist organisation.” 

They are represented by 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union of southern Califor- 
nia, the New York-based 
Centre for Constitutional 
Rights' and the National 
Lawyers Guild, which, 
announced' Monday’s ruling 
by Mr. Wilson in a joint 
statement 

The statement said the 
judge’s ruling "casts serious 
doubt on the constitutionality 
of central provisions of the 
anti-terrorism law that Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton signed into 
law last week, because it 
bolds that fund-raising activ- 
ity, made criminal by that 
law, is protected by the First 
Amendment.” 

Mr. Wilson also ruled that 
the government was selec- 
tively prosecuting the group 
that has become known as 


tiie “L.A. eight,” noting that 
it had not sought to deport 
many aliens who had sup- 
ported organisations engaged 
in similar activities to the 
PFLP, such as the Nicara- 
guan contras and the Afgha- 
nistan mujahedeen. 

In halting the INS’S de- 
portation proceedings against 
Khada Hamidi and Michel 
Shehadeh, the group's 
alleged leaders, Mr. Wilson 
rejected the government's 
arguments, that they had pro- 
vided "material support” to 
the PFLP. 

Government prosecutors 
were not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

The other members of the 
group are Mr. Hamidi's wife, 
Julie Mungai, from Kenya, 
Aiad Barhkha, Niam Sharif, 
Amer Basher and brothers 
Ayman and Amjad Obeid, 
all Palestinians. 



Soraya Ansari (Souhaila Andrawes) in a Hamburg 
court on Monday (Reuters photo) 

1977 plane hijacker 
on trial in Germany 


HAMBURG (AFP) — The. 
sole survivor of a Palestinian 
group that hijacked a Ger- 
man airliner in 1977 went on 
trial amid heavy security here 
Monday and insisted she was 
being unfairly prosecuted. 

Soraya Ansari — whose 
real name is Souhaila 
Andrawes Sayeh — was part 
of tire four-member group 
whose exploir ended in 
bloodshed on the tarmac of 
Mogadishu airport in Somalia 
when the Lufthansa jet was 
stormed by crack German 
forces. 

Ms. Ansari, 43, is charged 
with hostage-taking and com- 
plicity in the murder of the 
pilot, Juergen Schumann, 
whom the group shot in cold 
blood. 

She was extradited to Ger- 
many last November after 
German investigators disco- 
vered she was in Norway, 
where sbe had settled in 
1991, married and gave birth 
to a daughter. 

The other hijackers, were 
killed . when^.tb^.Uerman . 
forces stormed the - Boeing - 
737, wiudi had 82 passengers 
and a five-member crew 
aboard. 

Crippled after being shot in 
the German rescue opera- 
tion, sbe was sentenced by a 
Somali court to 20 years' jail 
in 11978 for the hijacking, but 
found freedom after two 


years. 

In a statement to the Ham- 
burg court, the defendant 
said she was being unjustly 
prosecuted because had 
already been convicted of the 
hijacking in Somalia. But she 
admitted some responsibility 
for the murder of the pilot. 

“I do not think that I am 
not guilty of the pilot's 
death,” she said, speaking in 
Norwegian. 

But she contrasted her fate 
to that of Nobel Peace Prize 
winners Yasser Arafat and 
Yitzhak Rabin. While “the 
whole world knows of their 
serious crimes,” they were 
honoured and "I am to be 
punished twice.” 

She noted that Palestinian 
hijacker Leila Khaled had 
now been allowed to return 
home. 

Forty-seven witnesses are 
due to testify,, including 
several of the plane’s passen- 
gers. 

The hijackers* of the self- 
styled “Martyr Halimeh” 
commando had demanded 
the release of prisoners of 
Germany’s ultra-left Red 
Army faction and members 
of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. 

The plane was' comman- 
deered after .taking off from 
Palma de Majorca in Spain 
on October 13, 1977. 


Archaeologists rebuild 3,500-old jigsaw puzzle 


LUXOR (.AFP) — French 
experts are working out a 
giant jigsaw puzzle with 10-. 
tonne stone blocks dating 
back 3,500 years in a bid .to 
rebuild the pharaonic temple 
of Kamak in the southern 
Egyptian town of Luxor. 

The latest piece to fall into 
place for the reconstruction 
team is the chapel of Thut- 
mosis IV in the Kamak com- 
plex. 

“The is our most compli- 
cated work since I came 
here,” Francois Larche, an 
architect and director of the 
Franco-Egyptian Karnak 
Centre since 1990, told AFP. 

Workers had to identify 
and reassemble the 10-tonne 
blocks which made up the 
chapel, then borrow a crane 
from a nearby bridge project 
to lay the two massive ceiling 
slabs, at 35 tonnes each. 

First built in 1946 B.C., 


Kamak was added to con- 
stantly by later pharaohs who 
often cannibalised stones 
from earlier monument to 
use in their contributions to 
the 2,400 square metres com- 
plex dedicated to the sun god 
Amon. 

In their reconstructions, 
experts must identify which 
blocks in the complex be- 
longed to a particular chapel 
and then they must recreate 
exactly how they fit together. 

Near the Thutmosis IV re- 
construction stands the white 
chapel of Senostris I and the 
alabaster chape! of 
. Amenhotep I, both rebuilt by 
another team in the 1940s. 
Missing blocks from the 
chapels are filled in by brick. 

The French team has 
already begun work on the 
chapel of .Thutmosis HI and 
in October will begin on the 


Red Chapel of the queen 
Hatshepsut (1505-1484 
B.C.), the complex’s largest 
at 100 square metres. 

Hatshepsut's exquisitely 
engraved blocks of black gra- 
nite and red quartzite from 
the two chapels wait for reas- 
sembly on giant benches after 
being removed from Kar- 
nak’s third gateway where 
•bey had been reused - 

Hatshepsut’s chape) stood 
for only 20 years before being 
dismantled by her son-in-law, 
and a stroke of luck has 
helped workers to bring it 
back to life. 

In early April, Mr. Larche 
uncovered by accident in a 
warehouse part of a mock-up 
of the chapel and eight 
photos showing the entire 
mock-up. 

“It had been lost for 40 
years. Now it will speed up 


work. The proper assembly 
of two thirds of the blocks are 
shown in it,” he said. 

The centre also received in 
January a computer-imaging 
laboratory worth $90,000 
which will enable it to photo- 
graph and catalogue all the 
blocks in only two months. 

Once the chapel’s blocks 
are put in place, Larche plans 
to use the freed-up benches 
where they currently rest to 
store some 3,000 other en- 
graved blocks from the com- 
plex which have begun to 
crumble under the sun. 

A Swedish restorer, Anne- 
Marie Lind, has already be- 
gun wrapping the blocks in 
gauze for protection before 
being placed on the benches. 

Mr. Larche points to a 
70-kilogramme block as a 
crane lowers it into a cour- 
tyard of Thutmosis TV also 


■being rebuilt: “Look, 10 cen- 
timetres of the decorations 
have disappeared" through 
wear and tear. 

“Once it is back in its wall, 
it will be protected,'’ hie said. 

After five years on the site, 
Larche knows every stone by 
heart. Last year, workers 
found a stone which the re- 
builders of the Amenbotep I 
chapel missed 50 years ago. 

Workers then found it a 
perfect fit in a bricked-over 
gap of the alabaster chapel. 

. The “open air museum” of 
Karnak features a number of 
monuments already rebuilt, 
such as a monumental wall of 
Amenbotep IV and a stone- 
gate of Thutmosis n. . 

The walls of the famed 
pillared hall have alsto been 
restored, as well as an Osi- 
rian chapel and the bidden 
chapel of Amon. 


Sanction 

enforcers 

nab 76 
vessels 
since ’90 

KUWAIT (R) — A U.S.-led 
naval patrol enfo rcing sanc- 
tions against Iraq found 76 
vessels suspected of breaking 
the restrictions among the 

10.000 vessels it boarded in 
the past 5V4 years, the U.S. 
Navy said on Tuesday. 

The mnltinational mari- 
time interception force that' 
has patrolled the Gulf and 
Red Sea since Iraq's August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait on 
Sunday boarded its 10,000 
vessels suspected of import- 
ing or exporting contraband 
cargo, a U.S. Navy Fifth 
Fleet statement said. 

The vessel intercepted by 
the destroyer USS John 
Young was found to be emp- 
ty and allowed to proceed, 
the statement said. 

The Fifth Fleet is the main 
component of the force, 
which also has involved naval 
ships from France, Greece, 
Argentina, Britain, Norway, 
Spain, Denmark, New Zea- 
land, Australia, Canada, the 
Netherlands, Italy, Saudi 
Arabia and Belgium. 

“Since multinational op- 
erations began in August 
1990, ships from 15 coalition 
countries have queried over 

22.000 vessels, boarded 

10.000 and diverted 573 
under suspicion of carrying 
U.N. prohibited cargo, for 
having inaccessible cargo or 
because of improper docu- 
mentation,” foe statement 
said. 

“Of those, 76 were sus- 
pected sanctions violators 
and were turned over to 
member nations of the Un- 
ited Nations for disposition in 
accordance with U.N. guide- 
lines.’' 

Diplomats say ships found 
to be sanctions busting are 
normally turned over to Arab 
Gulf states where officials in- 
spect the vessel, sell off any 
contraband oil or goods and 
deposit tiie proceeds in a 
U.N. escrow account. ... 

Fifth Fleet Commander 
Vice-Admiral John- Scott 
Redd told a U.N. committee 
monitoring compliance with 
sanctions in February that 
countries agreeing to under- 
take on-shore inspections of 
such vessels included Bahrain 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates, the Kuwait news agen- 
cy has reported. 

Iraq protests strongly ab- 
out the continued imposition 
of sanctions, particularly on 
ofl, its main export, saying 
the penalties are causing se- 
vere suffering among Iraqis. 

Iran has protested to the 
United Nations about what it 
calls the illegal presence in 
the Gulf region of the U.S. 
Navy. 

In Dubai, a UJ5. official, 
said a tanker suspected of 
carrying 1300 tonnes of Iraqi 
ofl tried to evade U.N. sanc- 
tions by sailing along the 
Iranian coast before U.S. and 
other warships stopped it out- 
side the Gulf. 

The incident raises ques- 
tions of whether Tehran tried 
to help Baghdad avoid the oil 
and trade sanctions, and is 
likely to be debated at U.N. 
headquarters in New York. 

“It was the first incident 
whent be multinational force 
tracked a vessel (suspected of 
carrying Iraqi oil) the entire 
length of the Gulf while it 
was in Iranian waters.” the 
official said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt to host conference on fundamentaUsm 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt is to host an iuternatkpial 
conference in July on the threat posed by rdigfous 
fundamentalism, officials said Monday. The July 24 confer- 
ence, sponsored by the highest Sunni Muslim authority, in 
Egypt, AI Azhar, will group Muslim clerics, experts and 
Arab officials, said Mohammad Ibrahim Al Fayumi of 
Egypt’s Ministry of Awqaf. He said it would focus on the 
“phenomenon of international terrorism” arising from 
fundamentalism and “the position of Islam and other 
religions towards religious extremism.” Mr. Fayumi, 
1 quoted by the government daily AI Akhbar, added:' “All 
the Awqaf and Islamic affairs ministries from Arab and 
Muslim countries, more than 40 muftis as well as many 
academics from 200 countries or international organist 
dons will take part.” 

NoiHeliglouscefne^ 

BEER SHEVA (AFP) — Religious Affairs Minister 
Shimon Shetreet laid the foundation stone of Israel's first 
non-religious cemetery on Monday. Once it is built, the 
cemetery, in southern Israel, will be the final resting place 
for people of all religions and for those wbo choose not to 
be buried according to Jewish rites. Previously there -was 
only the choice of Jewish, Christian or Muslim cemexries, 
which posed .a problem for non-Jews wbo asked to be 
buried alongside their Jewish relatives. Under Jewish 
tradition only Jews can be laid to rest in Jewish cemeteries. 
Seven non-denominational cemeteries will be built across 
the country, and six non-religious undertakes will be able 
to organise funerals, breaking a monopoly held by the 
Jewish orthodox Herva Kadisha company on Jewish 
funerals. Education Minister Aranon Rubinstein, wbo took 
cart in the ceremony, said he hoped that Israelis soon 
would also be able to have civil marriages. ' 

British defence secretary to visit Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AFP) — British Defence Secretary Michael 
Portillo is to visit Cyprus at the end of May to tour the 
British sovereign bases on the Mediterranean island, the 
Foreign Ministry said Monday. But a ministry spokesman 
said “there are no plans” for Mr. Portillo to meet Cypriot 
President Glafeos derides to offer apologies over the 
killing of Danish tour guide Louise Jensen. 23, by three 
British soldiers. Alan Ford, 26, Justin Fowler, 27, and 
Jeffrey Pemell, 23, were convicted of manslaughter, 
abduction and conspiracy to rape Jensen in September 
1994. The three who were serving with the Royal Green- 
jackets at the British base of DhekeHa abducted Jensen 
after knocking her off a motorbike with their mini moke in 
the southeastern resort of Ayia Napa. They then beat her 
to death with an army shovel after trying to rape her. After 
.the trial Jensen's father Poul said the family would sue. 
“It’s not about money. The next step is to see if it is in any 
way possible to place responsibility on the British army and 
the British government,” he said. 

5 killed, 13 wounded in Somali fighting 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — At least five people were killed 
and 13 others wounded when two armed groups, both loyal 
to Somalia warlord Mohammad Farah Aideed, exchanged 
fire following a dispute over the running of the port of 
Merca, south of Mogadishu, field radio reports said 
Tuesday. The militiamen used rocket-propelled grenades 
and machine guns during the confrontation inside the pent, 
100 kilometres south of Mogadishu on Monday, according 
to witnesses contacted by.xadkj from Mogadishu. The 
fighting was .triggered by a disagreement over the appoint- 
ment'. by General Altieed, of q rfljw administrator for the 
port. Some militiamen are said to be opposed to new port 
official. 

20 children poisoned by snack in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Twenty village children aged eight to 11 
were rushed to hospital with food poisoning after eating 
food sold by a street trader, police said Tuesday. Twelve 
were being treated in a hospital near the village of Al 
Baradaaa after eating the tainted dish on Monday but eight 
others were transferred to Cairo's anti-poison treatment 
centre. They had snacked on koshari, a popular rice,, 
macaroni and lentil dish. 

Khamenei grants amnesty to 1,050 prisoners 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s paramount leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei granted full or partial pardons Monday to 
1,050 prisoners to Mark the *Eid Al Adha, the official news 
agency IRNA said. His decree, which pardoned some 
prisoners and commuted the sentences of others, came at 
the request of the head of Iran's judiciary, Mohammad 
Yazdi. The prisoners had originally been jailed by ordin- 
ary, revolutionary, military and clerical courts, IRNA said. 

1 in 3 Israelis duck military service 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — More than one in three young 
Israelis duck their military service, the ruling Labour Party 
said Monday. Thirty per cent of men and 50 per cent of 
women do not cany out military service, the head of 
Labour’s parliamentary group Raanan Cohen told a 
conference on the armed forces here. Military service is 
obligatory for Jews but students at religious colleges and 
certain social cases are exempt. Women' are often allowed 
out of duty because the army already has sufficient recruits. 
It lasts three years for men. followed by three to four weeks 
of reserve duty per year, and 20 months for women. Senior 
army officers voiced concern in February at a' larik of 
motivation among recruits. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773i 11-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

MrtW The Flintstoncs 

14 JO Speed Racer 

14:5® Bill Nyc the Science Guy 

15:15 -Dinosaurs 

15:45 

The Secret World of Ale* Mac 
16*0 

Summary of the Italian Football 
Le ague 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 

Children s Programme — Sophie 
El Viremic 1 

17 JO Scric— LTnstit 

19:00 Lc Journal 

19:15 

Magazine — Sports E{ Musiquc 

)9£0 News Headlines 

I9i35 .. Comedy — Evening Shade 
2&W 

Doc. — Computer Chronicle/ 
World Net 

2fc30 Varieties 

29-J5 Doc. — Meat- 

31:20 Doc. — Hunter 

2240 News in English 

22:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 

25:10 Drama — “Airwolf” 

23^9 Drama— Bugs 

PRAYER TIMES 

W*jo Fajr 

05:53 /Sunrise) Doha 

I2M Dhuhr 

16:13 ‘Asr 

19:15 Maghreb 

20-JM : 'Isha 

CHURCHES 

$t. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SwcHMi, Tel. #110740 


AssembBes oT God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
637440. 

De b Safie Church Tel. 661757 
' Terrusaocta Church Tel: 622366 
Church. oT the A nn i nyfam ofl Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian CatboBc Church Td. 
7713311 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

«St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman IntennUkwal Church Tel. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

Gennan-spedduz Evangelical Con- 

cregatkm Tel. 845457 

The Latter-Day Sahas Td. 654932 

Church oT Nazareae Tcl.675691. 

The Eva n g eli cal Local Church la 

Amman 

Td. 811295 

E ngthh .fipfifcliig . 

Latin Cathatks Parish Td. 614)90 

WEATHER 

Bullctirf- supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

It will be hot and winds south- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, it will 
be hot and seas calm. 

.MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 20/34 

Aqaba 25/40 

Deserts 21 / 35 

Jordan Valley 24 / 39 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32 Aqaba 38. Humidity 



readings: Amman 16 per ccnl. 
Aqaba 10 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Abdo 732920 

Dr. Jum'a Abu Dhiab 758848 ■ 

Dr. WaJid Al Masri 675485 

Dr. Ahmad Manna* 839756 

Ftras pharmacy 661912 

Ficodows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632^ 

IRE ID: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 281741 

AlOuds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafez Salfiti 914144 

KhalKch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 M 

Civil Defense Department 6611 ll 


Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 1W. 621 1 11. 637777 

-Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 89639U 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623I0J 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Walcr Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

_. . _ 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information (K-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport (18-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 8I3NI3/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

'ALMuashcr Hospital..... 667227/9 
The Islamic. Abddl .a... 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al -Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.SMarka 891611/15 

Queen AUa Hospital .... 60224850 

Amat Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

ZaiqaGovt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

□IBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al NaTccs Hospital ........ (02)247100 

AQABA. 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied, by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Mia In- 


ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


0*35 Jeddah (RJ) 

0fc55 Lamaca (RJ) 

0fc55 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Ifc3® Damascus (RJ) 

1&45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
17:30 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

l&M ... 


19M... 
IMS ... 

.... Brussels, Geneva fcjj 

19:10... 

19:15... 

19:45 ... 

... Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ^ 
London. Berlin (RJ) 

19*5... 


19:45... 

Casablanca. Madrid ?RJ) 

01:10... 

54:25 



Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

IfcM .Cairo (MS) 

12:15 Jeddah (SV) 

1340... Karachi, Abu Dhabl(PK) 

I4J0 ; Tunis (TU) 

15:00 Vienna (OS) 


I&20 Algiers (AH) 

2fe40 London. Beirut (BA) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22.-00 Sanaa (IY) 

22d5 LarnacafCY} 

23-J0 Amsterdam (KL) 

23d# Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) nights 
(Martca Airport) 

*26 Aqaba (RW) 

0*48 

Amman QAIA (arrives al Murka 
Airport al 10:20) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

Zagreb, Rome (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

’ Iti30 Rome. London (RJ) 

12:15 - Istanbul (RJ) 

2M0 Colombo (RJ] 

»= 3S Beirut (RJ) 

2,s ® Riyadh. Dhafaraa (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

-• New Delhi (RJ) 

2*“ Calcutta. Bongkok (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

**** Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut (ME) 

London (KJ) 

14:15... Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

1*2® - Tunis fTU) 

22 ■- Vienna (OS) 

22 Shanqah (AH) 

22 Lamaca(CY) 

22 Amsterdam (KL) 

***** Athens (OA) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
(Marka Airport) 

07 JO 

Amman (Marita Airport) (RW) 

•*50 .. Aqaba (RW) 

29-JO Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

22.-08 

Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN . . 

Ik* Amon... ftflOut. every Monday 
A«t. Damuscus 5410 p.n, every Monday 
Dtp. Draw 7J0a.ni. every Sunday 
Arr.Anmn .... StfOpjn. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcc/hwer price m fib per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana 600/600 

Banana (Mukammar) 520/520 

Banana (imported) 820/550 

Cabbage 1 10/ 60 

Gutw 270/150 

Cauliflower 220/150 

Cucumbers (huge) 150/ 100 

Cucumbers; (small) 250/150 

.Eggplant 300/200 

Favu beans 200/140 

Garik 1100/700 

Garik (green) 330/200 

Grape Fruit .... 330/220 

Lemon — 1 92W65Q 

Marrow (targe) .. 220/130 

Marrow (small) 340/220 

Mulukhiah 300/200. 

Onion (dry) ... — 230/ 150 

Orange 430/300 

Pe*» .420050 

Pepper (hot) 420/280 

■Pepper (sweet) _...... 400030 

Potato .. ; 170/100 

String Beans - 530-/ 35D 

Tomato ............... . 290/160 
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Home News 

Northern badia closes 
by-election candidate 
registration process 


MAFRAQ (J.T. ) — The 
nomination period for 
candidates in the May 20 
by-elections in the 
Northern Badia District 
was ended on Tuesday, 
according to Mafraq 
Governor Ahmad Lawzi. 

The by-election is being 
held to fill the Lower 
House of Parliament seat 
vacated by the death of the 
Deputy Nawaf Qadi. 

Nine candidates have 
registered to contest the 
elections. 

They are: Obeid 

iTareq Shabeel, DahaSh 
Sharafat, Trad Qadi, 
Abdul Karim Sarhan, 
er Qadi, Malah 
hah, Abdullah 
Srour, Mohammad 
Azamat, Fahd A1 
Tawafsheh. 

Mr. Lawzi said 24,000 
citizens in the Northern 
Badia District have reg- 


istered to vote. 

They will have 50 cen- 
tres in the districts towns 
and villages at which to 
cast their ballots, he 
said. 

The late Mi Qadi died 
of a heart attack minutes 
after delivering a speech 
in parliament on March 
2. 

He was laid to rest in 
his home town of Hosha 
in the Mafraq Gover- 
norate. He was 73. 

According to the Elec- 
tions Law, the winner of 
the by-elections will 
retain the parliament 
seat until the end of the 
term of the present par- 
liament. 


Detainees 
released 
on Eid 


AMMAN (Petra.) — Upon 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s directives, the gov- 
ernment Sunday released 
persons under administra- 
tive detention. 

These detainees were 
being held in custody by 
the authorities and had not 
been tried. 

Minister of Interior Awad 
Khleifat announced that 
provincial governors were 
instructed to release those 
persons held in administra- 
tive detention in their 
regions. 

The minister said that the 
release of these detainees 
poses no threat or danger to 
the society or national 
security. 

The number of those 
released was not 
available. 

Dr. Khleifat said the mea- 
sure, taken on the occasion 
of the Eid A Adha, was in 
conformity with pledges 
made by the government 
in its policy statement 
before Parliament. 



Jordan celebrates Eid A1 Adha 

Regent attends prayers at King Abdullah the Martyr Mosque 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
joined the Islamic World in 
celebrating the first day of- 
the Eid Al Adha (least of 
sacrifice) on Sunday with 
religious ceremonies in 
mosques throughout the 
country. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, joined worshippers 
for prayers at the King 
AbduP»h the Martyr’s 
Mosque in Abdali accom- 
panied by Royal Family 
members. Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Deputy Speaker of the Sen- 
ate Zeid Rifiti, House 
Speaker Saad Hayel Srour, 
Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Abdul Hafez 
Marei Kaabneh, senior gov- 
ernment officials and army 
officers 

.After the prayers, the 
Regent exchanged Eid 
greetings with the congre- 
gation and later visited the 
tombs of the late King 
Abdullah and King Talal. 

Also on Sunday, Prince 
Hassan received well-wish- 
ers at Raghadan Palace. 



The smiling faces of Eid in Jordan 




Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and Princess Sarvath visit with their daughter HRH 
Princess Stunaya, her husband Nasser Judeh and their grandchildren, twins Tkreq and Zein Al Sharaf, and Ali who 
was born on April 28. His Majesty King Hussein, who is currently on a visit to South Africa, telephoned the happy 
family to congratulate them on the joynns event and wish them all lire’s blessings, (photo by Boghos) 

Clockwise are the faces of Eid Al Adha in Amman as seen through the lease of Yousef Al ‘Allan 
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F ate of new Chechenya 
rebel leader still unclear 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The pro-Mos- 
cow Chechen government Tuesday 
backtracked on its assertion that Ze- 
limkhan Yandarbyev, the new leader 
of the Chechen separatists, had been 
killed. 

The report is being checked," gov- 
ernment spokesman Ruslan Martagov 
was quoted as saying by Russian ORT 
state television. 

Meanwhile, Moscow-backed Che- 
chen leader Doku Zavgayev an- 
nounced that Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin intended to visit Chechenya at 
a date to be fixed. The Kremlin said it 
had “no information" on such a visit, 
however. 

Chechen separatist officials dis- 
missed the earlier claim by Mr. Mar- 
tagov that Mr. Yandarbyev, who took 
over from slain rebel leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev last week, was killed in figh- 
ting among rival Chechens Sunday 
near the southwestern town of Urus- 
Maitan. 

Yusup Soslambekov, chairman of the 
Confederation of Caucasus Peoples, 
said the reports of Mr. Yandarbyev’s 
death had been put out by the pro- 
Moscow Chechen government to sug- 
gest a rift among the rebels that would 
make it impossible to hold negotia- 
tions with them, according to Interfax 
News Agency. 

Doku Makhayev, commander of 
rebel forces in western Chechenya. 
told AFP Monday that Mr. Yandarbyev 
"is in very good condition.” 

There was no shootout. It’s yet 


another lie," Mr. Makhayev said. 

Interfax also noted that the separatist 
television, broadcasting from rebel- 
held areas, bad made no mention of 
the reports on Mr. Yandarbyev's fate 
late Monday. 

Mr. Yandarbyev, 44, took over as 
separatist leader after Dudayev was 
killed on April 21 in a village a few 
kilometres south of (Jrus-Martan. 
Separatist leaders say Dudayev. 52, 
died when a Russian air-to-ground 
missile locked onto the signal from his 
satellite telephone. 

The separatists have stepped up 
attacks on Russian forces and the 
Moscow-installed authorities since 
Dudayev’s death, but a "well informed 
source” quoted by Interfax in the 
Chechen capital Grozny said separatist 
military commander Aslan Maskha- 
dov had met a member of the pro- 
Moscow government Monday. 

"The results of the meeting are being 
kept secret, but one thing is definite — 
contacts were established with sepa- 
ratist leaders." said the source. 

The meeting, concerning the condi- 
tions for starting negotiations between 
the rebels and Mr. Zavgayev's govern- 
ment , took place 30 Kilometres south 
of Grozny, the source said. 

On March 3 1 Mr. Yeltsin unveiled a 
peace plan to end 16 months of bloody 
conflict in the restive Muslim republic 
in the north Caucasus. 

The plan called for a halt to Russian 
military operations — which was 
never carried out — a gradual with- 


drawal of Russian forces and negotia- 
tions* through mediators, with 
Chechen separatists. 

Mr. Yeltsin named Tatarstan Pre- 
sident Mintimer Shaimiyev. Kazakh- 
stan President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
and King Hassan H of Morocco as 
possible mediators. 

A state commission set up by Mr. 
Yeltsin to implement his peace plan 
met in Moscow Tuesday. 

Since Dudayev's death the sepa- 
ratists have left the door open for 
peace talks, with the condition that it 
be established who ordered the assas- 
sination. 

Russian forces in Chechenya contin- 
ued pounding the rebel stronghold of 
Goiskoye overnight with artillery. The 
village, about 25 kilometres south of 
Grozny, has been devastated by 
Russian shelling in recent weeks. 

Meanwhile, negotiations continued 
between the local authorities in Shaft, 
some 25 kilometres southeast of 
Grozny, and Russian forces surround- 
ing the town. The Russian authorities 
have alleged that armed rebels are still 
in Shaft. 

Russian troops were seat to Che- 
chenya in December 1994 in a bid to 
crush Dudayev’s’ independence drive. 

Faced with international pressure 
and the upcoming June presidential 
elections, Mr. Yeltsin is keen to 
achieve a breakthrough toward ending 
the conflict in which more than 30,000 
people, mostly civilians, have died 


Sinn Fein and IRA under Wildfires 
pressure to renew ceasefire ra % e 


AD ARE, Ireland (R) — IRA guerrillas 
were under renewed pressure from the Irish 
government Tuesday to renew the truce that 
would allow their political wing, Sinn Fein, 
a seat at all-party Northern Ireland peace 
talks in June. 

Irish Foreign Minister Dick Spring sug- 
gested Monday that the issue of disarming 
the IRA, a major obstacle in the Northern 
Ireland peace process, be sifted out of the 
all-party talks and dealt with by “an inde- 
pendent outside aegis." 

He said that getting the IRA to hand over 
its weapons, including stocks of the Czechs 
made Semtex plastic explosive, was so cru- 
cial that “this approach should be explored 
with all the relevant parties as of now” 

But Ulster Unionist Party leader David 
Trimble, a leading spokesman , for the 
Protestant majority in British-ruled Nor- 
thern Ireland, dismissed Mr. Spring’s pro- 
posal, telling BBC Radio: “1 don't see any 
merit in it at all ... I think it is very foolish 
of Mr. Spring to raise the hare at this issue.” 

Mr. Spring’s comments to an Anglo-Irish 
parliamentary meeting in southern Ireland 
were the latest plea by Dublin to get the 
Irish Republican Array (IRA) to restore a 
17-month ceasefire and ensure Sinn Fein's 
voice is heard at the talks. 

They followed similar appeals by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and British Prime 
Minister John Major not to miss out on 
what the three governments say is the best 
chance of a peace agreement in more than 
two decades. 

Mr. Spring said the talks offered the first 
real opportunity for all sides to sit and work 
out a new start between Irish nationalists 
such as Sinn Fein, which wants an end to 
British rule, and Protestant Unionists who 
want to maintain it. 

“It would be tragic, for that reason, and 
for political confidence generally, if the 


credibility of the negotiating process were 
to be in any way undermined,” he said. 

Government sources said Dublin was also 
seeking to get ex-Senator George Mitchell, 
who is seen by Irish nationalists as an hon- 
est broker, appointed as a chairman of the 
talks. 

Mr. Spring said the proposal was only at a 
very early stage but it was said by aides to 
be an attempt to persuade the IRA and Sinn 
Fein that its interests would not be steam- 
rollered by Unionists at the negotiating 
table. 

. If there were inclusive ta3ks,'"no-one need 
■rise from the le having to look over their 
shoulders at those certain to reject the out- 
come because they were not there.” he said. 

The IRA began bombing London in 
February to undermine a peace process it 
says is being masterminded by Unionists to 
force an IRA surrender and banish talk of 
Irish unification. 

Mr. Spring addressed Sinn Fein and IRA 
leaders in a speech because both Dublin and 
London are refusing ministerial level con- 
tact with Sinn Fein until the truce is 
restored. 

Former British Northern Ireland Secretary 
Michael Mates, attending the Adare confer- 
ence. declined to comment to reporters after 
admitting at the weekend that he had held 
secret but inconclusive talks with Sinn 
Fein. 

The IRA leaders in a series of brief state- 
ments have accused London of bad faith 
and blocking tactics after its first extended 
ceasefire failed to win a firm date for the 
all-party peace talks. 

Mr. Spring said that now a date for the 
negotiations had been agreed, there was no 
reason for the IRA to pursue its campaign 
of bombing British targets to signal its frus- 
tration. 


Army makes snow to save 
Mongolia capital from fire 


TERELZ, Mongolia (R) — 
The Mongolian army fired 
rain-making shells into the 
sky Tuesday, triggering a 
15-cm snowfall that put out 
a huge fire threatening to 
engulf the capital Ulan 
Bator. 

The snowfall extin- 
guished the blaze 30 kilo- 
metres from Ulan Bator, but 
fires elsewhere that have 
devastated Mongolia's 
forests and pasturelands 
continued to rage, officials 
said. 

The snowfall started 20 
minutes after we shot the 
first bullets.” said an army 
officer returning from 
Terelz Nature Reserve 
where the shells were fired 
before daybreak. 

“The fire spread to about 
30 kilometres from Ulan 
Bator in the night, but the 
snow put it out." Badarch. 
the mayor of Terelz. 
Mongolia's most popular 
tourist destination 40 kilo- 
metres from Ulan Bator, 
told Reuters. 

Three weeks of fires have 
killed at least five people 
and destroyed eight million 
hectares (19.8 million 


acres) of forest and pasture- 
land, causing as much as 
$1.8 billion of damage to 
the fragile Mongolian econ- 
omy, officials say. 

The severity of the fires, 
which have been declared a 
national catastrophe and 
prompted calls for interna- 
tional aid, has been blamed 
on an almost snowless win- 
ter that has left forests and 
pas turel and tinder-dry. 

In a dramatic effort to 
save the capital, the army 
fired the rain-making shells 
after Terelz’s 600 residents 
saved their homes and idyl- 
lic nearby valleys but failed 
to stop the fire advancing on 
Ulan Bator because of 
strong winds. 

Under the direction of 
meteorologists, soldiers 
fired scores of the shells 
that exploded in the clouds 
and caused precipitation, 
leaving large areas around 
Ulan Bator blanketed under 
snow up to 15 centimetres 
deep. 

In Gachuurt, a town 30 
kilometres northeast of 
Ulan Bator, an 8 cm snow- 
fall extinguished a 12-kilo- 
metre wide blaze that fire- 


fighters and local residents 
bad failed to bring under 
control. 

“( Authorities) are now 
doing the final extinguish- 
ing of small fires in a few 
spots that are still smoulder- 
ing,” Gachuurt Mayor 
Nyamdoij said by tele- 
phone. 

Large areas of sparsely 
populated nonhem and 
eastern Mongolia were 
burning. 

In Moengon County. 120 
kilometres northeast of 
Ulan Bator, 1 .400 firefight- 
ers were struggling to bring 
a huge fire under control. 

They saved the county 
capital, where 2,000 people 
live, but were still fighting 
fires burning in the nearby 
Hentii Mountains. 

In JargalanL Bomuur and 
Bayantsogt counties, from 
50 kilometres-70 kilometres 
from Ulan Bator, another 
big fire was raging. 

“All forests have burnt, 
and 250 people are fighting 
the fires now,” one local 
official said by telephone. 


rage 

across 

U.S. 

southwest 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Wildfires fuelled by sear- 
ing temperatures and gust- 
ing winds, raged across the 
"US. southwest early Tues- 
day^ including one blaze 
threatening the Los Alamos 
Nuclear Research Plant in 
New Mexico. 

A forest fire swept over 
800-year-old Anasazi In- 
dian archaeological sites 
near Los Alamos and fires 
lit up the night skies in 
southern California and 
Arizona. 

However, nuclear offi- 
cials said even if the fire 
reached the site where the 
first atomic bomb was 
built, there was no public 
health risk. 

In Ventura County, about 
100 kilometres north of 
Los Angeles, nearly 10,000 
acres (4,047 hectares) of 
the Topatopa Mountains 
were blackened by fire and 
other wildfires were raging 
to the east of the city and 
near the Mexican border 
east of San Diego. 

One house and three 
mobile homes were des- 
troyed, two schools were 
evacuated and at least five 
firemen were injured fight- 
ing the blazes in California. 

Soaring temperatures in 
some inland canyons, cou- 
pled with hot Santa Ana 
winds gusting at 100 kilo- 
metres per hour were 
blamed for turning forests 
and undergrowth into tin- 
der traps. 

Helicopters dropped wa- 
ter on the fires around the 
town of Rubidoux, east of 
Los Angeles and in the 
Otay Mountains outside 
San Diego, where about 

1.000 acres (404 hectares) 

of forest burned. 

In Arizona, a fire con- 
sumed 12.000 acres (4.850 
hectares) of desert land east 
of Phoenix and the city was 
blanketed by smoke Mon- 
day. 

Two further fires torched 

4.000 acres (1.620 hec- 
tares) of land in Arizona's 
Fort Apache Indian Reser- 
vation. 

In New Mexico, a stub- 
born wildfire has torched 
more than 14.500 acres 
(5,868 hectares) of pines 
and shrubland since it be- 
gan Iasi Thursday. 

It blazed across one- 
eighth of the Bandelier Na- 
tional Monument, a spec- 
tacular park which houses 
about 3.400 Anasazi Indian 
archaeological sites. 
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Rescue workers prepare to dive to the waters off Cobb Island to search for the body 
of former CIA director William Colby, who is feared to have drowned. Mr. Colby's 
house is in the background (Reuter photo.) 

U.S. Coast Guard suspends 
search for ex- CIA chief Colby 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Coast Guard 
suspended its search late Monday for for- 
mer CIA Director William Colby, who 
apparently vanished on a canoeing outing 
near his weekend home at Rock Point, 
Maryland, south of Washington. 

Police divers plan to resume their search 
Tuesday after calling off their operations 
after darkness fell. But the Coast Guard said 
it is suspending the search by helicopter and 
rescue craft “pending further develop- 
ments.” 

"We are suspending the search unless 
something fresh develops," said Lt. J.G. 
Rob Keith, a spokesman in Baltimore. 

Despite an extensive search by the Coast 
Guard. Maryland State Police and other res- 
cue teams, no trace of Colby has been 
found 

His wife Sally, a former U.S. Ambassador 
to Grenada and Barbados, returned from a 
trip to Texas and has given police informa- 
tion on the routes that Colby liked to row. a 
police spokesman said. 

Police said they were operating on the 
assumption Colby, 76, had fallen victim to 
a boating accident and not foul play. 

His sudden, mysterious disappearance 
stirred inevitable reminders of die espi- 
onage netherworld he once dominated as 
director of the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) from September. 1973. to January. 
1976. 

The Coast Guard said it had received a 
call from a Colby neighbour in southern 
Maryland about 7:30 pim. Sunday, report- 
ing him overdue after- a canoe trip that he 
apparently began Saturday night. 

Authorities in Charles County, Maryland, 
said Colby apparently had planned to be 


away only briefly and had left his radio and 
computer on when he went out 

At least a dozen divers plumbed the 
depths and combed the shores of the 
Potomac River and its Wicomico tributary 
close to where Colby’s overturned green 
canoe was found by a local boater just off 
Colby’s dock about noon Sunday. 

Officials in Charles County, where Colby 
had a home facing Cobb Island, said they 
had no reason to suspect foul play. 

"Right now we're viewing it as an acci- 
dent,” Sheriff Fred Davis told reporters. 
“But I will not rule out foul play. You never 
rule that out till we finally locate the indi- 
vidual and get an autopsy done. But right 
now it is being considered as an accident, a 
boating accident.” 

Colby, who parachuted into German- 
occupied France in 1944 as a U.S. opera- 
tive. went on to mastermind many of the 
CIA's clandestine operations in Indochina 
as head of its Far East Division from 1963 
to 1968. 

But he is perhaps best known for having 
blown the whistle on CIA abuses of its 
power shortly after President Richard 
Nixon appointed him as director in May. 
1973. 

At that time, he turned over to Congress 
the CIA’s so-called “family jewels” — 
records of questionable operations that 
included plans to kill Cuban President Fidel 
Castro, the unauthorised opening of Am- 
ericans’ mail, illegal domestic phone tap- 
ping and psychedelic drug experiments on 
unwitting Americans. 

Some of Colby’s CIA colleagues regarded 
him as a turncoat for his role in this expo- 
sure. 







A canoe (right) is shown on the grounds of former CIA director William Colby's 
house as law enforcement officials appear in the background (left). The canoe is 
believed to have been found in the waters near Mr. Colby’s home (Renter photo) 

Top army general killed by Khmer 
Rouge in northwest Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — The military 
commander in charge of the Cambodian 
government’s recently aborted dry-season 
offensive against Khmer Rouge guerillas 
has been killed by the rebels, military 
sources said Tuesday. 

General In Sidare was killed in a Khmer 
Rouge ambush Monday afternoon in the 
northwest province of Battambang about 20 
kilometers north of the Khmer Rouge 
stronghold of Pailin at Phnom Koan Damrei 
(Baby Elephant Mountain), they said. 

The general and nine other soldiers were ‘ 
riding back from the mountain on an 
armoured personnel carrier (APC) after 
inspecting a new outpost when slx or seven 
guerrillas came out of the jungle and fired 
B-40 rockets at them, military sources said. 

Six of the soldiers including the general 
were killed and four wounded, three seri- 
ously, said Gen. In Sidare's brother. 
General In Dara. who commands the 
army's Division 2 which is based in 
Battambang province. 

“They did not see the Khmer Rouge com- 
ing.” Gen. In Dara said. "They ambushed 
and ran away. My brother was hit in the leg 
and shrapnel got into his stomach.’’ 

Gen. In Sidare, 39, was the commander of 
Cambodia’s Fifth Military 
Region, based in Battambang which also 
includes the northwest provinces of Pursat 
and Banteay Meanchey. 

He bad led the latest offensive against the 
guerrillas under the direct command of the 


Royal Cambodian Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Keo Kim Yan. 

That offensive, which began in January 
against the Khmer Rouge bases of Pailin 
and Phum Klar Ngap (Dead Tiger Village) 
further northwest' in Banteay Meanchey 
province, was halted in mid- April when the 
onset of the monsoon season began to ham- 
per the army’s ability to move heavy equip- 
ment 

The offensive ended with the government 
gaining ground from the rebels. 

The five others killed in the ambush were 
cremated in Battambang, but Gen. In Si- 
dare’s body was brought back to Phnom 
Penh were it is now lying at the Ministry of 
Defense with a 24-hour guard. 

Gen. In Sidare is to be cremated Friday 
near the royal palace at a site reserved for 
the funeral services of Cambodia’s most 
important national figures. Both of the 
country's prime ministers are expected to 
attend. 

The general, who is survived by his wife, 
two sons and a daughter, joined Cambodian 
forces allied with the Vietnamese in 1978 
and helped to topple the Khmer Rouge 
regime a year later. 

He then served in the army of the 
Vietnamese-backed People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea and subsequent state of Cam- 
bodia governments before the 1993 U.N.- 
backed election. After the vote all fightin® 
forces were integrated, except the Khmer 
Rouge who boycotted the election. 


Zoo mascot panda 
dies 

MADRID (AFP) — Chu 
Lin, the first giant panda 
bom in captivity in Europe, 
died Monday in Madrid 
from a prostate infection, 
the zoo authorities an- 
nounced. The body of Chu 
Lin will be preserved and 
exhibited at die entrance to 
the zoo beside his mother, 
Shao Shao who died in 
1983 five years after being 
given to the Spanish royal 
couple by the Chinese gov- 
ernment Chu Lin was bom 
13 years ago after his mo- 
ther had been inseminated 
artificially with the sperm 
from a panda in London 
Zoo. Every year, Madrid 
Zoo held a party for Chu 
Lin’s birthday and children 
were allowed to approach 
him to “congratulate” him. 
He died just as the zoo had 
finally found him a suitable 
mate after years of looking. 

Girl leaves 
hospital ‘on road 
to smile’ 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
7-year-old girl bora with- 
out the ability to show 
facial expressions has left 
hospital after surgery that 
doctors hope will enable 
her to smile for the first 
time — just in time for her 
birthday. “She’s on the 
road to a smile." a hospital 
spokeswoman said of 
Chelsey Thomas. Chelsey 
underwent 10 hours of mic- 
rosurgery last Tuesday in 
which doctors transplanted 
a nerve from her thigh into 
her right cheek because she 
was born with a neurologi- 
cal condition that left her 
with what the spokeswo- 
man described as a “mask- 
like face.” 

Shanghai 
residents queue 
up for private lines 

SHANGHAI (R) — An 
average of 1,000 Shanghai 
households apply each day 
for private telephones, with 
. 132.000 on the waiting list, 
die Wen Hui Bao newspa- 
per said. In the first quarter 
oft 996, the authorities ins- 
talled 240,000 private tele- 
phones. taking the total in 
the city at the ead of March 
to 2.477 million, it said. 
Surveys have found that 70 
per cent of Shanghai resi- 
dents regard a private tele- 
phone as essential for their 
daily life, while 10 years 
ago most people believed 
only business people need- 
ed one, it addal 

Snooker player 
gets a break 

SHEFFIELD, England (R) 
— Irishman Ronnie O'Sul- 
livan escaped being thrown 
out of the World Snooker 
Championship after admit- 
ting assaulting a tourna- 
ment official. The World 
Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association hand- 
ed him a suspended two- 
year ban and fined him 
£20,000 ($30,000) after he 
had admitted Sunday’s as- 
sault on press officer Mike 
Ganley following an argu- 
ment. O'Sullivan, 20, apol- 
ogised at a disciplinary 
hearing and promised that 
in future he would be a 
"model professional and an 
ambassador for the game." 
He agreed to pay a further 
£10,000 to two charities. 

German farm 
minister ducks 
mad cow issue 

LUXEMBOURG (R) — 
German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl may have swal- 
lowed the diplomatic joke 
played by British Prime 
Minister John Major and 
eaten British beef in Lon- 
don, but German Farm 
Minister Jochen Borchert 
felt no such compunction 
in Luxembourg. “I eat Ger- 
man beef with great rel- 
ish," he told reporters who 
asked him at a meeting of 
European Union farm min- 
isters if he would eat 
British beef. He repeated 
the reply when asked what 
he eats when he is in Eng- 
land, Undeterred, the re- 
porters threw in the com- 
plication that he might fail 
to find any German beef in 
Britain. “Then I eat duclt I 
like eating duck,” Mr. 
Borchert replied. 
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Aii aerial view of the burnt out guest boose where a gunman held hostages after the shooting massacre of 35 peo- 
ple at Port Arthur in the island state of Tasmania (Reuter photo) 

Catholic priest defends himself Clinton 

• xt • i_ i a. a. targets U.S. 

m Nazi holocaust controversy * . „„„ 


PARIS (APT 5 ) — A Catholic priest who is a 
virtual folk-hero in France defended him- 
self Tuesday against storm of criticism over 
his backing for a controversial writer 
indicted for revisionist views on the Nazi 
holocaust. 

Abbe Pierre, an S3-year-old champion of 
minority rights, said he had never sought to 
falsify the Jewish genocide in backing 
writer Roger Garaudy and calling for more 
historical research into the shoah. 

“I firmly condemn all those who for vari- 
ous reasons seek in whatever way to deny, 
falsify, or portray as unimportant the shoah 
which will always remain an indelible mark 
of shame in the history of our continent," a 
statement said. 

He said he realised the time was not right 
for new research into the holocaust. 
“Considering that the necessary climate 
does not exist at the moment. I have decid- 
ed not to ask for a new meeting of histori- 
ans aimed at establishing more perfect 
knowledge of history,” he said. 

’ The' cleric has sparked fierce protests in 
recent days by backjpg Garaudy. who 
claims the holocaust “myth” had been used 
to place Jews “above ail international law." 

Garaudy, a former Communist leader who 
converted to Islam, was charged last week 
for “negating crimes against humanity” by 
his book The Founding Myths Of Israeli 
Politics. 

But Abbe Pierre has refused to withdraw 
his support for him. In a newspaper inter- 
view Monday Abbe Pierre defended his 
backing for Garaudy. While insisting he 
was not anti-Semitic, he said he wanted to 
“question a taboo” by opening the holo- 
caust to serious historic investigation. 

He insisted that organisations such as the 
International League Against Racism and 
Anti-Semitism l LICRA) were wrong to 
refuse any debate over the issue. 

“A body like LICRA declares in an 
absolutely dogmatic way that it is a sacred 
subject and that any historical research — 
such as that which might seek to better 


understand the Inquisition or the Crusades 
— is unnecessary. 

Nazi gas chambers were an example of 
issues that should be open to historical 
research, he said. “It appears probable that 
all the cells which the Nazis planned to 
build were never actually constructed,” he 
told Liberation. 

On Tuesday the French Catholic Church 
joined a growing army of critics denounc- 
ing the cleric. 

The Bishops' Conference said in a state- 
ment that it “deplores the commitment of 
Abbe Pierre alongside Roger Garaudy” and 
“refuses the very serious confusion and the 
scandal which has resulted from the support 
which has been brought.” 

It added that Abbe Pierre was abusing the 
moral authority bestowed on him. Hie 
church “cannot accept being understood in 
this way," it said, adding that “the moral 
backing .. and authority" of priesthood 
“commit the Church of France in the view 
of public opinion,” it said. 

The bishops’ comments were only the lat- 
est condemnation of the curare over the 
issue. On Monday LICRA said it was "sad- 
dened” by his views and called on Abbe 
Pierre to quit the group. 

Henri Hadjendberg, head of the French 
Jewish umbrella group CRIF, said Abbe 
Pierre was “expressing theories of an out- 
dated Christian anti-Judaism.” 

The curate was however unrepentant 
Tuesday. He “did not intend to cast doubt in 
any way on the atrocious reality of the 
shoah and the millions of Jews exterminat- 
ed because they were Jews,” the statement 
said. 

He insisted that he would only withdraw 
his support from Garaudy if he reneged on 
promises made. 

"Roger Garaudy has orally and in written 
form pledged ro acknowledge any error 
which is proved against him. It is only if he 
does not keep to this pledge that, with sad- 
ness, I would withdraw my confidence 
from him.” he said. 


Tigers demand army withdrawal 
ahead of Sri Lanka peace talks 


COLOMBO {AFP) — Sri Lanka's Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas Tuesday formally demand- 
ed the withdrawal of government forces 
from their former bastion of Jaffna before 
any talks could be held through internation- 
al mediators. 

The se parati st Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) said Sri Lankan government 
forces were involved in a "war of aggres- 
sion" and declared a cessation of hostilities 
was necessary to create an atmosphere for 
peace. 

‘The LTTE cannot participate in a politi- 
cal dialogue unless Sri Lanka puts an end to 
military aggression and occupation and 
withdraws troops from the occupi ed te rrito- 
ries in the Jaffna peninsula." the LTTE said. 

The statement, issued from the LTTE's 
London office, came just a day after the 
group called for Swiss intervention to end 
the drawn-out separatist war and arrange a 
truce. 

Hie Colombo government has dismissed 
the call as “irrelevant,” 

“We urge the international community to 
use their good offices to impress upon the 
Sri Lankan government to give up the mili- 
tary option and create conditions of normal- 
ity conducive to the peace process a nd a 
negotiated settlement," the latest LTTE 
statement said. 

The Sri Lankan government said the 
question of a truce did not arise, because 
the security forces merely to sought to free 
Tamil civilians from the rebels’ dictatorial 
grip. 

~‘Thc LTTE call is irrelevant,” a Sri 
Lankan government spokesman said. “The 
fighting is by the Tigers. The government 
can talk directly with the Tamil people.” 

The spokesman said that the govern- 
ment's political package aimed at ending 
the separatist conflict by granting greater 
autonomy to minority Tamils could be dis- 
cussed with tens of thousands of Tamils 


now returning to their homes. 

Chief military spokesman Brigadier 
Saratb Munasingbe said the Tigers bad 
realised the virtue of talks after the severe 
setbacks they suffered at the hands of the 
advancing army in the Jaffna peninsula, the 
former Tiger citadel. 

The Tigers, in talks with President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga between October 
and April last year, rejected an offer from 
France to provide mediation. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka’s Roman Catholic 
Church withdrew its support for the securi- 
ty forces’ drive against Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las Tuesday and said there cannot be a mil- 
itary solution to the country’s civil strife. 

The Catholic Bishop's Conference in Sri 
Lanka joined a chorus of pro-TamiJ rebel 
organisations in a statement calling for talks 
between the government and the LTTE. 

“We are of the view that war and violence 
even if perpetrated in the name of peace or 
human rights will not solve problems," the 
Catholic bishops said in their latest state- 
ment, a sharp contrast to their earlier posi- 
tion. 

In December, the church issued a state- 
ment tacitly suppor ting t he military cam- 
paign against the LTTE in the northern 
Jaffna peninsula and quoted from scriptures 
to justify the war. 

"War is being fought to bring about peace, 
and this seemingly contradictory statement 
has been explained to carry its proper 
meaning which finds justification in many 
events in the past,” the church said in 
December. 

The Catholic leadership had also ordered 
all Roman Catholic Churches to give their 
Christmas collections to the National 
Defence Fund set up by President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga to care for wound- 
ed soldiers. 


targets U.S. 
youth in new 
anti-drug 
plan 

MIAMI (R) — Taking his 
cues from a well-worn 
political playbook. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton Monday 
unveiled a new national 
strategy to fight drug ab- 
use, which drains more 
than $100 billion a year 
from the U.S. economy. 

Like many previous 
plans to combat a social 
blight blamed for much of 
the crime and violence in 
America. Mr. Clinton’s 
five-pronged strategy pla- 
ces top priority on halting 
an upward trend in drug 
use by-young people. 

‘The . most .perplexing, 
pcofciem we face in this 
area • is this: While the 
(overall drug use) rate has 
gone down, drug usage 
among people under 18 has 
gone up,” Mr. Clinton told 
students at George Wa- 
shington Carver Middle 
School. 

He said he chose to visit 
the school “because of 
what you have done: Zero 
guns, zero assaults, zero 
incidents of drug-relared 
violence, zero drugs.” 

“That's where America 
ought to go, and where 
America can go,” said Mr. 
Clinton, who admitted dur- 
ing the 1992 presidential 
campaign that he had once 
smoked marijuana as a 
youth, but did not inhale. 

Mr. Clinton’s strategy 
seeks to: 

— Motivate America's 
youth to reject illegal drugs 
and substances; 

— enhance public safety 
by reducing drug-related 
crime and violence; 

— reduce health, welfare 
and crime costs from ille- 
gal drug use; 

— shield America’s bor- 
ders from drug trafficking, 
and 

— break up foreign and 
domestic sources of sup- 
ply. 

The new strategy, which 
will be implemented by 
Retired Army General 
Barry McCaffery. a U.S. 
war hero recently named to 
lead the fight on drug 
abuse, also calls for ending 
the spread of Methamphe- 
tamine, or “Meth .” 

In Washington, Republi- 
can congressional leaders 
said they welcomed Mr. 
Clinton's initiative but crit- 
icised him for what they 
said was a lack of leader- 
ship on drags over the past 
three years. 

“Bob Dole and congres- 
sional Republicans will do 
what it takes to provide 
General McCaffrey with 
whatever support he needs. 
The question for the nation 
is will Bill Clinton do the 
same?” Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Or- 
rin Hatch of Utah said at a 
news conference. 

New York Representa- 
tive Ben Gilman, chairman 
of the House International 
Relations Committee, 
called Mr. Clinton's plan, 
“old wine in new bottles.” 


Australian charged in mass 
murder case; 35 killed 


HOBART, Australia (R) — 
Australian Martin Bryant, 
described as a wealthy and 
eccentric loner, was charged 
at his hospital bedside 
Tuesday with one count of 
murder in a shooting mas- 
sacre at a tourist site which 
claimed 35 lives. 

Police threw a security 
cordon around Royal 
Hobart Hospital and put Mr. 
Bryant in an isolated sec- 
tion, fearing revenge attacks 
by angry local residents 
after the shooting spree 
Sunday when in one bloody 
hour 32 people were lolled 
and 19 wounded. 

The words “an eye for an 
eye” appeared on a hospital 
wall and the hospital 
received threatening phone 
calls after Mr. Bryant was 
brought in Monday from the 
massacre area, the former 
penal site of Port Arthur 50 
kilometres southeast of the 
Tasmanian capital Hobart 

“There has been at least 
one veiled threat and this 
person (Bryant) may be in 
some danger,” said 
Tasmanian Assistant Police 
Commissioner Luppo Prins. 
“We are aware of the possi- 
bility of reprisal and that’s 
why we have taken precau- 
tions.” 

At a five-minute bedside 
court hearing attended by a 
court magistrate, prosecutor 
and legal aid officer, Mr. 
Bryant. 28, was formally 
charged with murder as he 


lay sedated on his stomach. 

- Mr. Bryant, being treated 
for burns to his back and 
buttocks received when fire 
gutted a cottage guest house 
where he held three hos- 
tages overnight Sunday, 
was not required to enter a 
plea. He was remanded to 
appear in a local court May 
22 . 

The charred remains of 
the three hostages were in 
the burnt out guest house. 
The third body was only 
found Tuesday to take the 
death toll to 35. 

A court official said Mr. 
Biyant did not speak during 
Tuesday’s hearing. ‘Tie was 
certainly awake and aware 
of what was going on,” said 
court official David Bliss. 

“There is a possibility of 
further charges. I can't tell 
you what they may be,” Mr. 
Prins said. 

Among the gunman’s vic- 
tims in die one-hour ram- 
page Sunday was a three- 
year-old girl, her six-year- 
old sister and their mother. 
The six-year-old was hiding 
behind a tree when shot, 
police said. 

Police said all the known 
victims of the shooting ram- 
page had been found. Five 
of the 19 wounded have 
been discharged from hos- 
pital, four remain in serious 
but stable condition, and the 
others are expected to be 
discharged over the next 



An undated file photo of 
Martin Bryant, the 28 
year-old man who was 
arrested following the 
massacre of 35 people at 
the Port Arthur historic 
rite in the southern 
Australian island state of 
Tasmania (Reuter photo) 

few days. 

Mr. Bryant was being 
treated in the same hospital 
as the wounded for his 
burns, and hospital staff 
said he would receive both 
medical and psychological 
assessment 

“We do not know how 
long this person will be in 
hospital,” said Lindsay 
Pyne, chief executive offi- 
cer at hospital. 

Mr. Pyne said hospital 
staff were under stress, hav- 
ing to treat a man charged in 
relation to the massacre and 
the victims. 

“Virtually all of the peo- 
ple in Tasmania may have 
seen a photo of tire person 
who committed the crime,” 


Mr. Prins said. 

Mr. Bryant’s photograph 
was published in newspa- 
pers across Australia and 
elsewhere Tuesday, before 
he was charged. 

The publication of the 
photo prompted Tasmania's 
top prosecutes' to warn the 
media about its coverage of 
the massacre. 

Neighbours have des- 
cribed Mr. Bryant as an in- 
troverted man, who inherit- 
ed wealth from an elderly 
female companion and 
loved animals. 

“He was withdrawn and 
quiet and very strange,” 
said Scott Goldsmith, who 
lived opposite Mr. Bryant in 
Hobart. 

Australia is a nation in 
mourning following the 
massacre, with all Austral- 
ian flags on government 
buildings to be flown at half 
masr Wednesday, and vari- 
ous church services being 
staged around the country. 

Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard will attend a 
service Wednesday and may 
visit the wounded’ in hospi- 
tal. Tasmania's parliament 
has been adjourned for a 
week as a mark of respect 

Tasmania’s Anglican 
Archbishop Phillip Newell 
called for a one-minute na- 
tional silence Wednesday as 
a mark of respect. “That 
would make a great national 
recognition of this tragedy,” 
Arch. Newell said. 


Shooting in Liberian capital after mansion attack 


MONROVIA (R) — Rival factions exchanged gunfire in 
the east of the Liberian capita] Tuesday after the head of 
state and the leader of the country’s biggest militia fled the 
presidential offices under a hail of bullets. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs 
George Moose and Ghana’s Deputy Foreign Minister Mo- 
hammad Tbn Chambas were due in Monrovia to continue 
mediation efforts. 

Wilton Sankawulo. chairman of the Council of State, and 
Vice-Chairman Charles Taylor, fled the executive mansion 
Monday under a hail of gunfire. 

Mr. Taylor’s forces opened fire as ethnic Krafcn fighters, 
advanced 'up the MU to the mansion 'from the main army 
barracks. The Krahn said they took the presence of scores 
of Taylor’s gunmen at (he mansion as a provocation and the 
fighting spread to the Sinkor district beyond the mansion. 

Mr. Taylor had sworn the Council of State would return to 
work Monday as a confidence-boosting gesture, though the 
area around the barracks, where Krahn gunmen are holed 
up. has remained tense despite the 10-day-old ceasefire. 


Fighting broke out on April 6 after the council tried to 
arrest Krahn warlord Roosevelt Johnson on murder 
charges. 

A Ghanaian-mediated truce on April 19 allowed West 
African peacekeeping troops to deploy around the city cen- 
tre but parts of the eastern suburbs remain no-go areas. 

At least one Krahn fighter was killed and a West African 
peacekeeper from the ECOMOG force was wounded. 

“The buffer zone between them was too small,” said 
Monie Captan, minister of state for presidential affairs, who 
was also in the mansion. •’ ‘ ‘ ' ,r> K 11 
■ ‘They’re’ all factions’, right?” said Wiliiatp 1 Massaquoi. a- 
•’second lieutenant in the mainly-Krahir Aimed Forces, Oif 
‘ Liberia militia. T don’t see why one faction should be 
allowed to enter the ground and not the others.” 

Fighting raged between Krahn militias and Mr. Taylor's 
forces in the Sinkor district beyond the mansion, and the 
Lebanese charge d’affaires who bad remained in the 
embassy through two weeks of fighting was evacuated. 


Basque deal boosts Aznar for government vote 


MADRID (R) — A late agreement 
with moderate Basque nationalists has 
guaranteed Spanish conservative lea- 
der Jose Maria Aznar a bigger majori- 
ty for his investiture as prime minister 
next Saturday after 13 years of 
Socialist rule. 

The Basque Nationalist Party (PNV) 
agreed late Monday to throw its five 
votes behind Mr. Aznar in what could 
become a longer-term alliance with his 
centre-right Popular Party (PP). 

The pact was mostly symbolic since 
the Basques would prove of little help 
to Mr. Aznar if he were Co fall oat with 
Catalan nationalists who hold the bal- 
ance of power. 

The Catalans decided Sunday after 
eight weeks of negotiation to back Mt 
Aznar for prune minister and said they 
hoped the pact would stand for the full 
four years of the legislature. 

But Catalan regional President Jordi 
Pujol has already said he cannot guar- 
antee that his coalition will not pull 
out if the PP fails to keep satisfying its 
demands. 

The PP had to turn for backing to the 
Catalan Convergence and Unity (CIU) 
coalition and smaller regional parties 
because the March 3 general election 
left it 20 seats short of an absolute 
majority in the 350-seat parliament 

The Socialists, in power since 1982, 
blamed their narrow defeat in part on 


charges that they had engineered a 
“dirty war” against Basque ETA sepa- 
ratist rebels which killed 27 people 
between 1983 and 1987. 

Their first interior minister was 
indicted in January on three counts for 
masterminding . and r unning d eat h 
squads, but Tuesday a Supreme Court 
writ cleared outgoing Prime Minister 
. Felipe Gonzalez and two other top 
Socialists of all accusations that they 
had backed the covert campaign. 

Following the agreement with the 
Basque moderates, Mr. Aznar is now 
expected to obtain 181 voces Saturday 
at the end of the two-day investiture 
debate — the PP’s 156 seats, CRJ’s 
16, four from the Canary Islands 
Coalition and the PNV's five. 

The Basques' vote, although techni- 
cally superfluous, gives the PP a com- 
fortable margin over Mr. Gonzalez's 
Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE) and 
the Communist-led United Left (IU) 
coalition who are expected to vote 
a gains t. 

Aznar is r^pected to take an oath of 
office before King Juan Carlos Sunday 
and form a government by Monday. 

The pillars of the deal with the PNV 
are agreement on economic principles 
and job-training and the return of the 
region’s so-called historic heritage — 
property and funds confiscated during 
the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939). 


The secretary-general of the Basque 
branch of the Socialist Party, Ramon 
Jauregui, said he was concerned that 
the PP was buying the support of 
Basques and Catalans in exchange for 
purely material compensation. 

“The accords could mean that... big 
differences and political injustices 
emerge (between regions), which is 
always dangerous, or that the state 
deficit shoots up and we don’t fulfil 
the Maastricht (EU single-currency) 
criteria,” Mr. Jauregui said. 

The Socialists have already 
denounced the PP’s pact with CIU as 
favouring the wealthy northeastern 
region and jeopardising efforts to trim 
Spain’s budget deficit. 

The Basque country is to have 
greater control over some types of tax 
revenues such as special taxes on alco- 
hol, tobacco and fossil fuels, while 
income tax and non-residents’ tax are 
also under review. 

- All semi -autonomous regions. are to 
obtain control over 30 per cent of 
income tax revenues instead of 15 per 
cent at present, and have a greater say 
in setting and managing taxes. 

The PP has also agreed to a host of 
Catalan requests including greater 
control over traffic police and man- 
agement of ports and more autonomy 
in managing job placements and train- 
ing- 


India holds fresh balloting in 447 poll booths 


NEW DELHI (agencies) — India began a fresh round of 
voting Tuesday at more than 400 polling stations where 
weekend violence marred earlier ballots in a huge election 
exercise in the world's largest democracy. 

Voting began in 447 polling booths in 44 of the con- 
stituencies which voted Saturday, the first day of six-phase 
elections all major opinion polls say will end in a coalition 
government when a clear picture emerges by May 11. 

On Saturday, voting was held for 150 of parliament’s 543 
seats being contested, with a total of some 200,000 polling 
booths in use. 

The start of the election was generally peaceful, if dull. 
Strict enforcement of campaign spending and practice rules 
by the hawkish Election Commission severely restricted the 
colourful campaigning and largesse that have marked 
Indian elections is the past. 

In the last poll in 1991, about 300 people were killed in 
election violence. This time, reports of violence, intimida- 
tion and attempts at rigging the polls have been far fewer. 

Up to 1.75 million policemen have been drafted in to 
guard the polls, which end in the rebellious northern state 
of Jammu and Kashmir on May 30. The elections are 
phased to allow security forces to be moved around the 
sprawling country with 590 million voters. 

The election pits Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao’s 


ailing Congress Party against a fierce challenge from the 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and a loose 
leftist alliance, the National Front-Left Front (NF-L1 1 . 

All major opinion polls predict the BJP, a fringe party 
with only two seats in 1984, will emerge as the biggest 
party for the first time. 

But it is considered unlikely to be able to find enough 
allies to form a government and the most popular forecast 
is for a Congress NF-LF coalition. 

Hie Janata Dal, a major component of the leftist alliance, 
said Tuesday it would consider a coalition with Congress if 
Mr. Rao stepped down. 

Most of Tuesday’s balloting was in the troubled north- 
eastern state of Assam and in Andhra Pradesh, Mr. Rao's 
southern home base. 

Voting in his Andhra Pradesh constituency of Nandyal 
was disrupted Saturday by political activists who poured 
water and ink into ballot boxes, and by two bomb blasts. No 
one was hurt by the crude bombs. 

The Federal Election Commission ordered fresh voting in 
one Assam constituency after it found die name of an inde- 
pendent candidate had not been printed on the ballot papa. 

An estimated 450,000 people were eligible to vote in 
Tuesday's voting. ... I 
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An alarming applaud 

IT IS U.S. President Bill Clinton's right to help Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres win the upcoming 
Israeli elections. But it is the responsibility of the 
White House chief as president of the country that is 
sponsoring the Arab^Israeli peace talks to show 
sensitivity to the feelings of all parties involved in the 
process and respect for the agreements which the 
United States helped reach among them. That is a 
responsibility to which Mr. Clinton seems to be giving 
i little attention as he works to ensure that Mr. Peres 
remains at the helm of Israeli politics after the May 29 
elections. 

There was nothing surprising about Mr. Clinton’s 
assertion in front of a Jewish lobby group of the U.S. 
nnshakeable support for the Jewish state. After all. he 
is the U.S. president whom an Israeli newspaper 
dubbed as “the yes man who agreed to ... Peres’ every 
request." 

'‘It is unlikely that an American president (other 
than Mr. Clinton) would have defended Israeli 
shelling of a neighbouring state which led to so many 
deaths,*’ wrote the Israeli paper Yediot Aharonot. 
Not quite. Many an American president defended 
Israeli acts which were condemned by the majority of 
the international community and many an American 
president provided unequivocal support for the Jew- 
ish state at times when such stands simply defied logic. | 
The only difference is that Mr. Clinton has gone I 
beyond what any of his predecessors did in his blind 
support for Israel. 

The U.S. speaks of itself as a credible sponsor of the 
peace talks. But its actions belie its words. It was in 
the White House that Israel and the Palestinians 
signed the agreement which pledged that the future of 
occupied Jerusalem would be decided in the final 
status negotiations, that have yet to start. Mr. Clinton 
was witness to that agreement. But this legal and 
ethical U.S. obligation to the deal seems to be taken 
lightly, very lightly, by Mr. Clinton. His concern with 
pleasing Israel seems to be much stronger than his 
concern for U.S. obligations and the success of the 
peace process. This is the only explanation for Mr. 
Clinton’s applaud when Mr. Peres announced this 
week that occupied Jerusalem will “remain the 
undivided capital'’ of Israel, in violation of Israel’s 
commitment to the Palestinians in the Oslo deal which 
was signed in Washington. 

A White House official rushed to explain that Mr. 
Clinton's behaviour came out of politeness, saying 
that the U.S. still believes that the future of Jerusalem 
should be decided in the final status negotiations. Not 
cot High. Mr. Clinton’s behaviour has serious implica- 
tions. People in high offices usually calculate their 
moves. The president of the U.S. certainly does that. 

If it is true that his clapping for Peres' detenmnation 
to violate the Oslo deal was a blunder and does not 
represent official U.S. policy, Mr. Clinton himself has 
to make that clear — that is, of course, if be really 
cares about the U.S. credibility and how the .Arabs see 
him and bis countrv. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THT l YTTSr Israeli aggression has proved that Iran 
wields enough real power in Lebanon through the 
ibri'iiMah resistance group and through the facilities 
provided by Syria to enable Tehran to perpetuate as 
infltianee in liie region, said Mahmoud Rimawi. a 
wnicr for \l Ha’i. Indeed. Tehran was jubilant over the 
outcome !, 1 the Israeli aggression since the ceasefire 
agreuiiic::! allowed its Hubuliah allies to retain the 
tight i*.i ware war on Israeli military targets. *aid the 
writer Un the diplomatic front, both the United Stales 
and 1'nuKv. which proposed ideas for the ceasefire, 
involved Iran m die negotiations, considering Tehran as 
a partner on equal footing with Damascus and Beirut, 
he ■'•yd Iron's presence in Lebanon is not restricted to 
helping Hezbollah launch attacks on Israel, but is also 
lei: throta .h the social, cultural, informational and other 
•• !:ich this group exercises in southern 
with direct help from Tehran and indirect and 
!.:c:t .ipp rcval from Damascus, said the writer. He said 
tlf.il despite the wide destruction inflicted on the Sfiiite- 
dommatod region of south Lebanon, the Shiites of 
Lebanon and Iran have proved, through their steadfast- 
nc s. that they are a power to reckon with at both the 
diplomatic and military levels. 

A WRITER lor Al Dus tour decried the stand of the 
\rah League during the Lebanese ensis, noting that 
while the Arab League proved to be impotent in the 
face of Israel's aggression, the Arab leaders tend to 
show "bravery of lions*' vis-a-vis Iraq. Tuber Adwan 
»;uiJ that, for its part. Jordan should reconsider its rela- 
tions with Israel in view of the massacre it committed 
m Lebanon and in light of the Jewish state’s rejection 
cf Jordans call for a halt of the aggression. Israel is not 
worthy of peace and its people are the real source of 
cut .ind the tragedies that have befallen the Arab coun- 
(T'cs since the creation of the Jewish state, charged the 
\i:.:er If the Arabs are incapable of doing anything to 
stop Israel’s regular acts of aggression on Lebanon, the 
Palestinians and other Arab states, due to lack of unity 
among them, they at least should refrain from con- 
demning .my resistance or violent act against the 
Israelis, he demanded The writer said the .Arabs should 
remember that it is Israel which is the mastermind of 
ail kinds of terrorism, and that it has been responsible 
fur the massacre of Arab civilians in Lebanon. 


The Washington Watch 

Israeli actions 


TOR EVERY action there is a reaction; this is a funda- 
mental law of physics, as well as of politics and human 
behaviour. It is also a lesson that Israel has never learned. 

More accurately, it is a lesson that Israel has been shield- 
ed from learning. In pan due to its overwhelming military 
strength, coupled with the political backing it receives 
from the U.S., Israel operates in the Middle East as if its 
actions had no consequences and will produce no reac- 
tions. As a result. Israel treats any response to its own 
actions as unjustified. 

So it is that 40,000 bombs after the aggression started, 
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres agreed to a ceasefire 
in Lebanon and Israel's supporters now want to move on 
and act os if nothing had happened. 

But for the families of tbe more than 200 Lebanese 
killed, the 450.000 refugees and tbe tens of thousands 
whose homes and villages were destroyed in the Israeli 
assault, moving on and forgetting will not be easy. 

The peace process was distorted from the beginning by 
the asymmetry of power that exists between Israel and its 
weaker negotiating partners. This was matched by an 
os vm me try of pressure and compassion. Pressure was 
placed only on the weaker Arabs, and compassion was 
shown only to the suffering of the Israelis. 

As the peace process has moved forward since the 1993 
signing of the Israel-PLO Declaration of Principles, these 
asymmetries of power have served only to defoim the 
shape of peace itself. It was. in the Israeli mind, a peace for 
Israel. Israel set the terms and Palestinians were left not to 
negotiate but to whittle away at Israel's conditions. Israel 
and its supporters in the U.S. Congress defined Palestinian 
compliance with the agreements — and the Palestinians 
were forced to comply, while the Israelis continue to build 
settlements, expropriate land, block Palestinian commerce 
and fail to implement even the most basic terms of the 
agreements. 

The results: Gaza is poorer today than on the day when 
the peace accords were signed The West Bank and Gaza 
are, today, subject to economic strangulation at the hands 
of an Lsrael that is only technically no longer an occupier. 

Only last week, the Palestinians met one of the Israeli- 
and U.S. Congress-imposed conditions when the Palestine 
National Council iPNC) fulfilled its commitment to 
revoke those articles in the PLO Chaner that are nor in 
compliance with their agreement with the Israelis. This 
was a brave and correct move, by any measure. But, given 
what the Palestinians are currently enduring, it is a move 


By Dr. James Zogby 


scars people will live with for ever 


that will undoubtedly enrage opponents of this strange and 
distorted peace. 

Mr. Peres celebrated the PNC vote and declared victory. 
Having behaved more like a hawk than a dove in recent 
months. Mr. Peres may now win the election at the end of 
May — but whar will that bring? A Labour victory, a 
wounded and enraged Palestinian and Lebanese people 
and an Israeli public still operating under the old rules that 
there are no consequences to their behaviour — that they 
can get the Arabs to do whatever they want without con- 
cern for any reaction. 

U.S. government spokespeople will laud the accom- 
plishments of the past week, the PLO Charter changes, the 
ceasefire in Lebanon. Israelis will celebrate. And the press 
will mimi c the words given to them. To hear that story as 
they play it out, it is as if Israel were threatened by 
Lebanon and there were a symmetrical balance of terror. 

In simple mathematics, 500 Katyusha rockets do not 
equal 40,000 bombs; nor do 200 dead and 1,000 wounded 
equal 50 wounded; just as 450,0000 refugees do not equal 
10,000 — unless one uses the Israeli calculus in which 
they are the only ones who suffer and they are the only 
ones who live in fear. 

The ceasefire agreement itself is an outrage. It is essen- 
tially a restatement on paper of the unofficial 1993 under- 
standing that governed conflict in the south of Lebanon 
until Israel decided two weeks ago to attempt to impose 
new rules. In that sense it is an agreement that could have 
been reached two weeks ago; it is in essence the very 
agreement that Israel broke on March 30 when an Israeli 
army tank killed two civilians and unleashed tbe spiral of 
events that resulted in the brutal assault begun on April 11. 

And so there is the tragedy that 40,000 bombs and many 
lives lost later Israel and Lebanon are back to square one 
(which — for the record — includes Israeli occupation of 
Lebanese territory). Is this a cause for celebration? 

What the Israelis and their supporters never calculate is 
the effect of their actions. Arabs are not senseless stones to 
be pushed around or crushed at will — they, too bleed and 
feel outrage. They also act 

Thirty years, after a series of urban riots thai shook most 
major American cities, the U.S. government convened a 
commission to study the root causes of this violence. At 
the end of their study the commission concluded that the 
massive urban unrest was the result of systemic racism, 
poverty and injustice. 

The Middle East is no different in this respect How long 


can Gazans remain quiet 

per ant unemploy^nt^^ona^ ff no access , 0 
can West Bank residents remamwx* rtl limited 

land, with widespread unemployme nnrTna i cv with so 

past two weeks and even ' studv or a PhD to 

realise that out of the diction 

some new “extremists’’ and ^ me ^ a /^d?Sac?wm 
the moderate Palestinian leadership *at ™ 

now come under increasing threat from those spurred by 

in the Middle East Tr t r^ent 

Jvsgfm part, a function of this pent-up ^ W ■“ 
j5ait, the wayto confront extremism is to react with justice 

towards those who are vulnerable. ennse- 

Never wanting to assume responsibility far tbe conse 
q lienees Tits actions, however, Israel insists that its 
behaviour in no way contributes to 
Israelis instead prefer to point a finger * oth J**- ™ “• 
other countries with an ideological bent do contribute to 
“extremism,” but they would find Httie fertile ground if not 
for tbe suffering, resentment and injustice that defines 
dail y life in areas affected by Israeli behaviour. 

All of this imposes fateful choices on the Israeli govern- 
ment at this juncture. Those Arabs who continue to. hang 
by a thread to the peace process, who continue to believe 
that there is no way to end the conflict except through a 
negotiated settlement, who were so exhilarated by the Sep- 
tember 1993 signing of the Declaration of Principles and 
who therefore were so enraged by the closure and new set- 
tlement construction and the devastation of Lebanon have 
a simple message to offer the Israeli government: 

Peace is not yours alone. When you overeach and over- 
react, your behaviour has consequences. When you fail to 
consider the humanity of the Arabs and the suffering you 
impose on Arabs, you make it increasingly difficult for 
peace to emerge. 

The wounds created in the past two months in the West 
Bank and Gaza, and in the past two weeks in Lebanon, 
will take a long time to heal — because these are old 
wounds reopened, and not for the first time. When a scab 
is pulled off an old wound it not only bleeds anew but it 
leaves a new scar. And these are scars people will live with 
for even 


Israel’s double standard — moral high ground in a swamp 


By G wynne Dyer 

There, now. everything is 
back on track. A ceasefire 
has stopped both the Israeli 
shelling and air attacks in 
southern Lebanon and the 
Hizbollah rocket attacks on 
nonhero Israel And even as 
the last explosions echoed 
across Lebanon. Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
leader Yasser Arafat got a 
10-to-one majority in the 
Palestine National Council 
to repeal the clauses in the 
PLO chaner denying 
Israel’s right to exist. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres immediately 
responded by changing his 
Labour Party’s policy state- 
ment sc* that it no longer 
opposes the creation of a 
Palestinian state. Even the 
Golan Heights may be 
returned to Syria as pan of 
a final peace settlement. 
And the latest opinion poll 
in Israel shows Peres in the 
lead 53 per cent to 47 per 
cent for the opposition 
Likud block’s Netanyahu, 
in the campaign for the 
election on May 29. 

So the Middle East peace 
process, looks promising 
again. But the events of the 
past two months raise a 
broader question'. Can there 
be a lasting Middle East 
peace if Israel does not 
accept its share of the 
blame? Because the double 
standards applied to the 
killing of civilians by 
aim - ■; all Israelis are 
deeply offensive to the 
other inhabitants of the 
region. Consider the past 
two months. 

Februarv. 1996 was the 
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worst month for terrorism 
in Israel for sixty years. The 
worst, in fact, since July. 
1936. when over 100 peo- 
ple were killed in terrorist 
attacks culminating with a 
bomb in the Melon Market 
in Haifa that slaughtered 53 
•people. And the 1996 ter- 
rorist bombs triggered a 
wave of violence in the 
region. 

In March, Jerusalem 
broke off peace talks with 
Syria after President Hafez 
Assad's regime praised the 
handwork of the Palestinian 
suicide-bombers. Assad 
then retaliated by letting the 
Hizbollah guerrillas in 
Lebanon restart their rock- 
ets attacks on northern 
Israel, suspended since the 
1993 ceasefire. 

Not much by way of 
moral concern here. Both 
tbe Palestinian suicide 
bombers and the Lebanese 
Hizbollah guerrillas at least 
have the virtue (if it is one) 
of being sincerely commit- 
ted to their cause, but Pres- 
ident Assad plays a tough 
game of realpolitik and 
regards sincerity as a handy 
negotiating tactics. 

The Hizbollah guerillas 
he turned loose fired over 
600 Katyusha rockets at 
northern Israel in two 
weeks, causing much dam- 
age (though no fatalities). 
With the Israeli government 
in the midst of a close elec- 
tion campaign, it was 
bound to respond by force. 
As always, however, it 
could choose from a range 
of responses — and it 
deliberately went to 
extremes. 


For sixteen days, Israel’s 
armed forces hammered 
southern Lebanon, and 
even ranged as far north as 
Beirut. Israeli shells and 
bombs killed over 150 
Lebanese, the vast majority 
of whom were innocent 
civilians, and half a million 
Lebanese abandoned _their 
homes and fled north to get 
away from the Israeli 
attacks. 

It worked brilliantly, pro- 
ducing a crisis that brought 
the diplomats of most of the 
great powers rushing to the 
scene. The ceasefire bro- 
kered by U.S. Secretary of 
Slate Warren Christopher 
(with significant French 
and even some Russian 
input) gives Israel much 
better guarantees than 
before of peace on its 
northern frontier. 

But Hafez Al Assad, the 
oldest fox in the woods, 
wins too. The Israeli 
Labour Party was expected 
to end its opposition to a 
Palestinian state once the 
PLO mended its charter, 
but nobody foresaw it 
reversing its position on the 
Golan Heights, too. That is 
Assad's pay-off — and 
Peres may be secretly 
grateful to Assad for creat- 
ing the crisis in which 
Labour could safely make 
the policy shift. 

In pragmatic terms, it all 
worked out quite well in the 
end. In moral terms, how- 
ever, it is a disaster. And a 
peace built on these foun- 
dations is bound to be very 
shaky indeed. 

Peres is not in any way 
worse, more cynical, more 


cruelly manipulative than 
Assad — but be is no better, 
either. The difference is 
that whereas the Syrian 
president knows that he is 
playing a vicious, amoral 
game, Peres, like most 
Israelis, does not. Israelis 
believe they hold the moral 
high ground, and that is a 
lethal fallacy. 

“A land without people 
for a people without land"; 
in the early days, the Zion- 
ists dealt with the moral 
problem of building their 
homeland in a land already 
occupied by other people 
by simply denying their 
existence. The later, subtler 
version of this rationalisa- 
tion dismisses the Palestini- 
ans’ moral claim to be 
heard by making them syn- 
onymous with “terrorists”. 
But that is the most brazen 
of double standards. 

Both sides in former 
Palestine have resorted to 
terrorism from the very 
start, and it continues today. 
Whole regiments of 
philosophers could not find 
the slightest moral distinc- 
tion between the Palestin- 
ian suicide bombers wbo 
killed over 60 Israelis in 
February and March, and 
tbe Israeli government that 
killed over 150 Lebanese 
civilians this month. It has 
to stop — now. 

The PLO has already bit- 
ten the buller. Arafat has 
arrested over 800 Hamas 
members, and he has 
accepted that terrorism is 
bad even when Palestinians 
do iL A stable Middle East 
peace will be possible only 
when Israel also drops its 


double standard and 
accepts that killing inno- 
cent civilians is wrong even 
when Israelis do it; whether 
they do it with heavy 
artillery or with stolen 
assault rifles. 

The Israeli, army regular- ; 
Jy blows up the houses of . 
Palestinians who carry out 
terrorist attacks. It could 
make a start by treating all 
terrorists the same by blow- 
ing up the house of Baruch 
Goldstein, the man who 


massacred the Palestinians 
in the Hebron mosque last 
year. 

Indeed, every Israeli 
should be reminded regu- 
larly that terrorism is not a 
Palestinian monopoly. 
-.Remember that bad month 
... in, 1936? The victims were 
aU Palestinians. And the 
bombers were a dissident 
faction of Zionists known 
as the Revisionists. 

Moral high ground? Not 
in this swamp. 
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LETTERS 

Of trust and painful 
truths 

To the Editor 

AS A LONE Britisher, Welsh by birth, I salute your brav- 
ery in devoting your editorial and most of the full page 
of the April 20 newspaper to denouncing the intentions 
of Israel, in the several treaties signed during last year 
In the 1930s I trained Arabs at Sarafand in Palestine for 
service in tbe Palestine Regiment which, together with 
the Israelis, were intended to police the country at the 
end of the British protectorate. Having, at one time ran 
foul of tbe Zionist Agency, and being reigned in as polit- 
lcally expedient, I have had first-hand experience of the 
way the Israelis operate, financed by the American dol- 

What is happening now, in what was the fair country of 
Lebanon which contained many, now departed friends of 

? °- OI ^ iDg faut rampant terrorism by one 
nation against another and must be condemned by all 

coumries ’ regress of colour, creed or 

■nils was the aim of World War II. when the Jewish 
state was granted sanctuary in Palestine. The Arab 
Nano* has accepted this in foil faith and the Jews shoSd 

j? ut no! IsraeI sees Palestine as the 
promised land and the Israelites as God’s chosen^ peo- 
ple capable to do no wrong! This is no wav in 
go mto the process of ^ 4^' ”^ neth 
bomtre countries and it needs to be thoroughly 2 
stood by other participants in the agreement * “ 
obtai ? a guarantor t0 the document with 

nations know, you can mist lift* j Let other 
Arab, but neither of them Jr?™?? 2°. ne y with an 

son being so paiofoUy ££i“ Israeh ' * the les- ; 

48 Prince Mohammad Stre*£ 
P-O. Box; 1370, 
Aqaba. 

its readS f ntributj ons from 

mended fo r pubUcatg™ boZv^JZ 
water’s full name and orefereWvtw,* ouW wntain the 
* ****** WeU ‘ Namcs 
carannstanees. Letters aresubi^t^L^ ™ der s P^ dal 
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Vietnam syndrome strikes corporate warriors 
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A foreigner throws his head back in annoyance while being hassled by Vietnamese trishaw drivers in downtown Hanoi. 
According to a survey of expatriate managers, released in April by the Political and Economic Risk Consultancy, Viet- 
nam ranks as the most stressful country in which to live and work in Asia (Reuter photo) 


Cana massacre 
victims buried 

(Coattaned from page 1) 

from Ivory Coast to look up 
his nephews Hadi. seven, and 
Abudhe, eight, whom he had 
thought wounded in the Cana 
carnage only to find they 
were dead. 

The boys, who hold U.S. 
nationality, were staying with 
their grandmother to team 
. Arabic when Israel launched 
its assault on April 11. 

The commander of the Fi- 
jian base which had offered 
shelter to 850 refugees. 
Lieutenant Colonel Wage 
Waqanivalagi, recalled the 
shock when he learned of the 
massacre. 

“You can’t really explain 
in words the deaths, the in- 
juries. It was a shock. I had 
never in my life seen anything 
like this. No one was pre- 
pared to deal with something 
like this,” the officer said. 

As the burial began for the 
men, women and children 
killed in the April 18 bom- 
bardment, security sources in 
Lebanon and the Israeli army 
reported the first serious ex- 
change of fire between 
Lebanese guerrillas and 
Israeli forces in South Leba- 
non since the U.S. -brokered 
ceasefire took effect Satur- 
day. 

The funeral procession be- 
gan in Tyre, 12 kilometres 
west of Cana, with a rare 
display of Christian and Mus- 
lim unity in a nation long 
tormented by its religious and 
political diversity. 

Lebanese clergymen and 
politicians from all faiths 
came together in sorrow as 
church bells tolled and as 
verses from the Koran were 
intoned from the minerals of 
mosques. 

By the time the procession 
reached Cana, the assemb- 
lage appeared to be virtually 
all Muslim. Nearly all the 
victims were Shiite Muslims, 
although at least one was a 
Christian. Her body was 
taken to a Christian cemetery 
on the outskirts of Tyre for 
burial. 

Frenzied young men, agi- 
tated by screaming Shiite 
Muslim fundamentalist cler- 
ics, beat their chests with 
clenched fists in a traditional 
Shiite expression of grief. 
Women wailed, and many 
hunted. 

The coffins were passed 
forward on the palmi of 
mourners. The bodies, wrap- 
ped in shrouds, were lowered 
to the mass grave next the 
Fijian base of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force. 

Mourners stood on roof- 
tops, hung from balconies 
and crowded the village 
square to catch a glimpse of 
the coffins, which arrived in a 
long procession of ambu- 
lances from Tyre, where a 
mass, government-organised 
funeral was held. 

One group brandished a 
white placard on which 
Israel's star of David and 
Nazi Germany’s swastika 
were drawn in blue, side by 
side, above the English words 
“History repeating itself.'' 

A huge black banner, also 
in English, said: “The mas- 
sacre of civilians in Cana is a 
witness of Israeli terrorism." 

The Cana victims were 
among the 162 people known 
to have died, all in Lebanon 
and most of them civilians, 
during Israel’s bombing blitz. 
About 340 people were 
wounded. 

Security sources, speaking 
on condition they were not 
identified further, said out- 
posts of the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army militia 
at Sojod came under 
machine-gun fire Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Sojod is at the edge of the 
Israeli-occupied buffer zone 
in South Lebanon. 

Arafat to meet 
Peres, Clinton 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. , Clinton announced 
during bis visit to Israel in 
March that the United States 
would provide $100 million 
worth of equipment to Israel 
over the next two years. 

Mr. Peres told a breakfast 
meeting with journalists 
Monday that he hoped the 
anti-terrorism agreement 
would be “open-ended" to 
allow other countries to join 
in the tight. 

Mr. Peres touched on the 
politically sensitive issue of 
the status of Jerusalem in a 
speech to a pro-Israel lobby 
group Sunday, by stating that 
Jerusalem would remain “un- 
divided and the capital” of 
Israel. 

Mr. Arafat has already 
made two trips to Washing- 
ton to sign autonomy agree- 
ments in 1993 and 1995, but 
this would be his first official 
visit since he was elected 
president of the Palestinian 
National Authority in Janu- 
ary. 


By Admit Edwards 
Remer 

HANOI — Are you 
stressed out and over- 
worked? Is your marriage 
on the rocks? Are you frus- 
trated or feeling unhealthy? 

Welcome to a Vietnam and 
the classic symptoms of 
‘“Nam syndrome" 1990s 
style. Yes, it’s official. 
According to surveys Viet- 
nam is truly tough. 

Forget die exotic images, 
the talk of challenge in an 
exciting posting. We’re 
talking of hard reality, cou- 
pled with health risks, hair- 
raising drivers and heat. 

Twenty-five years ago the 
standard gear for the typical 
newly-arrived westerner 
was assault rifles and com- 
bat boots. Today it’s a busi- 
ness class ticket, a phrase 
book, and cash. 

But Vietnam can still be 
tough. For the average for- 
eign businessperson, living 
and working on Asia’s 
investment frontline com- 
bines hardship, health haz- 
ards, and stress. 

“It’s not only foreign 
businessmen who ’re affect- 
ed. Vietnamese business- 
men are also working in the 
same stressful environ- 
ment," says Pham Chi Lan, 
secretary general of Hanoi’s 
Vietnam Chamber Of Com- 
merce and Industry. 

“It's understandable. 
Compared with neighbour- 
ing countries, Vietnam is in 
a transformation period and 
mechanisms are changing 
all the time. Vietnam is in 
the process of learning bow 
to do business," she said. 

According to a survey of 
expatriate managers 
released this month by 
Hong Kong-based group 
the political and economic 


By Alister Doyle 
Reuter 

ASNIERES, France — 
“Disappointed by humans, 
never by my dog” runs one 
forlorn epitaph at France’s 
oldest pet cemetery, which 
is launching a drive to 
restore graves such as the 
neglected tomb of canine 
film star Rin Tin Tin. 

The tombstone to the hero 
of such 1920s Hollywood 
blockbusters as “Clash of 
die wolves" and “Jaws of 
steer is askew, adorned 
only with a few artificial 
flowers on a gaudy plastic 
mat in the Asmeres ceme- 
tery by the River Seine. 

“The star of the cinema” 
reads the brief inscription 
on the metre-long polished 
black stone marking the last 
resting place of Rin Tin Tin, 


A third poll published in 
the Yediot Aharonot news- 
paper Monday showed that 
only 2.8 per cent of Arab- 
Israeti votes would go to Mr. 
Netanyahu compared to 47 
per cent for Peres, with the 
rest undecided or abstaining. 

Israel’s 800,000-strong 
Arab community represents 
13 per cent of the electorate. 
Arab voters had threatened 
to boycott the prime ministe- 
rial election following the 
Cana massacre. 

Likud released its election 
campaign jingle on Monday 
highlighting the “youth" of 
its leader Netanyahu com- 
pared to the 73-year-old 
Peres. 

“I want the future filled 
with calm and tranquillity, I 
want a world of unity and 
hope, I want a safe peace and 
a young leader... with 
Netanyahu we can achieved 
real peace,” the campaign 
song of tiie Likud party de- 
clares. 

The video accompanying 
the song shows pictures of 
46-year-old Netanyahu busy 
with campaigning. 

According to the Israeli 
press Mr. Peres will counter 
the Likud campaign by stres- 
sing his decades of experi- 
ence in power and highlight- 
ing the fact that his young 
rival has never been a frill 
minister. 

Mr. Netanyahu was ambas- 
sador to the United Nations 
from 1984 to 1986, then de- 


risk consultancy, Vietnam 
ranks as the most stressful 
country in which to five -arid 
work in Asia. 

The survey asked expatri- 
ate managers to grade stress 
levels in iheir living and 
working environments both 
in their home and host 
countries. 

On a scale of zero to 10, 
Vietnam scored 7.56, repre- 
senting the worst levels of 
anywhere in the region, pri- 
marily because of frustra- 
tions arising from a clash in 
business and political cul- 
tures and an inability to 
communicate concerns. 

Singapore ranked at the 
opposite end of the pulse- 
rate scale at just 2.43. 

But it’s not just the odd 
headline survey which 
paints Vietnam as being 
hard on the foreign business 
man or woman. 

“We graded countries 
around the world in terms 
of hardship and found Viet- 
nam came pretty much at 
the top " said a representa- 
tive for one leading Hong 
Kong firm. 

“It’s not just the health 
factor, although that's in 
there as well. The real prob- 
lem is there's not much for 
the average foreigner here 
to do. 

“The result is you get 
families here with the bus- 
band working all weekend, 
the family are bored out of 
their minds, and all in all 
you find yourself looking at 
the situation here with a 
high burnout rate for your 
foreign workers and high 
rates of divorce 

A mini reuters survey of 
foreign businesspeople 
found broad consensus on 
the view that things are dif- 
ficult. but differences over 
whether Vietnam or foreign 


an Alsatian who found fam e 
after a U.S. soldier took 
him to Hollywood follow- 
ing World War I. - 

By contrast with Rin Tin 
Tin, wbo died in 1932, 
many pets unknown to any- 
one but their owners have 
far grander mini-mau- 
soleums with wreaths, stat- 
ues. toys and fresh flowers 
at the cemetery, on the 
fringes of Paris. 

Almost two months after 
the event, the cemetery is 
still studded with tiny 
Christmas trees — with 
baubles, tinsel and trinkets 
— as tributes to dead pets 
including Poupou the cat 
and Dolly the labrador. 

The cemetery opened in 
1899 both as a symbol of 
French fondness for pets 
and, on a more practical 
level, to help the city dis- 


puty information minister 
and Israeli delegation to the 
1991 Madrid peace confer- 
ence. Later he became depu- 
ty foreign minister. 

He replaced former Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir as 
Likud leader after Labour 
came to power in 1992 gener- 
al election. 

As the election campaign 
hots up, it was revealed Mon- 
day that opponents of Mr. 
Netanyahu have plastered 
posters with the Biblical com- 
mandment “Thou shalt not 
commit adultery” around 
ultra-orthodox areas of West 
Jerusalem. 

In March 1993. Mr. 
Netanyahu publicly confes- 
sed to cheating on his wife. 

Likud has accused Labour 
activists of playing the moral- 
ity card to dissuade religious 
Jews from voting for the 
right-wing party, but they 
have denied it. 

Thousands of members 
and supporters gave a stand- 
ing ovation to Mr. Netanyahu' 
as well as about 50 of the top 
members on the party’s list of 
election candidates at a meet- 
ing in Jerusalem. 

* In a speech, Mr. Netany- 
ahu sharply criticised Mr. 
Peres, saying that until the 
elections Saturday's ceasefire 
reached to end 16 days of 
fighting in Lebanon would 
hold. 

“After that, he's probably 
not that bothered.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 


expectations were at faulL 
“I’d say it’s unrealistic 
head office expectations 
which are the real danger 
here," said an American 
who has lived in Vietnam 
since 1993. 


pose of dead animals. 

Owned by the Asnieres 
council since it was bought 
in the mid-1980s to save it 
from being bulldozed to 
make way for high-rise 
blocks, the cemetery is now 
struggling against under- 
funding, pollution and even 
the odd graveyard robber. 

“In the last two or three 
years we’ve managed to 
restore the graves of a mon- 
key, two cats and a monu- 
ment to police dogs. But we 
have no money," said 
Sylvie Nilles, head of the 
cemetery. 

“So we’re launching an 
appeal to animal lovers in 
general to help us," she said 
in the reception for the 
cemetery, selling tiny 
wooden coffins and where 
one seat covered with hairs 
has a sign: “Don't touch. 


PARIS (AFP) — Eurotunnel 
Monday reported that losses 
had doubled, that surplus 
cash is a drop in its ocean of 
debt, and warned that com- 
petition might curtail income. 
Against a background of 
growing concern that debt 
talks with banks are dead- 
locked, the company also 
warned that creditors should 
not presume that the tunnel 
could generate enough cash 
to meet all of its commit- 
ments over the life of Euro- 
tunnel’s management conces- 
sion. 

There is increasing concern 
that the company, which 
operates the tunnel beneath 
the channel, is making slow 
progress in renegotiating a 
mountain of debt with about 
225 creditor banks. The com- 
pany reported a net loss of 
7.196 billion francs ($1.41 bil- 
lion) in 1995 from a loss of 
3.2 billion francs in 1994. 

Turnover for 1995 was 
2.266 billion francs. This me- 
asure of income was less than 
one third of the loss which 
was calculated on the basis of 
interest owing on debt of 65 
billion francs ($13 billion). 

The company also received 
610 million francs in advance 
payments from railway com- 
panies which use the tunnel. 
In fact the company sus- 
pended payment of interest 
in September 1995 but 
allowed for the payments 
outstanding in the accounts 


“When you live here for a 
while you learn to cope 
with the Vietnamese way of 
doing things, and the way 
in which goalposts can shift 
from day to day. 

“But while you may be 


For car. 

“We’re also trying to get 
in touch with people who 
buried pets here years ago 
to see if they’ll help,” she 
said. The Asnieres council 
hopes to rebuild the walls 
and the entrance to the 
cemetery to spruce it up. 

Apart from Rin Tin Tm, 
famous foreign creatures 
include Troytown, the horse 
that won the English Grand 
National Steeplechase in 
1920. His grave, and a 
crumbling epitaph starting 
“darling” is slowly being 
overcome by ivy and moss. 

The cemetery, one of 10 
in France for pets, is the 
only one listed as a historic 
monument. Burying a small 
dog here for a year, includ- 
ing the gravediggers’ fees 
and a coffin, costs about 
3,000 francs ($600). 


because the money “is poten- 
tially due.” joint chairman 
Patrick Ponsolle said. 

Operating cash flow had 
amounted to 800 million 
francs and bad covered a net 
amount of 500 million francs 
for operating costs and in- 
vestment, leaving 300 million 
francs for other charges. 

Mr. Ponsolle argued that 
this showed “the fun- 
damentally viable character 
of our operation.” 

Turnover in the first three 
months of 1996 had shown an 
increase of 140 per cent from 
the figure for the same period 
of last year to 800 million 
francs and the company in- 
tended to increase overall 
sales by 50 per cent in the 
whole of 1996. 

Mr. Ponsolle described re- 
sults for the beginning of the 
year as “encouraging” and 
said that he was “reasonably 
optimistic" about the out- 
come for the year. 

But in a letter to sharehol- 
ders Mr. Pensolle and the 
other co-chairman. Sir Aias- 
tair Morton, warned that stiff 
competition from cross- 
channel ferry operators and a 
lack of commercial dynamism 
among train operators might 
constrain growth of revenue. 

Eurotunnel said at the be- 
ginning of the year that it had 
launched a “vigorous” cam- 
paign to cut operating with a 
view to reducing expected 
costs by 290 per cent in three 


learning to cope, there are 
people in your bead office 
who are not (learning about 
Vietnam). People there 
have got to realise this is 
Vietnam. It’s not Hong 
Kong or Bangkok.” 


Unless tm extension is 
paid, newcomers are dug up 
and incinerated — about 
3,000 pets are buried in the 
cemetery. 

“We have cats and dogs, 
rabbits and Guinea pigs. 
One monkey. We’ve had 
birds but nothing like croc- 
odiles or snakes yet. Maybe 
we’ll have them in future,” 
said Ms. Nilles. 

The cemetery includes 
pets of aristocrats, singers 
and actors, mostly from a 
heyday in the early years of 
the century- One statue, of 
prince colibri, a dog that 
won first prize at a Paris 
dog show in 1905, has been 
stolen. 

For some modem owners, 
time has not dimmed grief. 

Liang has perhaps the 
most lavish last resting 
place for a poodle — a 


years' time. 

But Mr. Ponsolle warned. 
“We must not have illusions, 
a financial restructuring is un- 
avoidable and necessary, but 
it cannot be enough.” 

The Channel Tunnel was 
opened officially in May 1994 
and the results published 
Monday were the first for a 
full year of operations. 

But the company has been 
bedevilled by cost overruns, 
problems with equipment, 
and legal disputes with con- 
tractors and railway com- 
panies. The price of shares in 
the company has slumped 
arousing anger from small 
shareholders who have 
argued unsuccessfully that 
the French and British gov- 
ernments should rescue the 
operation. 

The company is now under 
pressure to explain why nego- 
tiations with the banks on a 
refinancing package appear 
to be in difficulties. 

It is believed that talks 
over the debt are deadlocked 
while leading banks await de- 
tailed long-term revenue 
forecasts. Eurotunnel insists 
that negotiations are con- 
tinuing. Mr. Ponsolle said the 
goal of reaching an agree- 
ment in principle with the 
banks by this summer was 
“demanding but realistic.” 

In February, Mr. Morton 
said the company intended to 
simplify its operations. 


Other businesspeople said 
Vietnam's creaking bureau- 
cracy tops the list of frustra- 
tions. 

“You could say there’s a 
different perception of the 
concept of urgency. On top 


Christmas tree, a statue of a 
deer, fresh flowers and a 
green wreath- about 1.2 
metres high. 

“Faithful heart,” reads the 
epitaph by the woman who 
owned Liang, who died in 
1977. “Disappointed by 
humans, never by my dog." 

The cemetery also hopes 
to lure tourists bored with 
more traditional Paris 
attractions like the Eiffel 
Tower and Notre Dame 
Cathedral. “We can go for 
days without visitors,” Ms. 
Nilles said. 

On one recent afternoon, 
the cemetery was empty 
apart from some Spanish 
tourists irreverently gig- 
gling at the inscriptions and 
two people visiting their 
pets’ graves. 

“It’s comforting to have 
my cat buried here.” said 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
said on Tuesday it turned out 
the lights to fool Israel into 
believing that its April 11-27 
blitz had cripplied the coun- 
try's electricity network for 
months. 

Authorities in fact restored 
24-hour electricity in Beirut 
on Sunday, a day after the 
blitz ended, and Electricity 
Minister Elias Hobeika said 
in remarks published in news- 
papers on Tuesday that they 
had been ready to do so 
several days earlier. 

Mr. Hobeika, a militia in- 
telligence chief in Lebanon's 
1975-90 civil war, said he 
exaggerated the damage to 
two transformer substations 
near Beirut rocketed by 
Israeli warplanes so that 
Israel would not attack other 
power stations. 

The Jamhour and Bsaleem 
substations were hit on April 
14 and 15 in what Israel said 
were reprisal attacks for dam- 
age caused by Hizbollah 
rocket attacks to the power 
network in. northern Israel. 

Mr. Hobeika announced at 
the time that the Israeli raids 
had cut Lebanon's power 
supply to four hours a day 
and repairs would take more 
than a year and would cost up 
to $80 million. 

“The Israelis said they 
would target civil installa- 
tions and we took their 
threats seriously.” Mr. 
Hobeika said. 

“They wanted to plunge 


of that there are ibe day-to- 
day administrative burdens 
and the problems of finair.g 
that red tape is ofier ircor;- 
sisteni and eonm:dl.. ! .e , "i.” 
said a we%:e;r. Lv.\y a r “ •* 
asked not to be named. 


Giselle Perot. 70, who also 
comes daily to feed the live 
cats in the cemetery. ,f It 
costs a lot but an animal 
gives itself selflessly." 

Asked whether her 
friends found her devotion 
eccentric, she said: “Some 
people are for and some 
against. It really doesn't 
matter to me. I do what I 
want. After all, it's me who 
pays." 

Crosses and other reli- 
gious symbols are banned, 
but there is a lingering reli- 
giosity. 

Mourners can buy “the 
dog's prayer” or “the 
horse’s prayer", for 
instance. And one tomb of 
an unidentified beast is 
ominously inscribed: 
“Lucifer 1975-84”. 


Beirut into darkness. So we 
ordered municipalities to put 
out street lights and we im- 
posed draconian rationing to 
make the Israelis think their 
plan had succeeded.” Mr. 
Hobeika said. 

"The ministry and EDL 
(the stae utility Electricite du 
Liban) took the decision not 
to restore power until after 
the Israeli operation ended, 
and that is what we did," Mr. 
Hobeika added. 

“We were ready (to restore 
power) several days before 
but we waited for the political 
green light, the ceasefire," he 
said. 

Mr. Hobeika said EDL be- 
gan "provisional" repairs im- 
mediately after the raids and 
power supplies were round- 
the-clock in central Beirut 
and IS hours daily in the 
suburbs. The suburbs would 
be fully restored in 10 days, 
he added. 

However, he said the 
Bsaleem substation nonheast 
of Beirut was badly damaged, 
with six of its transformers 
destroyed, and it would take 
a year to repair properly. The 
Jamhour station near Beirut 
was also badly damaged, he 
said. 

France was supplying 
second-hand transformers 
and electricity cells to replace 
the destroyed equipment, but 
modern transformers would 
eventually be installed to in- 
crease the network's capac- 
ity, Mr. Hobeika added. 


Rin Tin Tin pet cemetery seeks facelift 


’Peres will win elections' 

(Continued from page 1) 


Eurotunnel, crippled 
by losses, warns about 
cash and competition 


Beirut turned out lights 
to fool Israel — Minister 


’ .. t 
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Russia signs historic 
$40 billion debt deal 


PARIS iRj — Russia has 
signed a major dchi 
a”n.vincni with rich creditor 
nations designed to lift the 
burden of repaying the huge 
debts it inherited from the 
former Soviet Union and 
help it push through tough 
economic reforms. 

The Paris Club said it had 
agreed to reschedule $40 
billion in debt over 25 
years. This includes a grace 
period of *i\, years in which 
Russia will not have to 
make repayments of 
principal. 

"This agreement is in .size 
the largest of all 
agreements previously 
ncgoi latcd by the Paris 
Club creditor countries in 
its 40 years history." it said 
in a statement. 

"It is a historic 
agreement." Paris Club 
Chairman Christian Mover 
said in an interview with 
Reuters Television. 


"We have designed 


something that we believe 
is necessary for Russia to 
implement the reforms and 
establish sound macroe- 
conomic policies," he 
.tided. 

The Paris Club deal 
follows an agreement with 
(he Intern at ional Monetary- 
Fund earlier this year on a 
three-year $10 billion loan 
(it underpin Russia's 
economic reforms. 

Rich nations have been 
keen io support President 
lb-: s Yeltsin, trailing in 
**. : i.oa polls his commu- 
nist i ival Gennady 
Zyuganov ahead of 
presidential elections in 
June, in pushing through 
(lie refonns. 

Mr. Never said the 
agreement depended on 
Russia sticking to the re- 
form programme agreed 
with the IMF. 

"One thing is clear, that 
this is based on the refonns 
that have been decided by 
the Russian government 
and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

This agreement relies on 
the refonns continuing," he 
aided. 


"If the agreement with the 
IMF collapses, the accord 
with ihe creditors 
collapses." he told a news 
conference. 

Asked, however, about the 
impact on the Paris Club 
deal of a communist 
victory in Juno, he said the 
group looked at economic 
programmes, not at 
political matters. 

The deal allows for a 
once-and-for-all cx.it 
rescheduling, which means 
Russia will not have to 
seek further debt relief. 

"I do believe this 
agreement will he fulfilled 
and we will noi be having 
any more discussions about 
Russian debt." Mr. Mover 
said. 

In granting Russia 25 years 
to repay its debt. Paris Cub 
creditors seem to have 
given it most of what it 
was seeking at the talks, 
which lasted from Thursday 
to early Monday morning. 

Creditor sources said 
before the talks that they 
questioned whether Russia 
would get the full 2? years 
it was seeking. 

But Mr. Never said 
creditor nations were 
satisfied both because 
Russia would make interest 
payments on the debt and 
because repayments were 
due to increase as its econ- 
omy improved. 

"I consider that the creditor 
countries have obtained 
what was important to 
them, that is to say. one — 
normal payment of interest 
from now — and two — a 
regular increase in the 
payments in the future." he 
said. 


He also said the bulk of 
the repayments would be 
made within 20 years. "The 
largest part will he made 
over 20 Years." 


Creditor sources had 
suggested before the talks 
that the Paris Club could 
restructure repayments in 
such a way as to ensure 
most of them were made 
within a shorter period 
while stretching out 
smaller repayments to as 


THE Daily Crossword by Norma Steinberg 


ACROSS 
1 Ditto 

$ Enjoys a book 
tC Baby buggy 

14 Styptic 

1 5 Kukla’s pal 
t€ Flying prof** 

Tcp-natch 
Hindu music 
20 A Gabor 
2t Police blotter 
«nlo letters 
22 King Arthur s 
='»V 

24 Vestiges 
2G Before candle or 
numeral 


■23 [ 2 * ;as 


29 Dibit! book 
33 ContempjjfcJe 
one 

36 Part of the foot 

3 8 Use a razor 

39 Busy as — 

4p Leaf-gathering 
tools 

42 Border lake 

43 Or. hand 
4$ Casual 

affirmative 

46 Command to a 
broker 

47 Multitude 
49 Swap 

51 Assumed name 
53 Eliminate 
57 Rather 
60 Swindle 
6t — moment's 
notice 

62 Deal with 

63 Important 

66 — Office 

67 Dwelling 
66 Per — 

65 Not a one 
‘70 Made clothing 

Only 


- * SV-- ■ Vec-a m«W 8S >nc 
A : 's <es«-vec 


U.N. coffers empty for daily operating . expenses 



near to 25 years as possible 
to allow Moscow io claim 
a political victory at home. 

Mr. Noyer said Russia 
would have owed $S billion 
to Paris Club creditors this 
year if no rescheduling ac- 
cord — long or short-term — 
had been signed this year. It 
now owes $2 billion. 

The talks covered only 
debt owed to the former 
Soviet Union, estimated to 
total some S45 billion, but 
not new debt run up by 
Moscow since the Soviet 
Union disintegrated. 

Mr. Noyer also said 
Monday's accord opened the 
way for closer co-operation 
with Russia on debts owed 
to Moscow. Russia is itself 
owed billions of dollars by 
developing countries and is 
seeking to join the Paris 
Club as a creditor. 

Meanwhile the IMF 
decided Monday to go ahead 
with a scheduled S40 
million loan payment to 
Russia after Moscow acted 
to put its economic reform 
programme back on track, 
monetary sources said. 

"The programme is on 
track." one source, who 
declined to be identified, 
said. "Everything basically 
looks fine". 

Coming on top of a $40 
billion debt rescheduling 
deal between Russia and its 
Western government 
creditors, the IMF move is 
good news for Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin in his 
drive to win another term 
in a June 16 presidential 
election. 

The 5340 million 
payment will be made 
under a S10.I billion loan 
deal struck between Russia 
and the IMF last month. 

Under that pact, the fund 
has promised to hand over 
money to Moscow at 
regular intervals, 
contingent on Russia 
slicking to an agreed-on 
reform programme. 

The IMF last month had 
threatened to hold up 
disbursement of the loan 
amid signs that Moscow 
wa> backing away from 
those reforms. 


DOWN 

1 Newsman 
Morfey 

2 In existence 

3 Wall pamting 

4 German river 

5 Mick Jagger. 

e.g. 

6 Ms. Fitzgerald. 


7 in ne manner of 

£ Kmd of mus»c 
9 Opening word* 5 
1 C They enclose 
explanatory 
Phrases 
vt Factual 

12 Jason's sh»p 

13 Caslle feature 
1 8 Mexican food 
23 Church service 

25 Right now 

26 Canaveral items 
28 Platter 

30 Tortoise's nval 
3t Maleficent 

32 Stagger 

33 Loving 

34 Listen to 

35 Bring up 
37 Listen to 
4 1 Followed 

Stealthily 
44 Ivv League 
school 
48 Rigg and 
Mutaaur 

50 The Flintstone's 
dog 


Yesterday's puzzle solved 


A-L: A\H 


L A!T 


000013 OQDD 

gonn a dodo 
oma sa dodd 

QUO □□□□□□ 

■h &mm 


E B O 


I N ' 6 ; L | I IN 


dAwim aisoQHoaiJ 

—mmwQ onnl 

VDDDD BQQQ 

snags aaaatil 
■gsiraB aaaaaol 

P™TTf QQQQ I 

EBILQQaEoamol 
aaaaa □□□ol 

DCH 3 BQ 

OBDOH □□□□ 
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UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The United Nations was out 
of cash Tuesday and will 
have to borrow from its 
separate peacekeeping fund 
meant to repay countries 
who sent troops on U.N: 
missions, its chief financial 
officer said. 


£2 Puebio 
component 

54 Baroecue 
site 

55 Merman 

56 "Now I — down 
to sleep" 


57 Computer 
screen picture 

58 — Scotia 

59 Practice boxing 

60 View 

64 Drag behind 
■65 Sts. 


The crunch is largely due 
to the S 1 .5 billion owed to 
the world organisation by 
(he Llnited States. But the 
shortfall in daily operating 
monies came earlier than 
anticipated this year because 
the 5128 million from 
Japan and 550 million from 
Germany will be paid later 
than expected. 

"Our regular budget cash 
balance (Tuesday) is zero," 
said Joseph Connor, an 
American who is U.N. 
undersecretary-general for 
administration and 
management 

He said he expected to 
borrow about $50 million 


from peacekeeping, repay it 
and borrow again, so that 
by the end of the year the 
fund would be owed $200 
million. 

"We have been stiffing 
them." he told a news con- 
ference in reference to the 
$800 million owed to states 
who contributed troops and 
equipment to missions 
around the world. France 
alone is owed $200 
million. 

A total of $2.8 billion is 
owed to the United Nations, 
with Washington owing 
$1.5 billion, followed by 
Russia at $400 million and 
the Ukraine at $50 million. 

Mr. Connor greeted as 
"good news" recent U.S. 
legislation that earmarked 
about 5600 million for the 
United Nations, about half 
of which has already been 
received in stopgap 
congressional resolutions 
until final agreement was 
reached on the budget in 


Washington last week. 

He expected a check for 
$256 million from the 
United States for dues and 
peacekeeping costs, 
hopefully in June, although 
this was not certain. 

He also hoped Russia 
would pay its $400 million 
this year. 

"Promises are good but 
cash is better.” he said. 

The new U.S. payments, 
however, account only for 
full funding of 
Washington's regular dues 
to the world body for 1995. 
"These amounts were 
payable Jan. 31. 1995," 
Mr. Connor said. 

In addition, Mr. Connor, 
the former chief executive 
of the Price Waterhouse ac- 
counting firm, said U.S. 
Congress in October might 
approve further funds and 
President Bill Clinton’s 
pledge to pay off arrears in 
five years. 

U.S. Ambassador 


Madeleine Albright told 
reporters in Norway last 
■ Friday the Clinton admin- 
istration was "in good 
shape" in the funding it had 
sought for this year. 

She said she hoped 
nations would "now stop 
talking to me about the 
U.S. bill and talk more 
about the need to reform the 
United Nations." MS- 
AJbright was referring to 
criticisms from Japan and 
western Europe, which foot 
most of the U.N. bill. 


new U.S. funds. 

The Republican-dominated 
Congress has refused to pay 
the debt, partly out of 
political animosity toward 
the U.N. as well as 
demands it cut spending. 

The world body in 
December passed a no- 
growth budget of $2,6 
billion over two years for 
regular operating expenses 
that will mean 800 jobs cut 
or left vacant. Peacekeeping 
in 1996 is forecast at Si. 5 
billion. 


But Mr. Connor said the 
United States would still 
owe $1.3 billion at the end 
of 1996. out of an 
estimated overall $2. 1 
billion U.N. debt by 
December. 

By then, he forecast, daily 
U.N. operating costs would 
show a deficit of £200 
million. But, he said, the 
situation would have been 
much worse without the 


FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, MAY 1, 1596 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrolo- 
ger, Carroll Righter Founda- 
tion 


Clinton, worried about prices, 
orders oil sale from reserve 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) You can finish up a pro- 
ject today which has been 
fatring a good deal of your 
rime, however, steer clear of 
a bigwig who may be critical 
of your decisions and the 
actions taken. Tonight be 
with your loved ones at 
home. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton has 
ordered the Energy 
Department to start selling 
about 12 million barrels of 
oil from its strategic 
petroleum reserve in an 
effort to increase supplies 
and bring down gasoline 
prices that have jumped in 
recent weeks. 

Mr. Clinton also directed 
Energy Secretary Hazel 
O’Leary lo report to him 
within 45 days on factors 
that led to the price rise and 
to analyse the outlook for 
the rest of the summer driv- 
ing season. 

"I believe these are the 


appropriate steps to take at 
this time. My ad- 
ministration will continue 
to monitor developments in 
this market in the coming 
weeks." Mr. Clinton said in 
a statement. 

In Miami, Mr. Clinton told 
a Democratic Party fund 
raiser. "I’ve been very con- 
cerned about this dramatic, 
although apparently tempo- 
rary, rise in the price of 
gasoline at the pump. It af- 
fects the take-home pay of 
working people who have 
to commute to work. It 
offers a great problem for 
tourism centres like Florida 
which are about to get into 


the high driving season.” 

The Energy Department 
said it will sell the oil — 
worth $227 million — on 
May 13. but may hold addi- 
tional sales to get desirable 
bids. 

"We will offer it for sale 
on May 1 3 and the market 
will nominate and bid on 
how much it wants at that 
time." said the department 
official, who asked not to 
be named. 


He said the sale that could 
pump 600,000 barrels per 
day into the market, along 
with an expected seasonal 
decline in oil prices, will 
ease retail gasoline prices 
but would not estimate by 
how much. 

The United States uses 
about 17 million barrels of 
oil per day. 

Before attending a White 
House meeting on gasoline 
prices. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Mike Arg Mon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


See? This one's 
a work of an 


How does 
it write? 


SOITH 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



oiMWnlWr&ntoinc. 
M fly* tamed 


DUF1L 


TOWPUN 


WHAT THE 
PEN SALESMAN 
PEMON^TEATEP TO 
Hie CL&TOMER5. 


UNREJI 


Now arrange foe circled letters to 
form foe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by foe above cartoon. 


“I don’t like it when the bride shoves 
cake in the groom’s face. She should 
shove it in his ex-girlfriend’s face.” 


Answer; THE 


Yesterday* 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: NAIVE COMET EXODUS PUZZLE 
Answer What it takas to become a good 
photographer — DEVELOPMENT 


Peanuts 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Yon should visit your 
beauty or barber shop today 
and improve your appear- 
ance so that you can feel 
more sure of yourself and this 
attitude will be noticed by 
those in charge, who will help 
in your success and prosper- 
ity. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Don't try to upset a fami- 
ly tie today in any manner 
and then yon can be off to the 
pleasure you desire with your 
loved ones. Later tonight, 
your career activities will be 
observed by those in author- 
ity; so do your best. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Communicat- 
ing with others today is best if 
you say or write exactly what 
is on your mind, for the 
thoughts expressed by you 
could be quite beneficial on 
any new projects which will 
need a lot brainstorming and 
careful planning. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Be wise in the handling of 
money and property interests 
today and safeguard your 
position in life. Get reports 
out on time on any new pro- 
ject which needs much atten- 
tion on your part for you to 
gain the success yon desire. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Being too de- 
manding in trying to gain 
your aims today would be 
nnwise during the daytime. 
Later tonight is the time to 
tend to finances and any 
obligation which have come 
up at this time. 

UBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22 ji Early today 
handle those unimportant 
tasks and then be off to some- 
thing of value yon wish to 
attain. Try not to overspend 
any products or services 
which come about or you 
could find yourself in a lot of 
debt. 


f H0U ) COULD ' 
A 006 WIN A 
COLORING 
v CONTEST? J 


THATS 

ridiculous* 


I AGREE ..UNLESS 
V0U STOP TO 
7UINK ABOUT IT.. 


A DOG 5 WHOLE 
LIFE IS RIDICULOUS.. 


mmm 





SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Dig into the 
ngbt sources today to get the 
information you need on 
some new career activity and 
you will find success, life can 
be a romantic evening for you 
and your mate, so spend as 

time as possible 
together. 


Andy Capp 


e iMWk 

MI. W SIKWMN MimWOW NOBTM 
MfllKARNKftTtMC 




L HMunsr 1 

* IN TV® > 


OBYOU S 
9PWU CWJ 


1 IODNT *-> 

■VWJSNBAie: 
- AOLAMEa ■< 


(November 
2Z to December 21) If yon 
are nnwise in any manner’ 
today, yon could ruffle feath- 
ers easdy. Use tact in going 
after personal aims at this 
tone and later this evening 
spend some quality time with 
year loved ones if possible. 

(December 22 

to January 20) Use care and 


V 


caution today in the handling 
f “^toprises and study 
Jem WU first. A bigwig can 

^ a Wg favour 

pnyect which will bring your 
K?* prosperity^ so 
toke advantage of tfafcat this 


Mutfn’Jeff 


OH, THER65 L 
JEFF STARTING J 
TO TEE OFF/ 


JEFF, WHAT ARE VOU DOING v 
DRIVING OFF FROM THE LADIES’ 


! YOU'RE SUPPOSED 
TO START TEN 
VARDS BACK! YOU 
CAN'T ADVANCE THIS 
FARTO7EE0 FF/, 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) bTS£ to 
handle promises you have 
made in the morning today 
then look for intere*£«„ 


I'M NOT/ 
THIS IS My 
1 SUCTH. 
STROKE/ 




close friends whom 
neglected. 


ones and 
you have 


With o **** to meet 


S}3fs?t5 > 


affairs* 1 **!. to°se business 
yon had promised to 


taie ca„. unused to 

™ are of together. Later 

8 18 ■ th ' time to 
in yom . jX pr ^ s f‘ n g obstacles 
expert,. hie with the help of 


. ***«. L. TW *** niSJet. 


!%£ of May: Emc ^ d 
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Asian Development Bank 
launches fresh appeal for aid fund 


grappling to maintain its 
competitive edge, has 
announced it would promote 
foreign investment in its 
private sector by inviting 
mergers and acquisitions 

The cabinet adopted a state- 
ment saying Japan "would 
welcome mergers and ac- 
quisitions by foreign 
- corporations and would not 
spare efforts to invigorate 
them." 

Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto told cabinet 
ministers the government 
"must strive to improve the 
'environment for foreign 
investment as much as 
possible in a bid to prevent 
'hollowing out' of the 
Japanese industry and the 
“decline of its competitive 



The statement, the first of 
its kind, stressed that Japan 
"must not hesitate to cany 
out thorough review of its 


economic structure amid a 
dramatic change in under- 
current including 
globalisation." 

"Mergers and acquisitions 
will help invigorate the 
economy, create new jobs 
and promoter its globalisation 
through transfer of economic 
resources, and new technol- 
ogy and systems," it said. 

The statement said the 
government would enhance 
efforts to provide 
information to foreign firms, 
while upgrading the 
environment for mergers and 
acquisitions through adminis- 
trative and legal reforms. 

The statement came two 
weeks after Ford Motor Co. 
of the United States 
announced it would boost its 
stake in Mazda Motor Co. to 
33.4 per cent and take over 
the company's presidency, the 
first time a major Japanese 
company has been run by a 
foreigner since World War II. 


MANILA (AFP) — The Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), 
pricking the conscience of 
Asia's wealthy economies! 
launched fresh appeals 
Tuesday to restock a 
dwindling concessional fund, 
.saying the region's economic 
miracle should not blind it to 
endemic poverty. 

At the opening of the 
29th annual meeting of the 
bank's board of governors. 
ADB President Mitsuo Sato 
listed poverty alleviation as a 
main priority for the Manila- 
based institution into the 
next century. 

"The improvements in 
economic performance across 
much of the region must not 
blind us to the stark reality of 
the poorer Asia," an 
emotional Sato said in his 
speech. 

He reminded some 2,000 
senior finance department and 
central bank officials from 
the Manila-based bank's 56- 
member nations anending the 
three-day conference that "in 
many Asian countries, 
poverty indicators are worse 
than in sub-Saharan Africa." 

The bank's soft loan 
■ window, the Asian 

Development Fund (ADF), 
runs out early next year 


because Asia's rich nations 
and traditional Western 
donors have withheld new 
commitments. 

Despite public 
pronouncements supporting 
ADF in principle. European 
donors have hedged on their 
contributions until the United 
States, which is in arrears, 
pledges new money for the 
next replenishment. 

But U.S. officials said 
they could not make any 
commitments at this point 
because of budgetary 
constraints. 

Western industrialised 
nations also demanded that 
Asia’s rich nations — Hong 
Kong. Singapore. South 
Korea and Taiwan — give 
more to the ADF to match 
their status as developed 
economies. 

Klaus Juergen Hedrich of 
Germany, chairman of the 
ADB board of directors, called 
for a payback from Asia's so- 
called "tiger" economies. 

"The economic slrength 
•of the new donors is to a 
considerable degree the result 
of development aid which 
Lhey themselves received in 
the past,” he said in a speech. 

"If former developing 


countries provide fairly 
substantial levels of funding, 
then this will help the 
decision-makers in the 
traditional donor countries to 
argue even more 
convincingly ... that 
successful development aid 
turns recipients into new 
donors," he added. 

Tan Sri Clifford Herbert, 
secretary general of 
Malaysia's finance ministry, 
told AFP that Kuala Lumpur 
was seriously 

considering its first 
contribution to the ADF. He 
declined to give an amount. 

"We have reached a very 
high level of development ... 
so we also wont to see how we 
Con help the other countries. 
It's a social conscience." he 
said. 

Malaysia's gross 
domestic product grew 9.3 per 
cent in 1995 and is projected 
at 8.5 per cent in 1996 and 
8.0 per cent in 1997. the 
ADB said. 

Taiwan. South Korea and 
Hong Kong together gave a 
mere 0.79 per cent of total 
contributions to the $4.2 
billion ADF fund when it was 
Iasi replenished in 1992. 
Singapore did not contribute. 


South Korea has said that it is 
willing to increase its 

contributions to the new 
fund, called ADF Seven, but 
has demanded a 
corresponding increase in its 
voting rights. 

Mu-Tsai Chen, 
administrative vice minister 
of Taiwan's ministry of 
finance, told AFP Tuesday it 
was also willing to raise its 
share if its official name in 
the ADB — Taipei. China — 
be altered to remove the 
comma. 

He said the comma gave 
the impression that it was 
part of mainland China, 
which considers Taiwan a 
renegade province. 

Mr. Chen said Taiwan was 
a founding member of the 
ADB in 1966 and was 
registered then as the republic 
,of China. But this was 
changed when China was 
admitted to the bank in 1985. 

Other challenges facing 
the bank include helping 
Asia's former communist 
states shift from command- 
style economies to the free 
market, enhancing sub- 
regional cooperation and 
raising productivity iu 
middle-income countries. Mr. 
Sato said. 


Japan to promote 
$ foreign mergers 
# and acquisitions 

' TOKYO (AFP) — Japan, 




Suez board agrees to sell 
French Banque Indosuez 


PARIS (R) — French 
industrial and financial 
holding company Cie de Suez 
has agreed to sell control of 
investment banking arm 
Banque Indosuez to mutual 
bank Credit Agricole and 
hoped to finalise a deal soon. • 

The. announcement came 
after a lengthy board meeting 
and was the second big event 
in the day in the French 
financial sector, where poor 
margins and the scars of prop- 
erty market recession have for 
a long time fuelled 
expectations of a shake-out. 

"The board. ofCompagnie de 
Suez, In its meeting of 
29 1996, declared radts 

agreement to sell a majority 
stake in Banque Indosuez," 
Suez said in a statement. 

"It examined the offer from 
the Caisse Nationale de Cedit 
Agricole, approved it in prin- 
ciple and called on the 
chairman to finalise a deal as 
soon as possible," the 
statement said. 

It gave no further details. 
That news followed an early 
tremor in the sector, when the 
troubled property lender 
Credit Foncier revealed losses 
of 10.8 billion francs ($2.10 
billion) for 1995 and charges 
of 13.6 billion francs ($2.64 
billion) for exposure to risks 
in the moribund French 
property market. 

The Indosuez deal came 


despite repeated declarations 
in the past that the bank was 
not for sale, but after fresh ru- 
mours in the market late last 
week that the highly 
profitable Credit Agricole 
grouping was on the verge of 
clinching the acquisition. 

Speculation has been rife for 
a year or more that Suez 
could let go of Indosuez, 
which, like many others in 
the financial sector has been 
burned by heavy involvement 
in property when the bottom 
fell out of the market at the 
end of the 1980s. 

Indosuez managed to turn in 
; a modest profit in 1995 J but 
only after transferring to 
parent Suez real estate stakes 
and related loans which were 
the cause of massive 
provisions and plunged the 
bank into loss in 1994. 

Despite turning to a net 
attributable profit of 187 mil- 
lion francs ($36.36 million) 
in 1995 from a loss of 1.089 _ 
billion francs ($211.7 
million), the bank's operating 
profit iast year tumbled to 
2.134 billion francs ($414.9 
million) from 2.810 billion 
francs ($546.3 million). 

Indosuez blamed that fall of 
almost 25 per cent, com- 
prising a near 10 per cent 
decline in net banking in-' 
come, on slow financial 
markets, franc strength versus 
the dollar and yen, and a 


lacklustre European climate. 

Suez itself says it is 
counting on a return to profit 
this year after revealing, 
another large, if shrinking, 
annual loss for 1995 earlier 
this month; 

The group highlighted lower 
contributions from Indosuez 
and Belgian polyutethene 
foam maker Recticel and big, 
surges in the profit flows 
from specialised financial' 
institutions and its 62 per- 
cent-owned Societe Generate 
de Belgique. 

Chairman Gerard- Mestra! let 
took the reins at Suez in 
August in a shakeout that; 
saw the departure of his 
predecessor Gerard Worms. 
Around that time the large 
commercial bank BNP had. 
been rumoured as a candidate 
to take over Indosuez. 

• The buyer is a highly 
'profitable association of local 
banks owned by their 
depositors and with close 
links to the farming and rural 
communities but no presence 
abroad. 

Both the Indosuez deal and a 
restructuring package which 
will be drawn with gov- 
ernment backing for Credit 
Foncier are sure to have 
implications for France's 
gloomy banking sector. 


Caspian pipeline deal 
seen as breakthrough 


ALMATY (R) — A weekend 
agreement on restructuring an 
'international consortium to 
build a pipeline pumping oil 
from Kazakhstan on to world 
markets has been hailed as a 
major breakthrough 

The protocol, signed during 
a visit to Almaty by 
President Boris YalLsin, sets 
terms for bringing in Western 
and Russian oil companies to 
finance the project. 
Agreement on the Caspian 
pipeline consortium, 
grouping Russia, Kazakhstan 
and Oman -with eight oil 
companies, clears an obstacle 
da ting : back ..to: 1 992 to 
bufTdfng the" pipeline from 
Kazakhstan's Tengiz oilfield 
to the Black Sea. 

* "This is a major milestone 
for this important infras- 
tructure project which will 
help unlock the petroleum re- 
sources of Tengiz and the 
region," Chevron Overseas 
President Richard Matzke 
said. 

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev described the deal 
as an "historic economic 
agreement". He said the 
pipeline could be completed 
within two to two-and-a-half 
years. 

Despite the breakthrough, a 
source familiar with pipeline 
talks told Reuters the new 
project — with a price tag of 
$1.2 to $1.5 billion - would. 


probably be finalised only in 
the third quarter of 1 996. 

The Tengiz oilfield, with 
reserves of between six and 
nine billion barrels, is being 
developed under a $20 billion 
joint venture with U.S. 
Chevron Corp., which has a 
half share. 

The U.S. Mobil Corp. will 
buy 25 per cent of the Tengiz 
production venture from 
Kazakhstan in May. Field 
output is set to peak at 
700,000 barrels per day (bpd') 
by 2010, up from 100,000 
bpd now. 

Undo- Saturday^ protocol, the 
origin aT coosorB unrfou nders 

Russia, Kazakhstan and 
Oman — will have their 
shares scaled back to a 
combined 50 per cent. Russia 
takes 24 per cent, Kazakhstan 
19 per cent and Oman seven 
percenL 

The eight oil companies 
will take on the remainder and 
commit themselves to 
funding the entire cost of the 
pipeline. 

Chevron will own 15 per 
cent, Russia's Lukoil 12.5 
per cent, Mobil and Russia's 
Rosneft 7.5 per cent each, 
British Gas and AGIP two per 
cent each, and Oryx and 
Kazakh state Munaigaz both 
get 1.75 percent. 

Russia had reservations in 
the past about allowing its 
southern neighbour to pump 


crude oil across its territory 
and compete with its own 
Siberian production. 

"For a long time we didn’t 
agree on redistributing shares 
in the consortium," Mr. 
Yeltsin said, stopping in 
Amaty. 

Talks on finalising the 
pipeline deal will continue 
but Mr. Yeltsin said that* 
with the signature of Omani 
Oil Minister Sultan Makbul, 
"all questions have been 
solved". 

The industry source said 
there were some questions as 
to whether the Russian com- 
panies in : the 'consortium 
would be able to meet their 
financial commitments, but 
the protocol allowed for 
members to drop out if they 
could not pay. 

''They'll be tested in their 
capacity and willingness to 
pay to become participants 
and earn their shares," the 
source said. 

The 1.500-kilomeu- 
pipeline, to be operated by 
Russia's Transneft, would be 
sufficient to carry all Kazakh 
oil exports up to the year 
2015, Russian officials said. 
But with Lukoil and Rosneft 
on board, it may also carry 
some Russian crude. 

The protocol delays making 
a major financial 
commitment until after 
Russia's June election.' 




Semi-Unfurnished 


Villa For Rent 

Location in Um Uthaina, 230 
sq.m., 3 bedrooms, large 
reception area, big garage, 
garden. 

For regional offices or 
residence. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


SnJNOI^tlG 

Professional Quality) in 
1 Hour Service j 

Develop yoav colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photm 
atm 30% tjugmr 

• Frmm muimrgm- 
nnt 20 x 30 cm 

- (W Gnndlays 

Bank. Phone: ©4042 
Swefieh id: 823891 
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■-> FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 

■> 

Appartmcnts 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fay. 864231 




DOLLAR 


man a cam 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 


( 


H&ppq OcMjs 3 

'PdtcdJrue 
SottftA & SaCaeU 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

Umxa Uthaina 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 



francesco 

smalto 




| Louis Fe’raud | 
fe Man'* Wean - | 

t „ ... — \ 

Amra Hotel Commercial ^ 
\ Center Tel : 864721 2 



AVIS 

RENTACAR 
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haTv er * 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 






A review of news from the Arabic press 


Irbid District Electricity Company 
begins to distribute dividends after 
covering losses of previous years 

frfr GROSS REVENUES of the Irbid District Electricity 
Company (IDEC) last year amounted to Jd 23.56 million 
while expenditures totalled JD* 21.96 million before taking 
bank interest into consideration. However, the company 
dosed its 1995 books by posting a net profit of JD 540,103, 
slightly higher than the JD 526,000 achieved in 1994. 
Mohammad Arafeh, the general manager of the Jordan 
Electricity Authority and the company’s chairman of the 
board, told die general assembly that the IDEC was able to 
1994 to complete covering nearly JD 1 million of losses 
from previous years and to begin building profit in 1995. 
The losses wens due to the burden of debt, the foreign 
exchange differentials resulting from the change in the 
exchange rate of -the* dinar and the insufficiency of 
electricity charges. He said that higher efficiency by the 
company's personnel and the upgrading of the effedency of 
the technical network also reflected positively on the return 
from power sales and helped in covering the losses and 
achieving profitability. 

Mr. Arafeh pointed out that higher sales were due to an 
increase in the number of subscribers in the area of 
concession from 146,497 subscribers in 1994 to 153,7453 
subscribers in 1995. The increase brings the rate of those 
receiving the IDEC service to 99.5 per cent, Mr. Arafeh 
said. 

According to the annual report, the company generated 
12 million KWH during 1995 compared to 11 million KWH 
in 1994. The value of electricity purchased amounted to JD 
12.90 million whereas it was sold for JD 18.97 million. The 
company^ fixed assets at the end of last year totalled JD 
33.4 rmUion (JD 31 million in 1994) whereas total assets 
stood at JD 74 million (JD71 million in 1994). Net 
shareholders’ equity was JD 4.26 million. 

Winding up the general assembly meeting, the sharehol- 
ders approved the board's recommendation to distribute 
JD 300,000 in dividends at a rate of 10 per cent (A1 Dustour 
+ A1 Aswaq + AJ Ra’i). 

National Chlorine Industries 
Company plans expansion after 
Ending high demand for its products 

hrtr HIGH DEMAND for the chemicals produced by the 
National Chlorine Industries Company (NC3C) has encour- 
aged the management of the company to begin studying 
various means to expand production capacity. According to 
Mohammad Yousef A1 Taber, chairman of the board, 90 
per cent of NClCs production for 1996 has been sold 
already. Mr. Taher pointed out that the expansion was also 
necessitated by the requirement of the present market and 
to secure a share for chlorine consumption by the Jorda- 
nian bromine factories that are to be set up at Ghor AJ Safi. 
Mr. Taher said that the company’s products cover almost 
all the needs of the local market in addition to some exports 
to Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen; The 
NCXC, which officially started operation in November 
1995, has won a tender from the water Authority to Supply 
1,000 tonnes of chlorine. It has also won a Syrian tender to 
supply 3,000 tonnes of hydrochloric add to Banyas 
refinery. The company, which also produces caustic soda, 
had a JD 12.5 milli on balance sheet total ft the end of 1995 
(Al 1 Aswaq -l- At Dustour). 
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Dicer 25/4/1994 

Corracjr 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.7060 

0.7190 

Sterling Pound 

1,(7771 

7.0745 

Deutsche Marie 

0.4444 


Serbs Fnme 

0.5735 

0.5744 1 

French Franc 

1 WWW 


Japanese Yea* 

:. 0.4454 

0.4447 

Dafdh Guilder 

0.4J49 


Swedish Krona 



lUBu Ura* 

0.0455 

0.0457 

Bdj>fcu> Franc 




Other Currencies 


25/4/1996 


Currtoey 

Bid 

Offer 

Behrilni Dinar 

7.0420 


Irimnopt lira 4 

0.044425 

1 BHBfli 

Saadi Rlyal 

0.7*70 

Hffll 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

WftSfU 


Qatari RIyal 


0.7945 

ECjrpCtaa Pound 

mom i 

0.2100 

Oman Riyat 

■m 


UAK Dirham 
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Greek Drachma* 

■m 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

! LONDON (R) - 

Following are the buying and selling l 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Tuesday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3606/16 

Canadian dollar 


1.5318/28 

Deutschemarks 


1.7142/52 

Dutch guilders 


1:1436/46 

Swiss francs 


31.46/50 

Belgian francs 


5.1728/78 

French francs 


1564.1/5.6 

Italian lire 


104.70/80 

Japanese yen 


6.7790/90 

Swedish crowns 


6.5780/30 

Norwegian crowns 


5.9057/07 

Danish crowns 


1.4050/60 

Singapore dollars 


0.7869/74 

Australian dollars 


7.7345/55 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

$1.5025/35 


Gold (ounce) 

$391.20/391.70 
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Next European champions’ 
league begins to take' shape 


Milan parade new 
-Dutch stars 

MILAN (AFP) — AC Milan unveiled their two new 
Dutch stars op Tuesday, Michael Reiziger and Edgar 
Davids, who guided Ajax Amsterdam to victory over their 
□ew club in last season’s European Cup final. 

Both internationals, midfielder Davids, 23, and defend- 
er Reiziger, who turns 23 on Friday, have signed four-year 
contracts taking them to June 2000. 

Milan Vice-President Adrian Galliani explained: “At the 
end of this season, we will be losing two great players, 
Mauro Tassotti and Roberto Donationi.” 

Tassotti. who is ending an 18-year playing career with 
the club, will take on a training/coaching role, while 
Donadoni, after 10 seasons here, is heading for the fledg- 
ling Major League Soccer in die United States. 

Galliani said: “We're looking to Reiziger to taker over 
from Tassotti, and Davids from Donadoni, in the same 
way that we looked to George Weah to fill the gap left by 
Marco Van Basten. 

“And we hope and believe they will have the same suc- 
cess as George Weah.” 

Reiziger, who made his Ajax debut at the age of 17 in 
April 1991. said: ‘This is a great team, with a great future. 
When you leave Holland, this is the best club to go to.” 

But be was also braced for the battle for a regular first 
team slot. 

“When you’ve got 20 or 24 good players, you know the 
competition is going to be tough,” be said. “But I'm used 
to handling pressure.” ■ 

As for Friday, be quipped: ‘This is a big present for me.” 

Both men were well aware of die three legendary 
Dutchmen who preceded them in the red and black 
colours — Ruud Gullit, Frank Rjjkaard and Marco Van 
Basten. 

Davids, finishing his fifth season with the Dutch giants, 
said: “I know what to expect. I’m not worried about the 
comparisons that are going to be made.” 


LONDON (R) — Next sea- 
son's champions’ league 
began to take shape at the 
weekend with domestic title 
triumphs to last year's 
European Cup finalists Ajax 
Amsterdam and AC Milan. 

Ajax, vying to join Milan 
with five European Cup 
wins when they meet 
Juventus in next month’s 
final, clinched their third 
sucessive Dutch title on 
Sunday while AC Milan 
won their fourth Italian title 
in five years. 

Glasgow Rangers are also 
in the champions' league 
again, along wiih Porto who 
made sure of their berth 
weeks ago, while 
Manchester United moved 
closer towards a quick 
return with a 5-0 demolition 
of Nottingham Forest. 

The bigger picture was 
muddied by the troubled 
form of Bayern Munich, 
Adetico Madrid and Paris Sr 
Germain, who have all but 
handed the French title to 
Auxerre. 

Atletico have found it as 
difficult to win at home as 
they find it easy to clock up 
victories away. 

Radomir Antic's side, 
without a win at home since 
Feb. 25. lost there again on 
Saturday, 3-2 to Valencia- 
one of several opportunities 
they have squandered to kill 
off the Spanish league. 

The previous weekend 
they won 3-1 at Barcelona, 
their closest challengers, 
whose victory at- Sporting 
Gijon on Sunday left them 
only three points adrift with 
four games to go. 


"On Saturday we could 
have given the league the 
death sentence,” said 
Atletico owner Jesus Gil. 

Barcelona coach Johan 
Cruyff added: ‘The league's 
very open, if we continue to 
win games then we'll take 
the league.” 

Bayern President Franz 
Beckenbauer, who sacked 
coach Ottorehhagel after 
Saturday's 1-0 home defeat 
by Hansa Rostock, said on 
Monday five board mem- 
bers and four players, 
including club captain 
Lothar Matthaeus and 
Juergen Klinsmann, had 
begged him to take charge 
again. 

“Nine men were pressing 
me. They were scared we 
would lose everything just 
before the finishing line — 
the championship and the 
UEFA Cup." he wrote in the 
mass circulation daily Bild. 

“I told them f can’t give 
any guarantees either. That 
they'll only find magicians 
in die circus. That there are 
six matches in three weeks 
and no time to make 
changes. 

"I can only try to release 
the . mental blocks in the 
team." 

Dortmund trainer Ottmar 
Hitzfeld said Bayern's trou- 
bles would not necessarily 
make it easier for his side to 
retain their ride. “Franz is 
going to give Bayern a new 
rush of motivation." he said. 

Paris St Germain's nor- 
mally suave president 
Michel Denisot was furious 
after his side's shock 1-0 
home defeat to Lille virtual- 


ly put them out of the title 
race. 

Denisot accused his play- 
ers of letting both himself 
and Paris fans down tmd 
said they could only redeem 
themselves by winning the 
cup winners' cup next week. 

"I need about three lorry 
loads of bicarbonate of soda 
to swallow this result,” he 
said. “I have given every- 
thing to this team- but 
they’ve gone and spoiled it 
all. Mistakes have been pil- 
ing up and I won't forget it 

“In the 10 days till we 
play Rapid Vienna in- 
Brussels. I’m putting every- 
one under close watch. I 
will be at the training camp 
and I'm going to be -very 
demanding.” 

PSG's defeat left Auxerre 
with every hope of winning 
their first championship and 
the league and cup double 
as well. 

Milan have reached the 
European Cup final five 
times since 1989, winning 
the trophy that year and 
again in 1990 and 1994. 

Juventus coach Marcello 
Lippi said: "Right from the 
beginning, I got tbe impres- 
sion that they badly wanted 
to win this title so that they 
could get back into the 
champions cup." 

Milan's Fabio Capeilo 
said: “This was the thing I 
wanted most, the title I 
cared most about, it was a 
personal matter. 

“Overall, this was the 
most difficult of all my 
(four) titles. We were up 
against everybody, there 
wasn't just one rival but lots 


— Juventus, Fiorenrina. 
Lazio. Parma.” 

Roberto Baggio, who 
passed up the chance to play 
in the European Cup this 


season when he left 
Juventus for Milan, said: 
“At last. I get to play in 
the champions’ cup. and 
that’s a huge satisfaction.” 



SAVICEVIC AND BAGGIO CELEBRATE: Milan's Dejan Sa vice vie raises his arms 
to celebrate with Roberto Baggio the fourth Italian title in five years won by Milan 
Sunday. Milan, who have led Serie A from start to finish on points, now hare an insur- 
mountable nine-point lead over last season's champions Juventus (Renters photo) 


Becker begins 
clay come-back 



Canadian Jacques Villeneuve (right) and World Champion German Michael Schumacher (left) in action during the 
European Grand Prix at the Nuerburgring Sunday. Villeneuve won the race and Schumacher finished second 


Villeneuve win reveals chinks in Hill armour 


NUERBURGRING, 
Germany |R) — Canadian 
Jacques Villeneuve s maiden 
victory in Sunday's 
European Grand Prix 
revealed weaknesses in cur- 
rent leader Damon Hill's rac- 
ing repertoire. 

As Villeneuve left the 
Nuerburgring to universal 
praise after holding off a 
strong challenge from double 
world champion Michael 
Schumacher's Ferrari in a 
thrilling finish, it became 
dear that his Williams tearn- 
mate had struggled to finish 
fourth. 

David Coulthard was third 
in a McLaren. 

Two drivers criticised 
Hill’s driving as the Briton 
attempted to steer his 
Williams through the field on 
a recovery charge after a bad 
start and a 20-second pit-stop 
had left him trailing in 1 1th 
place. 

Brazilian Rubens 

Barrichello, who finished 
less than a second behind 


Hill in fifth place, said: "I 
had a good fight with Damon 
at the end. but be made some 
suprising moves. 

“Sometimes he fart the car 
in places that you would not 
expect him to. That damaged 
my line, but it damaged his 
too — and it seemed a 
strange thing to do." 

Another Brazilian. Pedro 
Diniz. of Ligier, complained 
that Hill had not driven well 
when the pair collided on lap 
28 of the 67-lap race as Hiil 
fought for eighth position. 

Diniz said: *AVhen the 
other cars started to refuel. I 
moved up to eighth, ahead of 
u group led by Hill. On lap 
28, he made an unexpected 
move to overtake me and 
came from quite a long way 
back. 

“He seemed to brake very 
late, hit the kerb and could not 
turn in correctly. To avoid 
colliding with him, I was also 
forced to take to the gravel.” 

The incident with Diniz 
reminded some observers of 


Hill’s collisions with 
Schumacher in 1995, particu- 
larly at Silverstone and 
Monza. They suggested that 
he remains a less impressive 
racing driver in traffic and 
under pressure than he is 
when out in front and leading. 

But Hill believes he was 
simply unlucky to suffer his 
combined misfortunes of a 
poor start, a long pit-stop in 
search of a puncture and his 
accident with Diniz — whom 
he claimed did not look in his 
minors and see him coming 
— on a circuit where it is dif- 
ficult to overtake. 

“I got by Michael 
(Schumacher) okay and was 
having problems with 
Rubens, but then suddenly 
the car began to feel strange 
and l was convinced that I 
had a puncture of something 
had broken.” he said. “I pitted 
and feat cost me a bit of time 
while they checked the car 

OUL • 

For Villeneuve, who now 
lies 1 1 points behind Hill in 


fee drivers’ championship, 
tbe victory came in only his 
fourth race. 

But Villeneuve was reluc- 
tant to criticise Hill or build 
up his own championship 
hopes. “This is only one race 
and there is a long way to 
go.” he said. “We will have to 
work hard to stay competi- 
tive.” 

Schumacher's stirring drive 
for Ferrari buoyed up their 
hopes of another good result 
in next weekend's San 
Marino Grand Prix on their 
home track at Iraola. The 
inspired German. like 

Villeoeuve, played down his 
hopes. 

“The feet feat I was able to 
fight for the lead today does 
not mean feat we have closed 
the gap to the Williams,” he 
said. 

“It only means that we are 
improving step by step in a 
methodical and planned fash- 
ion. We have a long way to go 
but we will get there.” 


MUNICH. Germany 
(Agencies) - Second r seeded 
Boris Becker claimed' he 
was back in form after win- 
ning his first round at fee 
$425,000 clay-court 

Munich Open against 
Spain’s Francisco Rigg on 
Tuesday 6-4, 6-4. 

All eyes are on Becker's 
performance here, follow- 
ing his second round failure 
on clay in the recent Monte 
Carlo Open. 

The circuit's penultimate 
clay-court event, fee French 
Open, is less than four 
weeks away. 

In Monte Carlo, Becker 
was beaten in fee second 
round by Czech David Rikl. 
But even after the loss, 
Becker’s confidence 
remained: “When I am on 
form, I can beat anyone on 
fee clay," he said. 

Here in Munich. Becker 
had fee support of almost 
everyone in fee stands at 
fee Iphitos Club. The 
German world No. 5 need- 
ed one hour and 20-minutes 
to clich fee game against 
his 236th ranked opponent 

“It’s nice to play here 
again,” said fee German, 
who is making only his 
third appearance in 13 years 
at fee event in his adopted 
hometown. 

“I’m satisfied with my 
form. It was not as easy as it 
looked. Roig had to win 
three matches in fee quali- 
fying round, so he had some 
experience already here.” 
Becker broke for 5-4 in the 
first set and served it out in 
the next game. 

■ In the second set, fee 
German favourite started 
wife a break, saved four 
break points against his 
serve in fee eighth game 
and claimed the win in fee 
tenth game on a winning 
stretch forehand winner 
down the line. 

Becker, along wife 


Croatian Goran Ivanisevic 
both received wild card 
entries after they stumbled 
at Monte Carlo last week in 
their 1996 clay court 
debuts. 

Austrian Thomas Muster, 
tbe French Open title holder 
who is proving himself 
invincible on clay for a sec- 
ond consecutive year, was 
playing later in hopes of 
obtaining his 500th career 
victory. Muster was to open 
his Munich week with a 
match against Italy's Stefan 
Pescosolido. 

Sixth seed Gilbert 
Schailer of Austria survived 
a sloppy first set to emerge 
with a 3-6. 6-0, 6-4 victory 
against German CarU-Uwe 
Steeb. Magnus Lars son, fee 
1994 Grand Slam Cup win- 
ner in Munich, took a 6-2, 
64 loss against world No. 
58 Argentine Heman 
Gumy. 

Larsson, a former top ten 
contender, has slipped to 
No.71 in fee rankings after 
injury in 1995. 

Muster wins 3rd Monte 

Carlo title to join elite 

Thomas Muster joined fee 
elite of clay-court tennis 
when he beat Spaniard 
Alberto Costa in five tense 
sets to win his third title at 
fee Monte Carlo Open tour- 
nament on Sunday — a feat 
only achieved before by 
Nicola Pietrangeli, Die 

Nastase and Bjom Borg. 

The Austrian, undisputed 
world number one on clay, 
had to battle for over three 
hours to dismiss the 

Spaniard, his Bete Noire, 6-3 
5-7 4-6 6-3 6-2, and win his 
37fo tournament 

But Muster, winner here in 
1992 and last year, could 
well have been beaten in a 
match in which both men 
found difficulty keeping 
their serves. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Operation ends Brolin’s tough season 

LONDON (R) — Tomas Brolin's troubled season wife 
Leeds ended prematurely on Tuesday. The Swedish 
striker has been sidelined' by calf strain and bas no 
chance of regaining fitness fep&eeds s final two match- 
es of tbe season — against Tottenham on Thursday and 
Coventry on Sunday. Manager Howard Wilkinson said: 
“In view of this, it has been decided feat Tomas will fly 
home to Sweden to undergo the minor operation to his 
ankle, which was planned to take place after the end of 
fee season ” Brolin. a £4.5 million ($6.8 million) signing 
from Parma in November, has struggled wife form and 
fitness since arriving at Leeds. 

Modahl back in competition 

CARDIFF (AFP) — Diane Modahl announced on 
Tuesday that she is to run in fee Welsh Games in Cardiff 
on Saturday. May 25. The former Commonwealth 800- 
metres champion, who will bid for an Olympic place 
after being cleared of all drugs charges, will contest a 
600m, one of six invitation events during fee Wales- 
Ireland-Croatia match. Meeting organiser, hurdler Colin 
Jackson said: “I’m pleased Diane is competing again. 
The British team missed her presence last summer. “I 
respect her determination to carry on training and pursue 
her career, considering the difficult time she has had.” 
Modahl sees fee meeting as a good warm-up as she tries 
to refind world-class form. *Tm excited to be competing 
again. It will be fee perfect event for me to test my train- 
ing in fee build-up to qualification for fee Olympics” 

Bulgarian fans throw snake at referee 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgarian soccer fans threw a live snake 
at a referee after Saturday’s first division clash between 
Levski Sofia and CSKA, officials said on Monday. It 
landed near Veseiin Bogdanov as he left the pitch. A 
policeman clubbed it wife his baton. The match, which 
CSKA won 1-0. ended wife a punch-up in the tunnel 
leading to the dressing rooms. A policeman suffered a 
leg injuiy. The disciplinary committee of the Bulgarian 
Football Union was expected to discuss fee incidents at 
a meeting later on Monday. The two clubs have a histo- 
ry of fierce rivalry. Eleven years ago a cup final between 
them ended in a brawl, and several players, including 
World Cup star Hristo Stoichkov, were banned from soc- 
cer for a year. 

Brondby turn down Weah’s cousin 

COPENHAGEN (R) — Leading Danish club Brondby 
said on Tuesday it will not be signing fee cousin of AC 
Milan’s 1995 world player of fee year George Weah. 
"We have no plans to see SyUa (Benmadi Mun amm ed) 
and are not interested in him.” Brondby secretary Emil 
Bakkendorf said. “Sylla has been approaching a lot of 
other Danish clubs and we, have heard bad things about 
his general conduct” Danish media reports said Weah 
had recommended his cousin, a Guinean international, to 
the Copenhagen -club. 
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1) James Bond 007... in 

Golden Eye 

Shows at 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 

2) 

Nutcracker Prince 

Show: 11:00 a.m. 

* Escape to the top ( Arabic) 

Shows at 16.15, 8.30, 10.30 

* Toy Story 

Shows at 11:00. 12:30. 3:00 

* Sleeping in Honey (Arabic) 

Shows at 5:00 p.m. 

Concord “1” 

Al Pachino& Robert Deniro 

Heat 

Shows at 12:30, 3:00, 6:00, 8:00 

Concord “2" 

Ace Ventura 2 

Shows at 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Antonio Banderas & 
Salma Hayek 
in 

Desperado 

Shows at 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8.:0, 10:30 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155,640155 
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Sabonis leads Blazers to win over .1 ^77 


PORTLAND (R) — 

Arvydas Sabonis scored 27 
points but it was Buck 
Williams' putback of a 
Sabonis miss with 14 sec- 
onds left in overtime that 
snapped a tie as the Portland 
Trail Blazers stayed alive 
with a 94-91 playoff victory 
Monday over the Utah Jazz. 

Portland now trails Utah 
two games to one, with 
game four of the best-of- 
. five opening round Western 
Conference series slated for 
Wednesday in Portland. 

Rod Strickland added 19 
points for the Trail Blazers, 
who blew a 13-point lead in 
the second half while play- 
ing their first playoff game 
at the New Rose Garden. 

“We played hard, but we 
certainly didn’t play well,’* 
said Strickland. “Bur we 
gutted it out and we got the 
victory. 

Karl Malone scored 35 
points and John Stockton 
added 13 for Utah. 

Utah rallied at the end, 
taking advantage of 
Portland's ineptitude at the 
free throw line. The Blazers 
missed 4-of-6 free throws, 
three by Sabonis, in the 
final minute to open the 
door for the Jazz. 

Portland shot Just 27 of 46 
from the charity stripe. 

“We just couldn’t seem to 
put the basketball in the net 
tonight but we won," 
Williams said about the 
poor foul shooting. “That’s 
been our Achilles heel all 
year." 

In Atlanta, the Atlanta 
Hawks closed the game 
with an 1 1-3 run and pushed 
the Indiana Pacers to the 
brink of playoff elimination 
with a 90-83 victory 
Monday in game three of 
their Eastern Conference 
first-round series. 

The Hawks, led by Steve 
Smith with 26 points and 
Christian Laetmer with 24. 
took a two games to one 
lead in the best-of-five 
series. Game four is 
Thursday in Atlanta. 

Laettner gave Atlanta the 
lead for good at 81-80 with 
a seven-footer with 3:05 to 
play. Smith added a- three- 
pointer as the shot clock 
expired with 91 seconds left 
and the Hawks held Indiana 
to one basket over the final 
5:13. • 

‘Time was running out, 
Christian drew a double- 
team, he got it out to me and 
the only thing I had left to 
do was really push it," 
Smith said about bis key 
three. T had a good chance 
ro shoot it, and lucky for us 
it went in." 

Derrick McKey and Rik 
Smits scored 13 points 
apiece for Indiana, which 
has advanced to the Eastern 
Conference finals the past 


Indiana Pacers* Derrick McKey (right) attempts to shoot by the defence of Atlanta 
Hawks’ Christian Laettner in the third quarter, at the Omni >%»nday during the first 
round of the NBA playoffs. The Hawks defeated &e Pacers 9p^83 (Reuters photo) 


two seasons but has played 
the entire series without all- 
star guard Reggie Miller, 
who has a fractured eye 
socket. 

T don't wony about pres- 
sure and who’s it on," said 
Indiana coach Larry Brown, 
whose team has eliminated 
the Hawks from the playoffs 
in each of the last two sea- 
sons. 

"The responsibility of all 
of us is to be ready every 
single nighL These guys 
grow , up wanting to be in 
big games and now they 
have their chance.” 


The Pacers took an 80-79 
lead when Antonio Davis 
capped a 7-0 run with a free 
throw at 3:58. Haywoode 
Workman brought Indiana 
within 84-S3 on a three- 
pointer with 57 seconds left. 

After a turnover by 
Atlanta, the Pacers had a 
chance to take the lead but 
Mark Jackson missed a 12- 
fooler from the right wing. 
Smith was fouled during a 
scramble for a loose ball 
and made the second of two 
foul shots with 11 seconds 
remaining to give Atlanta a 
two-point lead. 


Indiana got the ball back, 
but Ricky Pierce’s pass 
intended for Jackson was 
stolen by Mookie Blaylock, 
who hit two free throws 
with 3.4 seconds left to seal 
the victory. Blaylock then 
stole the inbounds pass and 
buried a three-pointer as 
time expired. 

Blaylock had 16 points, 
eight steals and seven 
assists. 

“You have to give a lot of 
credit to Mookie Blaylock." 
added Smith. “He had a lot 
of steals, he's a thief. It was 
a storybook for him.” 


National junior team returns from 
Bangkok after taking 8th place 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

JORDAN'S NATIONAL 
Junior Women’s Basketball 
team returned home 
Monday evening after tak- 
ing eighth place in the Asian 
Junior Basketball 

Championship for Women 
which was held in Bangkok, 
Thailand April 21-28. 

The Kingdom’s team, the 
first and only Arab country 
to take part in such a cham- 
pionship, scored encourag- 
ing results in their inaugural 
competition on the Asian 
level 

The delegation to 
Bangkok was congratulated 
by HRH Princess Sarvath 
AI Hassan who has been an 
ardent supporter of the team 
and has kept a close watch 
on women’s basketball 
since national teams made a 
comeback last s umm er fol- 
lowing a 12-year absence. 

Jordan’s team to the 
championship placed eight 
after overcoming Hong 
Kong and Sri Lanka in the 
first round. On the final day 


of competition, Jordan lost 
to Kyrgyzstan 71-39 to fin- 
ish eighth among 12 com- 
peting teams. 

The Kingdom's Hala 
Ghattas and Zina Farah 
were eighth among 12 top 
rebounders and Jordan's 
participation for the first 
time was highly appreciated 
by other delegations, espe- 
cially Asian Basketball 
Confederation officials. 
China won the title after 
overcoming Japan in the 
final five minutes of the 
second half to win the game 
66-63 and take the sixth 
title. 

Seven-time tideholders 
Korea placed third after 
managing a 77-76 win over 
Chinese Taipei. Hosts 
Thailand came in fifth as 
they beat India 74-66. 

JBF officials, family and 
friends of players welcomed 
the players back at Queen 
Alia Internationa] Airport. 
The players are now likely 
to take a month off from the 
game to return to school and 
university examinations 
before they join their 


respective teams in the 
league championship sched- 
uled for July. 

At the conclusion of the 
championship. Japan's Miki 
Satom received the SI, 000 
top playmaker award while 
China's Miao Lijle who 
assisted her team in over- 
coming Japan in the final 
was chosen the tourna- 
ment's most valuable play- 
er. 

Chinese coach Ma Yuenan 
was chosen as the most 
valuable coacb and also 
received $1,000. 

Final standings after the 
championship: 

1- China 2- Japan 3- South 
Korea 4- Chinese Taipei 5- 
Thailand 6- India 7- 
Kyigizstan 8- Jordan 9- 
Malaysia 10- Sri Lanka 11- 
Philippines 12- Hong Kong. 

Snippets from Bangkok 

• The Kingdom's team 
was the centre of attraction 
in the friendship night din- 
ner party organised by the 
Thai Basketball 

Association. At a sugges- 
tion that each delegation 


present a song representing 
its country, the Kingdom’s 
team sang ‘Hashimi 
Hashimi* and invited all 
players to dance. The 
Jordanian players thus cre- 
ated an unforgettable 
atmosphere where each del- 
egation came up with a tra- 
ditional song or dance creat- 
ing a fraternal atmosphere 
that for one day in the 
championship put aside 
competition, victories and 
defeats. 

• In a show of sportsman- 
ship, the Sri I jnknn team 
who lost to Jordan in the 
final second, were the only 
team who saw off the 
Kingdom's delegation as 
they left the hotel for 
Bangkok International 
Airport. The Sri Lankan 
team, like Jordan’s 
women's team in the Asian 
Women's Championship in 
Japan last summer, had 
come to Thailand after play- 
ers came up with their own 
fundraising campaign to 
make it to the games. 


Police arrest Euro 96 ticket touters 


LONDON (AFP) — Police 
raided 12 ticket outlets on 
Tuesday, including the 
offices of a company run by 
former England test bowler 
Bob Willis, arresting 1 1 
people for illegal sales of 
Euro 96 tickets. 

Tickets for the European 
Football Championships 
tournament, being staged in 
June, have yet to be distrib- 
uted in Britain. 

It is an offence under the 
cr imin al justice act to tout 
tickets for football matches, 
with a maximum £5,000 
($8,300) penalty. A woman 
was arrested during the raid 
on Willis' National Sporting 
Club, which occupies the 
thouse suite at London's. 
;e Royal. 

She was among a number 


of people arrested as a total 
of SO officers mounted 
simultaneous raids across 
the English capital as a part 
of operation potent. 

Mr. Willis denied any 
knowledge of wrongdoing, 
saying he believed his office 
had applied for, received 
and were intending to resell 
the tickets on an entirely 
legitimate basis. 

His club was also offering 
places for the FA Cup final 
at prices up to £800. 

The National Sporting 
Club, which has been oper- 
ated under licence by the 
Willis brothers for the last 
five years, was offering 
champagne deals for the 
opening game in the Euro 
96 championships for £300. 

The Football Association 


(FA) said over recent years 
it bad taken its own action 
against touts connected to 
the cup final, imposing fines 
and bans. 

“In recent months, the 
metropolitan police through 
its Euro 96 intelligence unit 
has asked for our support 
and we've readily given it. 
Today’s action is the first 
result," the FA said. 

The Football Association 
said it welcomed and sup- 
ported the police operation. 

‘Ticket touting is illegal. 
It's not in the interests of all 
those who care about foot- 
ball." it said in a statement 

“It's highly damaging for 
our game, not least as we 
approach Euro 96 when the 
eyes of millions across 
Europe and further afield 


will be on this country. 

“Ticket touting means 
greed and exploitation, it 
puts at risk all efforts to seg- 
regate rival supporters and 
thus ensure safety and secu- 
rity." 

Further operations are 
planned as the countdown 
continues to the biggest 
sporting event in England 
for 30 years. 

“We stress again that all 
tickets can be traced back to 
those who . originally 
received them." indicated 
the FA. 

The association also 
warned those tempted to 
purchase tickets from touts 
that they could be forged or 
stolen — and receiving 
them may be illegal. 


Franco becomes first lefty to 
record 300 saves in M-League 


NEW YORK (R) — John 
Franco pitched a scoreless 
ninth inning to become the 
first left-hinder in Major- 
League history to record 
300 saves as the New York 
Mcts beat the Montreal 
Expos 3-2 Monday in the 
opener of a three-game 
series. 

Franco, who notched his 
fifth save of the season, 
struck out Darrin Fletcher to 
open the ninth. F.P. 
Santangelo reached on an 
infield single and took sec- 
ond base when third base- 
man Jeff Kenr’s throw 
skipped by the first base- 
man. 

But Franco struck out 
Shane Andrews and then 
got pinch-hitter Sherman 
Obando to fly out to the 
warning track in right-cen- 
tre to end the game. 

“I though! Obando got it." 
Franco said. "When it went 
off the bat, I was thinking, 
‘oh ho, not tonight.’ things 
go through your mind. 1 was 
thinking maybe he (Mets 
centre fielder Lance 
Johnson) lost it in the fog.". 

“Our club is tough." 
Expos manager Felipe Alou 
said. “Even with Mr. Franco 
getting his 300th save, the 
threat was there. This team 
does not quit.” 

Franco became the eighth 
player in Major-League his- 
tory to reach 300 saves, 
doing it exactly 12 years 
after recording the first of 
his career for the Cincinnati 


Reds against the San 
Francisco Giants. 

Mets starter Pete Hamisch 
(2-2) allowed one unearned 
run and three hits in seven 
innings to gain the victory. 
Montreal starter Jeff 
Fassero (1-3) surrendered 
three runs and seven hits in 
six innings. 

New York improved to 
11-13, while first place 
Montreal slipped to 17-9. . 

In Los Angeles, Rani 
Mondesi broke out of a 
slump with three hits and 
five RBI and Ismael Valdes 
pitched into the eighth 
inning as the Los Angeles 
Dodgers belted the Chicago 
Cubs 10-4. 

Mondesi, who entered the 
game hitless in his last 24 
at-bats, singled and scored 

in the first inning. In the 
third Mondesi hit reliever 
Kevin Foster's first pitch 
into the left-field seats for a 
three-run homer, and he 
capped off his performance 
with a two-run single in the 
eighth. 

Valdes (2-1) allowed four 
runs — three earned — and 
six hits. His era rose to 2.41. 

Mike Piazza extended his 
hirting streak to 13 games 
with a solo homer to right- 
centre field off Foster (3-2) 
to lead off the fifth. Piazza's 
homer was his fourth in the 
last 10 games after not 
homering over his first 16. 

In San Diego. Joey 
Hamilton tossed a four-hit- 
ter for his fourth career 


shutout and became the first 
five-game winner in the 
Major Leagues as the San 
Diego Padres defeated the 
Houston Astros 2-0. 

Hamilton (5- 1 ) walked 
one and struck out two in 
tossing his first shutout of 
the year. 

Hamilton, who retired 11 
straight batters between the 
fourth and seventh innings, 
faced just four batters over 
the minimum and allowed 
just two runners to reach 
second base. 

"1 felt good and was in a 
good groove all day," 
Hamilton said. “It was 
mostly location today. I was 
able to throw my pitches 
over for strikes " 

Luis Lopez provided the 
nin-supporr with a two-run 
homer in the bottom of the 
seventh inning. 

Jn St Louis, Tom Glavine 
allowed one run in 7 2/3 
innings and Fred McGriff 
backed him with a two-run 
double to lead the Atlanta 
Braves to a 4-1 victory over 
the St. Louis Cardinals and 
a sweep of their three-game 
series. 

Glavine (2-3) allowed 
seven hits, walked one and 
struck out seven as he 
snapped a personal three- 
game losing streak. 

Mark Wohlers got the 
final four outs, striking out 
three, for his sixth save in as 
many chances for Atlanta 
(15-11). 


White 
Sox win 
seventh 
in a row 


CHICAGO (R) — Wilson 
Alvarez hurled seven solid 
innings and Ozzie Guillen 
scored a run and drove in 
another as the Chicago 
White Sox held off the 
California Angels 4-3 on 
Monday for their seventh 
straight victory. 

Alvarez (2-2) allowed 
three runs and nine hits and 
struck out six. Roberto 
Hernandez struck out the 
side in the ninth inning for 
his ninth save for Chicago 
(15-9). 

Rex Hudler had three hits 
for the Angels (12-12), 
who have losr four in a row 
following a seven-game 
winning streak. Jason 
Grimsley (1-1) allowed 
four runs and eight hits in 5 
2/3 innings for the loss. 

In Baltimore. B.J. 
Surhoff homered to break a 
seventh-inning tie as the 
Orioles snapped a three- 
game losing streak with an 
8-7 victory over the Texas 
Rangers. 

At Minnesota, Dave 
Hollins homered. doubled 
and drove in four runs and 
Paul Molitor had three hits 
and three RBI as the 
Minnesota Twins roared 
back from a 5-0 deficit for 
an 11-6 win over the 
Kansas City Royals. 
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Clinton's pitching for 
Peres raises eyebrows 




TEL AVTV (R) — Bill Clin- 
ton's effusive backing for 
visiting Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres has sparked 
charges the U.S. leader is 
meddling in Israeli politics 
with elections in the Jewish 
state barely a month away. 

•AVc begin this evening 
with an unprecedented mobi- 
lisation of support — such as 
has never been known in the 
past — by a U.S. president in 
favour of an electoral candi- 
date in u democratic coun- 
try," said Israel Channel Two 
anchor Yaacov Alon, open- 
ing the television's nightly 
newscast late on Monday. 

Mr. Clinton was shown 
with Mr. Peres enjoying the 
cheers of a U.S. Jewish lob- 
bying group in Washington. 

"Our friend Shimon Peres 
is carrying on the important 
work of peace with security." 
Mr. Clinton said, to thunder- 
ous applause. 

"I salute again the prime 
minister for the strength and 
commitment he has shown 
for pursuing the peace in this 
difficult period." 

Army radio called it a 
‘‘full-blown Peres campaign 
speech." 

Mr. Clinton, himself facing 
icc lection in a November 
vote, has staked much of his 
foreign policy prestige on the 
fitful Middle' East peace pro- 
cess, the troubled centrepiece 
of Mr. Peres' career. 

Tcacc hopes hit further 
trouble this month, when Mr. 
Peres, under pressure to 
combat recurrent Hizbollah 
guerrilla Katyusha rocket 
attacks, unleashed Israel's 
fiercest air and artillery 
ou'iaugbi in Lebanon in 
v-acs. “ 

A ceasefire, wrung ."rom 
:*:? parties through the ex- 
' >i ustive shuttle efforts of Mr. 
Coon’s Secretary of Sia’.c 
.".' 2 itch Christopher, was 
seen as throwing a 
'.iLktiic to mi. Peres' cam- 
paign for reelcction in the 
May 29 poll. 

Mr. Clinton defended the 
Lebanon campaign, even 


putting a pro-Peres spin on 
Israel’s shelling of a U.N. 


Israel’s shelling of a U.N. 
base, which killed more than 
100 refugees huddling there 
for shelter. 

He said the deaths of 
Lebanese children in the base 
were the result of "the de- 
liberate tactics of Hizbollah 
in their postioning and firing'* 
from the area. 

U.S. officials have been 


careful to say they will main- 
tain the dose alliance with 
Israel no matter who wins in 
May. 

But Mr. Peres was plainly 
grateful for Mr. Clinton’s 
seeming endorsement, com- 
ing hard on the heels of Sun- 
day's eye-catching U.S.- 
Israeli pact on developing a 
Katyusha- killing laser. 

Mr. Peres told Israeli re- 
porters it was "the most far- 
reaching of (all) speeches on 
America’s commitments to 
Israel.” 

Not to be outdone by Mr. 
Clinton's commendation. 
Peres praised the president as 
"a great leader of the free 
world." 

It was as though they were 
saying to each other, "if only 
it were you that will be 
reelected," said Israel Chan- 
nel One U.S. correspondent 
Yaacov Ahimeir. 

Riding the sympathy that 
followed the assassination of 
his predecessor Yitzhak 
Rabin, Mr. Peres seemed all 
but certain of victory until 
two months ago. when 
Hamas suicide bombers laun- 
ched a wave of attacks in 
Israel, killing a total of 59 
people in nine days. 

The bloodshed left Israelis 
angry and fearful, and cost 
Mr. Peres his entire landslide 
lead in opinion polls over 
hardline Likud challenger 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Clinton soon stepped 
in to help turn the tide back 
in Mr. Peres* favour by con- 
vening an anti-guerrilla sum- 
mit in Egypt, in which the 
Israeli prime minister played 
a starring role. 

The U.S.-israel agreement 
signed on Sunday is aimed at 
bolstering Israel's missile de- 
fences by relaying instant 
satellite images of enemy 
launches and stepping up 
work on a new laser weapon 
capable of destroying 
Katyusha roocets. 

Mr. Peres and Defence 
Secretary William Perry 
signed a joint statement on 
missile defence cooperation. 

“Relations between tbe 
United States and Israel are 
at their best," Mr. Peres told 
a news conference following 
the signing of the statement 
of intent. 

The military agreement 
calls for continued work on 
the Arrow weapon system 
that will provide Israel with 
an enhanced defence against 
ballistic missiles, Mr. Perry 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Celebrations blamed for Libya forest fires 


Turkish troops kfi! 12 rebel Kurds 


ANKARA iR! — Turkish troops killed 12 Kurdish 
pufmllji in a clash in the southeast. Anatolian news 
agency reported on Tuesday. A statement from the 
emergency rule governor’s office in Diyurbafcir. received 
l»v the agency, said 12 Kuidish Labour Party (PKK) rebels 
had been killed in Simak province. It did not say when the 
dash took place. The agency said 49 PKK members were 
captured in southeastern provinces. Nearly 19.000 people 
have been killed in the PKK’s 12-year fight for independ- 
ence nr autonomv in southeast Turkev. 


Fire damages ancient Coptic church 


CAIRO (API — Fire damaged the interior of a I?th 
century Coptic Christian church south of Cairo, and police 
were investigating whether it was set by Muslim extremists. 
The blaze erupted late Monday in the Abu Al Sayfayn 
Church, which is inside the monastery of the virgin in the 
town of Al Azab, about KO kilometres south of the capital. 
The altar, priceless icons and old wooden benches were 
destroyed, police said. They estimated the damage at 
5UU,U00 Egyptian pounds (S 150,000). Police initially said 
they believed an electrical short ignited the fire but later 
said they were investigating the possibility of anon. 
Extremists have targeted churches in the past as part of 
their nearly four-year campaign of violence aimed at 
toppling the government and replacing it with a strict 
Islamic regime. The monastery complex, which includes 
several shrines as well as dormitories for nuns and pilgrims, 
dates to the 13th century. Abu Al Sayfayn church holds the 
tomb of Anba Abram, a Coptic saint. Annual festivals are 
held to honour the Virgin Mary. 


S. Africa denies it hosts Hizbollah training bases 


JOHNANNESBURG (Agencies! — South Africa denied 
on Monday that any pro-Iranian Hizbollah guerrillas were 
training at bases in the country , as Israeli security officials 
allege. "That's just unthinkable." said Porks Mankahlana. 
a spokesman for President Nelson Mandela. Israel's 
state-run radio quoted unnamed security officials as saying 
Hizbollah had five bases in South Africa and another in 
Nigeria. South Africa’s ambassador to Israel said he would 
convey the "worrying reports” to his government after 
Israeli officials spoke to him. 


said. 

The United States also 
agreed to help develop a new 
laser weapon, the Nautilus, 
to help Israel defend itself 
against Katyusha rocket 
attacks. Mr. Ferry said. 

Tbe new weapon will cost 
S70 million to build over 
three years, said Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon. 
Israel has agreed to contri- 
bute S20 million to tbe over- 
all cost. 

Deployment of the system 
is expected to begin at the 
end of 1997, Mr. Perry said. 


But a team of Pentagon 
specialists will travel to Israel 
next week to examine ways to 
immediately strengthen 
Israel's defences against 
short-range rockets while the 
Nautilus system is under de- 
velopment. 

Mr. Bacon said the United 
States was considering tbe 
delivery to Israel of Phalanx 
guns, usually used on 
warships to shoot down mis- 
siles. 

The United States will also 
provide Israel satellite images 
of launches from enemy posi- 
tions "on a systematic and 
timely basis," Mr. Perry said. 


"Warning will be given in a 
matter of seconds of a missile 
launch," be added. 

Hie agreement heralded a 
closer military relationship 
between Israel and the Un- 
ited States but Mr. Perry said 
that the measures should not 
be viewed as aggressive post- 
uring on behalf of the two 
countries. 

"It should be clear to all 
countries that the provisions 
to provide warning data and 
the provisions to provide the 
defence protection is not an 
aggressive action," Mr. Perry 
said. 


“It is an action to help 
provide defence," he stated, 
adding that tighter U.S.- 
Isracli cooperation should 
have a “stabilising'' effect in 
the region. 

Hie pact however fell short 
of Mr. Peres’ request for a 
formal defence alliance be- 
tween the United States and 
Israel that would ease Israeli 
concerns over its security as it 
considers withdrawals. 

Syria has made an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights a condition for a 
peace agreement and Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas are fighting to 
drive Israeli troops out of' 
South Lebanon. 


Bosnia 


clashes 


j CAIRO (AP) — The Libyan government urged holiday 
j picnickers to take care with fires after blazes fanned by 
strong winds damaged forests along the nation's Mediterra- 
nean coast. The state-run JANA news agency said Tuesdav 
that summer heat, high winds and picnic campfires were 
responsible lor several fires in recent days The agency, 
numiioierf in Cairo, said flies ravaged forests in Gas Ban 
Gashir, a suburb of the Libyan capital Tripoli, and stands 
ol trees m the towns of Garabulli and Tajura to ihe East. 
Woods at Suhrata. site of ancient Roman ruins to the west 
of the capital, also were destroyed. JAN’A said. The fires 
came during the four-day ’Eid Al Adha. which many 
I ah). ins celebrate outdoor*. The holiday ends Wednesday. 
Libs an official* urged citizen* to "abstain from igniting 
lues for the nuking of fix'd, tea and barbecues so that such j 
arm it v does not lead to forest fires." JANA said. 


claim 4 


SJENINA (AP) — A Bos- 
nian Serb was killed in recent 
confrontations with Muslim 
refugees trying to visit former 
homes. Bosnian Serbs said 
Tuesday. 

The death raised the recent 
toll to four. 

SRNA. the Bosnian Serb 
news agency, said the Serb 
died Monday near Doboj, 
where two Muslims were ear- 
lier reported to have lost 
their lives while trying to 
cross a minefield. Another 
Muslim died after being 
wounded in a clash with 
Serbs near Sarajevo, the Bos- 
nian capital. 

There was no independent 
conformation of the SRNA 
report, which offered no de- 
tails. 

Another 20 people were 
hurt in the minefield and in 
Sarajevo, and NATO's com- 
mander of ground forces, 
Lieutenant-General Michael 
Walker, said political leaders 
are to blame. 

"I sincerely hope that to- 
day's tragic events... will 
shock the local and national 
officials who have the duty to 
guarantee the safety and free- 
dom of movement for all 
citizens into responsible ac- 
tion," he said. 

He said the NATO force 
will do what it can. but it is 
not in tbe business of crowd 
control. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Hasan Muratovic urged the 
NATO-ied force to secure 
freedom of movement and 
denied suggestions that his 
government was orchestrat- 
ing the confrontations bv 
urging emotional Muslim re- 
fugees to by and return to 
their homes at all costs. 

Until Monday, no one had 
been killed in showdowns be- 
tween would-be returnees 
and their former enemies 
who do not want them com- 
ing back. 

The U.S.-brokered agree- 
ment that ended the war pro- 
vided no dear wav to enforce 




.t 


CANA VICTIMS BURIED: Coffins of victims of an April 17 Israeli assault on South Lebanon are being carried 
to a mass funeral in Cana village in South Lebanon on Tuesday (see page 1) (Reuters photo) 


EU leader Italy seeks to push peace process 


ROME (R) — Italian Fore- 
ign Minister Susanna Agnelli 
said on Tuesday that she 
would pay a fresh visit to the 
Middle East this week on 
behalf of the European Un- 
ion (EU) to press the search 
for peace in the region. 

Ms. Agnelli told reporters 
after meeting ambassadors 
from Arab League countries 
that her visit would take her 
to Cairo. Amman and Beirut. 
Aides said she would travel 
on Saturday and Sunday. 

The minister, who visited 
Israel. Lebanon and Syria 10 
days ago. promised that Italy 
os holder of the EU presiden- 
cy would continue its "relent- 
less support for the promo- 
tion of Middle East peace on 
the Lebinese. Syrian and 
Palestinian tracks." 

Her latest visit follows a 
U.S. -brokered ceasefire 
which took effect on Satur- 
day. ending 16 days of Israeli 


attacks in southern Lebanon. 

It also follows a decision by 
the Palestinian National 
Council (PNC) to scrap arti- 
cles from its charter calling 
for the elimination of Israel. 

Ms. Agnelli said the South 
Lebanon ceasefire had to be 
consolidated “on solid 
ground” through resumed 
negotiations between Israel. 
Lebanon and Syria aimed at 
building a comprehensive 
peace. 

She also urged Israel to 
respond positively to the 
PNC decision by reopening 
its borders with Palestinian 
self-rule areas, closed since 
March, and withdrawing its 
troops from the West Bank 
town of Hebron. 

Diplomats who attended 
the closed-door meeting said 
the ambassadors told Ms. 
Agnelli their biggest concern 
was that the ceasefire be- 
tween Israel and Hizbollah 


would not hold. 

The diplomats said the 
ambassadors also asked that 
Italy and the EU lead a "big 
push" for peace in the region. 

In a speech delivered to the 
ambassadors. Ms. Agnelli 
said Italy believed progress in 
the peace process could be 
achieved only with full parti- 
cipation of Arab countries. 

“We believe that it is very 
important, as in the past, to 
have a dose exchange of 
opinions with the moderate 
Arab countries that you all 
represent.” she said, accord- 
ing to a text released by the 
ministry. 

"We believe ... this coor- 
dination is very much 
needed, now more than ever, 
in order to ensure a lasting 
and just peace in the Middle 
East." 

Ms. Agnelli also referred 
to the fact that the Lebanon- 
Israel ceasefire was brokered 


by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, despite 
her visit to the Middle East 
and that of a high-level EU 
delegation during the recent 
fighting. 

“In front of different peace 
plans, in particular the Amer- 
ican one, we thought that the 
best contribution which we 
could give to end the hostili- 
ties was not to propose still 
another plan, but to focus all 
our efforts on coordinating 
tbe different initiatives," she 
said. 

Ms. Agnelli was asked to 
comment on separate efforts 
by EU partner France to 
negotiate the ceasefire. 
French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette has 
claimed credit for SO per cent 
of the ideas in the accord. 

“I don’t think it’s impor- 
tant who finds peace, but that 
peace is found," Ms. Agnelli 
said. 


France claims credit for 


most of Lebanon truce 


Peres says Iran to have 
nuclear arms in 4 years 


PARIS (R) — France, re- 
suming diplomatic sniping at 
Washington, on Monday 
claimed credit for 80 per cent 
of the ideas in the U.S.- 
brokered ceasefire in South 
Lebanon. 

Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette said the April 27 
truce ending a 16-day Israeli 
blitz against Hizbollah guer- 
rillas in South Lebanon was 
“a good understanding, 
based largely on French 
proposals.” 

"Eighty per cent of the text 
comes from ideas which we 
ourselves expressed," be told 
a news conference of his two- 
week mission that was up- 
staged by a week-long peace 
shuttle by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. 

Lebanon lost 200 dead and 
400 wounded, most of them 
women and children, in the 
attacks. 

Mr. De Charette said tbe 
only non-French ideas were 
the creation of a consultative 
group for the reconstruction 
of Lebanon and a clause stat- 
ing the accord “shall not pre- 
clude any party from exercis- 
ing the right of self-defence." 

He said the idea for a 
group for Lebanese recon- 
struction, to comprise 
France, the European Union, 
Russia and other interested 


parties, was “a very good 
idea" by Lebanese Wume 
Minister Rafik Al Hariri. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, in the United 
States and due to visit France 
on Wednesday, has lavished 
praise on Mr. Christopher 
and said on Sunday that “re- 
lations between tbe United 
States and Israel are at their 
best." 

Mr. De Charette said 
France had “received the 
fruits of its initiative," 
through the mere fact of tbe 
ceasefire. 

The minister said France 
bad restored its diplomatic 
credentials in the Middle 
East. President Jacques Chir- 
ac pledged support to Leba- 
non's sovereignty on a trip to 
Beirut only days before the 
fighting broke out between 
Israel and Hizbollah guerril- 
las. 

Mr. De Charette conceded 
on Friday that his mission 
had “provoked a certain 
irritation, notably for the 
Americans." Israel had made 
it dear it preferred American 
mediation. 

France has also come 
under fire from European 
Union (EU) partners for 
going it alone despite its fre- 
quent calls for a more effec- 
tive joint EU foreign policy. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Iran has the potential to pos- 
sess nuclear weapons in four 
years, Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres said late Mon- 
day,' adding that Israel would 
not necessarily launch a pre- 
emptive strike against Iran. 

“I believe that in four years 
they may reach nuclear 
weapons," Mr. Peres told 
ABC Television during an 
interview. 

Mr. Peres, who was sche- 
duled to meet with President 
Bill Clinton on Tuesday, said 
there is a race between “two 
convoys" in tbe Middle East. 

One is “the fundamentahs- 
tsc one which wants to mobil- 
ise the Muslim world against 
Israel to destroy it, that uses 
terror, that tries to acquire 
non -conventional arms." 

The other is “outs which is 
a convoy of creating a new 
strategy, creating a new coali- 
tion.” 

“I think we have only four 
years to win this race or to 
lose it," Mr. Peres said. 

Asked if he would launch 
an air raid against Iran’s nuc- 
lear facilities as then-Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin 
ordered in 1981 against Iraq, 
Mr. Peres said the same thing 
would "not necessarily” hap- 
pen. 

“I would rather see an ear- 


lier attempt to intercept this 
danger," Mr. Peres said. 


Mr. Peres could not say 
with certainty that former 
Soviet scientists or military 
people with nuclear know- 
ledge are now working with 
the Iranians, but he voiced 
concern over the 150 Russian 
experts there trying to build a 
civilian nuclear capacity. 

“The difference is so thin 
and so worrying. And it is 
because of it that I think that 
a united policy by the West- 
ern world and the Russians to 
prevent the Iranians from 
having a combination of a 
fundamentalists: movement 
and a nuclear capacity is 
esssential," the prime minis- 
ter said. 

“It is better to prevent it by 
an economic pressure than by 
a military confrontation." he 
added. 


* Iran behind Lockerbie 
bomb* 


A senior Central hue lie- 
ge nee Agency (CIA) official 
has said that Iran, and not 
Libya, was behind the De- 
cember 1988 bombing of a 
U.S. jet over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, the German weekly 
Focus reported Monday. 


Hebron is tense as Israel prepares withdrawal 


HEBRON (AP) — As the 
ferris wheel in a dusty Heb- 
ron parking lot tnrned Mon- 
day, a group of Palestinian 
children riding it chanted the 
name of a militant blamed for 
the bombing deaths of scores 
of Israelis. 

“Yahya Ayasb," they 
screamed and giggled. 
"Yahya Ayash." 

Two blocks away. Jewish 
children played on a kinder- 
garten merry-go-round under 
the watchful eye of Israeli 
soldiers. 

Tension fills the air in Heb- 
ron — the last West Bank city 
under Israeli control. After 
29 years of occupation, Israel 
is due to pull its troops out of 
much of the dty sometime in 
May. 

But tbe pullout may only 
worsen relations between the 
city's 120.000 Palestinian re- 
sidents and the 450 Jewish 
settlers living in their midst. 
Israeli officials warn of the 

S ftential for new violence in 
ebron. 

“This is the most prob- 
lematic area," said Shlomo 
Dror, a coordinator for 
Israeli activities in the West 


Bank. 

Under the withdrawal 
plan, 85 per cent of Hebron 
will be turned over to Palesti- 
nian control, while Israel will 
maintain control over the 
other 15 per cent — including 
six Jewish enclaves and the 
Ibrahimi Mosque, a site holy 
to both Judaism and Islam. 

Tbe Jewish enclaves, 
however, are interspersed 
throughout the heart of the 
dty. Some 15,000 Palestinian 
residents will remain under 
Israeli control even after the 
pullout, Mr. Dror said. 

In a microcosm of the 
bypass roads Israel has built 
around other Palestinian 
dties in the West Bank, 
Israeli troops on Monday 
blocked off a street to build a 
wooden foot bridge connect- 
ing two Jewish enclaves so 
soldiers and settlers won’t 
have to walk by Palestinian 
homes. 

Palestinians say they want 
the settlers out of Hebron 
along with Israeli troops, but 
the settlers say they will nev- 
er leave. Tbe enmity between 
the two groups only hardened 
after settler Baurch Gold- 


stein gunned down at least 30 
Palestinians at the Ibrahimi 
Mosque in February 1994. 

Shani Horovitz, a mother 
of seven, has lived in Beit 
Hadassah enclave of Hebron 
for 14 years. In a long denim 
dress, her head covered by a 
crocheted scarf in keeping 
with observant Jewish tradi- 
tion, she peeled potatoes at 
her kitchen sink Monday and 
said she was not worried ab- 
out the pullout. 

“Our plans are to stay here 
forever," she said. 

Nabil Halaby, a 44-year- 
old clothes merchant who 
lives in a two-story home 
directly behind Mrs. Horo- 
vitz, had a different view. 

“Our lives win not be bet- 
ter until all the settlers are 
gone," the father of 10 said. 

Mr. Halaby said his fondly 
tnd eight Jewish families in 
1929 after riots broke out in 
the dty and 67 Jews killed by 
Arabs. The remaining Jewish 
residents were evacuated af- 
ter the incident 

Mr. Halaby said the Jews 
came back to Hebron 
after Israel gained control of 
the West Bank in the 1967 


Mideast war only harass tbe 
Arabs, and he wants them 
out. 

A window that used to face 
the Jewish compound next 
door has been boarded up by 
order of the Israeli army. Mr 
Halaby said. 


"The army closed it for 
security reasons, so that we 
won’t hurt the Jews,” Mr. 
Halaby said. “Now we are 
living in a graveyard. We 
cannot go out on our roof- 
tops, we hardly see the sky 
because of the settlers." 


brad was to pull out of 
Hebron in March but post- 
poned the withdrawal after a 
senes of suicide bombings 
claimed by militants killed 59 
victims in Israel in February 
and March. 3 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
fflon Peres said this week 
that no date for the redeploy- 
ment had been finalised but 
members of his cabinet said it 

22tS k# J l,ce before 

Israels May 29 election 
David Wilder, director of 

withdrawal win 
be a total catastrophe.” 


Ghostbuster finds 
no apparition but 
getting warm 


LONDON (R> — A ghost- 
buster hunting for phan- 
toms of the opera m 
London’s famed Royal 
Albert Hall found no 
ghosts in his all-night vigil 
but insists he did detect 
signs of “paranormal activ- 
ity." Andrew Green, called 
in after sightings of a 
ghostly organist and two 
laughing Victorian ladies, 
spent Monday night pacing 
the cavernous halls and 
corridors of the concert 
hall. Equipped with cam- 
eras and recording equip- 
ment, he noted a sharp rise 
in temperature in one 
room. “We saw nothing, 
unfortunately. We heard 
nothing, unfortunately. But 
we did come across a very 
re markable change in tem- 
perature," be said after his 
night chasing apparitions. 
“It was near an open win- 
dow so you would have 
expected the temperature 
to fall during the nighL 
Instead, in a matter of sec- 
onds it rose from 72 
degrees Fahrenheit to 82 
degrees Fahrenheit. That 
itself is an example of para- 
normality." Green, a for- 
mer civil servant, was 
called in to investigate the 
hall in the hope of catching 
sight of two women 
dressed in 19th centnry 
clothing who are said to 
appear every year. They 
have been depicted as 
laughing and excited, 
wearing low-cut dark 
dresses as they cross the 
foyer and vanish before 
reaching the staff cafeteria. 
Tbe paranormal investiga- 
tor, was also hoping to 
chase Father Willis, a 19th 
century organ maker 
believed to appear every 
time work is done on the 
bifljjs giant organ. 


Tears greet China 
success of U.S. 
film 


BEUING (R) — Holly- 
wood blockbuster The Bri- 
dges Of Madison County is 
moving Chinese audiences 
to floods of tears, c inema 
officials and state media 
said. A survey of Beijing 
cinema-goers found 47.6 
per cent wepT during the 
film, which has set a box 
office record in the Chinese 
capital since opening on 
April 19, the Beijing Youth 
Daily said. But 80 per cent 
of women who watched 
U.S. actors Clint Eastwood 
and Meryl Streep play pas- 
sionate lovers in the film 
said they believed a stable 
marriage and family ties 
were more important than a 
brief illicit romance, the 
newspaper said. Beijing 
has long limited the num- 
ber or foreign films shown 
in China iu protect its 
struggling domestic indus- 
ny from competition from 
big-budget imports and to 
help counter their per- 
ceived corrosive impact on 
society. Evening perfor- 
mances of the The Bridges 
Of Madison County were 
still packed and tears were 
plentiful, despite the higher 
than normal ticket price of 
30 yuan ($3.60). said Cui 
Manhua of Beijing’s Zi- 
guang Cinema. Cinema ti- 
ckets usually cost a maxi- 
mum of 10 yuan. 


Beijing hails 6 
months of 
anti-porn efforts 
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BEUING (R) — China’s 
capital trumpeted the suc- 
cess of a continuing anti- 
pomography campaign, sa- 
ying authorities had seized 
hundreds of thousands of 
pornographic and other il- 
materials. Police in 

o Si ng -i 18 * 1 COn fiscated 
y.osi video tapes, 8,237- 
cassette tapes, 207,046 
books and 354,982 com- 
pact discs and laser discs 
wuh pornographic or other 
illegal content during raids 
a| 14 publishing houses and 
electronics stores, the Bei- 
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